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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

JESUS TEMPTATION

DAnd Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led about
by the Spirit in the wilderness ®for forty days, being tempted by the devil.
And He ate nothing during those days; and when they had ended, He became hungry.
(Luke 4:1,2)

Temptation Sunday or Wilderness Sunday. The gospel of Luke

4:1-13 tells the story of Jesus' temptation in the desert during
His forty-day and forty-night fast, which is the same length of time as
Lent season. Genesis 3:1-7 tells the story of man’s first temptation in
the Garden of Eden, which led to an unimaginable catastrophe that
plagues humans until the end of this world. The dreadful consequence
of our ancestor's sin makes our world enormously evil, and our life
extremely terrible. Many Christians do not realize that Adam and Eve's

Today is the first Sunday of Lent, sometimes referred to as

failure to triumph over temptation is the reason for our suffering now
and until Christ's return or our death. Today’s Bible verses tell us,
“Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led
around by the Spirit in the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by
the devil. And He ate nothing during those days, and when they had
ended, He became hungry.” His temptation in the wilderness took
place at the beginning of his public ministry, and was the same kind as
Adam and Eve experienced in the Garden of Eden. The story of His
temptation is an excellent sermon, especially to those who follow Him
because it gives them a very real warning.

The human heart is born with self-indulgences and pride. 1 John 2:18
tells us, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of
the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is
from the world.” These three worldly practices originated from man's
first test of temptation, and they came into the world after man failed
to overcome them, which is why we still think about them. They
continue to decay our hearts because these three kinds of temptation
(lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and boastful pride of life) control
human beings, making us self-centered instead of God-centered. The
devil came to Jesus with the same three categories of temptation, and
He overcame them. His victory shows us exactly what we lost from
the beginning.

Jesus prevailed over the devil's temptation with the word of God. He
did not beat the devil through His own wisdom or experience. 2
Timothy 3:16&17 says, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so
that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”
Jesus conguered temptation with nothing but the word of God. God's
word is stronger than man's powerful curse. The devil beat man the
first time, but this same devil could not defeat the Messiah, even
though he put together the same three categories of temptation. Jesus
showed us that only the word of God could win over temptation.

Too many Christians living in this 21st century do not think about
Satan and his demons. They attribute bad things to other people. They
think bad people control darkness, not the devil. When asked who
controls evil, they answer correctly, but they do not really believe it.
Please believe that Satan and his demons bring as many curses as they
can to you and this world. Just as Adam and Eve were deceived, so
Satan desperately wants to deceive and devour you. When you have
trouble, do you think about the temptation in the Garden of Eden and
its horrific consequences? Do you realize how much worse you are

than Adam and Eve? They only ate one piece of forbidden fruit!
Without doubt, you have sinned more, but you do not really think about
Satan. He and his demons wreck havoc everywhere. They- have the
power of darkness on this earth. Their tremendous destruction spreads
war, battles, and terror throughout the world. Look at the terrible
reports in the newspapers. Do you hold Satan accountable for it? When
terrorists struck New York on 9/11, some people mentioned Satan a
little bit, but not much. When you open your spiritual eyes you will see
how many people, including me, Satan plays with. As Christians, we
need to be very concerned, not just a little concerned. Too often we do
not want to look, we just want to enjoy the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the boastful pride of life.

While Jesus stood before the high priest and Pontius Pilate, all his
disciples departed from Him. They were not believers. If they had just a
little faith, they would have seen Satan’s handiwork, and could have
stood up and prayed. Instead, they relied on their own understanding
and experience, and thought about human beings. Cowards, drug
addicts, and criminals do not read the Bible. They do not live the Bible.
They do not get advice from the Bible. The Bible keeps telling us what
terrible sinners we are, and that we cannot overcome our problems on
our own, which is why God sent Jesus Christ to this world. Jesus died
for your sin, You cannot live this life with your own wisdom,
knowledge, or power. It is impossible, and you will fail, which is why
you need to come to Jesus. If you go your own way you will lose, and
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of life
will gain more power. James 1:27 says, "Pure and undefiled religion in
the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in
their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” If you go
forward with your lusts and pride, you will become selfish, but if you
read the Bible, spiritually look at the world, and live as a Christian in the
sight of God not your own eyes, you will visit the orphans and widows
in distress, and keep yourself unstained by the world.

Wake up my friend! Now is not the time to relax, As the season of
Lent progresses, we need to be more sensitive about the presence of
God. We need to listen to the Holy Spirit, and search deep within our
hearts to examine our spiritual condition. Take the time to read chapter
5-7 in the gospel of Matthew where Jesus describes and explains the
message of God's kingdom. When you read this beautiful Sermon on
the Mount, you will realize how much you are deceived. Kneel down to
Jesus and confess that the power of the devil is too strong for you and
that you cannot beat temptation without the help of Him, the Holy
Spirit, and God's word. Admit that you just cannot do it, and that Jesus
is right when He says that you need to deny yourself, take your cross,
and follow Him. 1 John 5:4&5 says, “For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the
world—our faith. Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” Right now, believe that
Jesus is the Son of God, and see how wonderful it is that He beat this
temptation. Let the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bring victory to your life
forever. Amen.
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