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The title of Deuteronomy according to direct translation is 'Second Law".
Going through the long life in the wilderness, most of the generation who
had received commandments in the Mount Sinai almost died. To the new
generation who were to enter the land of Canaan, God renewed and em-
phasized the law given through Moses. Since it is the Bible saying to peo-
ple of the covenant to be prepared for entering the land of promise, the
Old Testament experts refer to Deuteronomy as 'the book in which Yah-
weh's heart beating is heard. The key word revealing this well is 'heart,
which is the word appearing a lot in Deuteronomy 80:1-10. Particularly,
the expression 'with all your heart and with all your soul' is repeated three
times in verses 2 and 6, and verses 9-10. 'With all your heart and with all
your soul' can be defined as 'with whole heart' The attitude of life that
gives whole heart to God is important, but the experience of having lived
with whole heart for the work of God is also important. "When all these
blessings and curses I have set before you come on you and you take them
to heart wherever the Lord your God disperses you among the nations,'(Dt
30:1). Moses was a national leader who had great ability and also a prophet
of God who had outstanding spirituality. Giving previous warnings about
the problems which would take place after setting in the land of Canaan,
Moses explained the covenant God had given in the Mount Sinai to the
new generation. It was the fact that there are blessings and curses related to
the covenant. When they return to the Lord, they will be blessed, and when
they are in front of God, they can stay in the grace. In Deuteronomy, not
only the principle that 'if we turn away from God, God will also turn away
from his people' but also the secret that makes God who turned his face
against us turn his face toward us again are recorded. 'The life with all your
heart and with all your soul, 'the life offering whole heart to God' is the
very thing.

Three Features to Give Your Whole Heart to God

"and when you and your children return to the Lord your God and obey
him with all your heart and with all your soul according to everything I com-
mand you today, then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have
compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he scat-
tered you. Even if you have been banished to the most distant land under the
heavens, from there the Lord your God will gather you and bring you
back.'(Dt 30:2-4). If we serve God with all our hearts and with all our souls,
God will gather us. The best way for us to return to God as well as the finest
way for God to see us is to serve God ‘with all our hearts and with all our souls.
Referring to this, verse 4 expresses 'if you obey him. Here is what we have to
be careful of. Not a few believers think if they obey God with all their hearts
and with all their souls, He will naturally turn His heart to them. However, this
is just that one of the conditions for making God turn is prepared. When we
turn our hearts, and with all our hearts and with all our souls obey the words
of God, we do not know when, but He promised He would be sure to turn to
us. Trustworthy God said to us that He would turn his will and be merciful to
us and bring us back. What we have to do is obvious. Returning to Yahweh

God with our whole hearts, we should determine to obey His words.

"The Lord your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your de-
scendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul,
and live.'(v.6). Verse 6 expressed the same content as in verses 2 and 3 into a
different structure. In verses 2 and 9-10, 'T' obey with all my heart and all my
soul, but the subject of verse 6 is Jehovah your God. God makes 'you love
Him with all your heart and with all your soul. If a person meets Jesus, he is
changed. It's because there is life in Jesus. If you meet Jesus, you can go for-
ward to the life of deeper faith through Jesus' love. However, the Bible says

that to make efforts to love Jesus is important, but what is more decisive is for

Sermon in English Translation

Have You Ever Given
Your Whole Heart to God?

(Deuteronomy 30:6-10)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

God to make us love Jesus. When we try to obey God with all our hearts and
with all our souls, with our whole hearts, God allows us to have hearts to love
God. The core principle of the text is emphasized once again through 'cir-
cumcision of the heart. Circumcision which removes the foreskin was the
sign when God gave the covenant to Abraham. Circumcision of the heart is to
cut off what is dirty covering our hearts. A prophet Jeremiah said what is most
deceitful and sick is our hearts, and the Proverbs emphasizes the importance
of the heart but also says this precious heart is dismantled and corrupted.
When you determine your heart toward God, God circumcises your heart.
"Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the re-
newing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s
will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.(Ro 12:2). To be transformed by the
renewing your mind is the feature that circumcision of the heart is operating.
"he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his
mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy
Spirit,'(Tit 3:5). To wash the heart through the washing of rebirth and renewal
by the Holy Spirit is circumcision of the heart. I hope you will become a love-
ly and perfect believer before God by receiving circumcision of the heart.

"Then the Lord your God will make you most prosperous in all the work of
your hands and in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the
crops of your land. The Lord will again delight in you and make you prosper-
ous, just as he delighted in your ancestors, if you obey the Lord your God and
keep his commands and decrees that are written in this Book of the Law and
turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul'(Dt 30:9-
10). If you return to the Lord, He will bless every hand doing works, the fruit
of your womb, and increase the young of your livestock and the crops of your
land. What should be noted above all is "The Lord will again delight in you". I
was deeply moved by this expression. It is because it is really difficult to make
the person whose relationship with you has been broken pleased with you
again. But in Deuteronomy 28-29, God had this heart even when He gave
punishments to the people who did not hear His words. Therefore, He gave
the blessing, "again delight in you'".

The one who gathers me, Jehovah God

When we give all our hearts and all our souls to God, there are what we
have to do and also the promise God gives us. When we return to God and
obey His words, God gathers us. Unless God gathers us, our lives will be noth-
ing. I hope as Jacob confessed "the God which fed me all my life long unto this
day", so will you be able to confess "Jehovah is the one who gathers me". 1
hope you love Jehovah God with all your heart and with all your soul on the
basis of wisdom that your life will be greatly blessed when Jehovah does not
scatter you but gathers you. And also, when you love God with all your heart
and with all your soul, God will circumcise your heart, and you can love God
more with the circumcised heart. God 'will again delight in you' and add lots
of blessings. I bless in the name of the Lord that we will become believers who
know and practice the preciousness of what we give to Jehovah God with our
whole hearts through our lives, and we will also experience what the subse-
quent consequences of the blessings are.
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