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Sermon for Next Sunday

PAUL'S TRANSFORMATION

““and he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
Me? " @And he said, “Who art Thou, Lord? " And He [said,] “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting,
“hut rise, and enter the city, and it shall be told you what you must do. "(Acts 9:1-6)

he biblical story of Paul's conversion from Judaism to Christianity is

truly an uplifting and encouraging account of Jesus Christ's power
to change people. Paul's transformation, from the worst of sinners to
the best of saints, boosts our confidence in the strength of God’s
wonderful grace. It truly does not make a difference how dirty, rotten,
and disgusting you are, because Jesus Christ has the authority and
ability to make you clean, fresh, and attractive. Paul was a sinful man,
more set in his ways than most, but Jesus Christ transfermed him and
used him for God'’s glory to start many new Christian churches. His life
went from one extreme, hating Christians, to another, loving Christians.

Paul came from a devout Jewish home. His mother and father
provided him with a strict religious education. As he was growing up,
he studied hard and became a Pharisee, well above his colleagues.
People respected him, and his future held worldly promise. Indeed, he
loved the Lord and Took much pride in his religious background. As a
Jewish leader, he was determined to protect his Jewish religion. When
Stephen gave his sermon before the Council, Paul helped drive him out
of the city to be stoned and killed (see Acts 7:58). He had a clear
opinion, he was a brave man, and he thought killing Stephen was the
right thing to do. He hated Christians, and even “began ravaging the
church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women,
he would put them in prison”{Acts 8:3). The Christians sustained great
damage, but they still loved Paul and Jesus, and in spite of everything,
continued to proclaim the Gospel of Grace. Paul could not bear their
determination, it made him sick. He went to the high priest, "still
breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,” to ask
permission to round up those who escaped Jerusalem, so that he could
bring them back for punishment (Acts 9:1&2).

Paul was a man on the wrong mission, but Jesus changed all that on
the road to Damascus. After Paul met Jesus, his whole life changed.
He told the Galatians, “For you have heard of my former manner of life
in Judaism, how | used to persecute the church of God beyond
measure and tried to destroy it; and | was advancing in Judaism beyond
many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more
extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions” (Gal. 1:13&14). Paul was
once an ardent man for Jewish tradition, his attitude was now against
it. When Jesus called for Ananias to heal Paul of his blindness, He told
him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name
before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of |srael; for | will show him
how much he must suffer for My name’s sake” (Acts 9:15&16). Paul's
life changed internally, externally, and eternally. He became a
messenger for Jesus Christ. Before he was arrogant, now he was
humble.

Paul’s life did not change abruptly. He witnessed Stephen’s death. He
saw Stephen full of the Holy Spirit, kneeling down but looking up
toward heaven, saying, "Behold, | see the heavens opened up and the
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God"(Acts 7:55&56). He
noticed that his face and attitude were like an angel, and that he was
not scared. That scene remained in his heart. When Jesus blinded him
on the Damascus road, he could not eat, drink, or sleep, but only cry

with great remorse over Stephen and the many other beautiful
Christians he hurt. He realized that he was an enemy of the Lord Jesus,
the real Son of God. He suffered, prayed, and repented, and the Lord
heard him. Ananias came to him and laid his hands on him, saying,
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by
which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your sight
and be filled with the Holy Spirit“(Acts 9:17). Paul hated Christians, but
Ananias called him “Brother”. Is not that amazing grace? Ananias
accepted, loved, and forgave Paul. Paul did not deserve it, but through
Jesus Christ, he now has a strong relationship with all Christians. Now,
he loves the church of Christ and works with Christians to build it up.
His friendships and fellowships with other believers are marvelous.

Jesus changed Paul for a reason. His life had an objective. During his
first visit to Damascus, he was blinded, but upon his return, his eyes
were spiritually open, “and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in
the synagogues, saying, 'He is the Son of God'"(Acts 9:20). Complete
change! He went from destroying Jesus to loving Jesus. He went from
being a leader in Judaism to being a leader in Christianity. He went from
tearing down the church to building it up. Moved by the Holy Spirit, he
became a preacher, a messenger of God. He was nation-centered, now
he is kingdom-centered. Now, he talks about the gospel and love,
“Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and
is not arrogant”(1 Cor. 13:4). What a change! With Jesus in his heart,
Paul proclaimed, "Love never fails... But now faith, hope, love, abide
these three; but the greatest of these is love”(1 Cor. 13:8, 13). Paul
declared the love of God because he knew that the love of God is
Jesus Christ, which is the Gospel. Can you see how much his objective
changed?

Teday is the first Sunday after Easter, Jesus' death and resurrection
change people. Paul thought he was walking with God, until he met
Jesus. Jesus opened his eyes, turned him around 180 degrees, and
guided him in the right direction. He transformed Paul from a sinner full
of death to a child of God full of life. He can change you too! Paul met
Jesus on the road to Damascus, you can meet Jesus anywhere,
anytime. Just call Him, confess you are a sinner, repent, and He will
forgive you. He will cleanse you, refresh you, and fill you with His Holy
Spirit to shine brightly forever. He will transform you into a child of God,
and guide you all the way to heaven to live with Him forever.

My dear friend, what is the story of your background? Where are you
going? What is your objective? | hope you have met Jesus and decided
to fallow Him. The world has too many unbelievers, and the church has
too many Saul's. Without Jesus, there is no transformation. You simply
cannot head in the right direction on your own, no matter how hard you
try. You can read the Bible until you are blue in the face, you can pray
for days on end, you can be the sweetest, kindest, and most generous
neighbor, and you can even give more than ten percent of your income
to the church, but without Jesus, it means nothing, absolutely nothing.
Only Jesus can change you into God'’s child. You need Jesus because
you need transformation. g
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