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Sermon for Next Sunda

THE RAPTURE: MYSTERY OF
THE RESURRECTION

“YBehold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed,

“Jin a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound,
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
(I Corinthians 15:51~52)

he rapture of the church described by Paul in today's Bible
verses was a mystery unknown in the Old Testament, but now

revealed, "Behold, | tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we'

will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed” (1 Cor. 15:51~52). I've got to
tell you that the phrase “at the last trumpet” really gets me excited.
Personally, | love the sound of the trumpet; it's a heavenly sound to
my ears. Not too long ago | learned how to play this instrument, so
that now every time | blow into it | hear these incredibly beautiful
noises. The last sound we're going to hear before our resurrection is
the sound of the trumpet. Our resurrection is totally involved, as I've
always told you, in Jesus Christ. Jesus died, resurrected, and is
coming again. Paul clearly declared, *For | delivered to you as of first
importance what [ also received, that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried; and that He was
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 156:3~4).
Jesus also declared, “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in
God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many dwelling
places; if it were not so, | would have teld you; for | go to prepare a
place for you. If | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again
and receive you to Myself, that where | am, there you may be
also’(Jn. 14:1~3). We shouldn’t take the wonderful revelation of the
rapture lightly. |' know a lot of Christians don't think about this, but it
is a mistake because a firm belief in the resurrection and a solid
hope for the future gives us incentive for loving and serving Christ
today. What does the rapture mean to you?

The rapture means that you will be resurrected. Paul wrote about
the doctrine of the resurrection throughout today’s chapter,
concluding it with the Christian’s victory through Christ. He says,
“For as in Adam all die, so also'in Christ all will be made alive. But
each in his own order; Christ the first fruits, after that those who are
Christ’s at His coming”(1 Cor. 15:22~23). At the last trumpet, those
believers who are still alive on earth will be changed in an instant,
and those believers whose dead bodies are still on earth will be
changed in an instant, and all will be with Christ. Rapture time is all
about getting together with Jesus. | Thessalonians 4:16~18 says,
“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort
one another with these words.” When the: rapture comes, every
dead Christian body on earth will be resurrected first, and then those
who are still alive. The end of the world is going to be an amazingly

wonderful time for Christians!

The rapture means that you will be fully recovered. In the magnetic
moment of heavenly change believers will be like Jesus Christ, “See
how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be
called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world -
does not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we
are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be.
We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we
will see Him just as He is“{1 Jn. 3:1~2). Your rapture resurrection
will recover what Adam and Eve lost. You will have a perfect body
unhindered by pain. You will have a perfect mind no longer affected
by the Fall. You will have no more sickness, no more sorrow, and
never experience sin again, “and He will wipe away every tear from
their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer
be any mourning, or ¢rying, or pain; the first things have passed
away " (Rev. 21:4). All believers will experience total victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ! The creation will glory in what God has done
for His people, “For we know that the whole creation groans and
suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. And not only this,
but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as
sons, the redemption of our body”(Rom. 8:22~23). The culmination
of your position as God’s child is the resurrection ‘state. At the
rapture, all believers will be glorified and praise the Lord in glory.

The rapture means that you will be rewarded. Jesus said, "Behold,
| am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every
man according to what he has done' (Rev. 22:12). Salvation is not of
works but rewards are! What have you done lately? One Christian
reward is eternal life, “Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial;
for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life
which the Lord has promised to those who love Him”(Jam. 1:12).
Anocther reward offered Christians is for loving the coming of Christ,
“in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the rightecus Judge; will award to me on that day;
and not enly to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing” (2
Tim. 4:8). At the rapture, Christ will bring His rewards with Him.
Faithful service to our Lord, overcoming temptation, and being
steadfast will be rewarded. Let’s live in anticipation of that coming
day!

My dear friends, today is the last Sunday of 2010. Victery is
guaranteed to every believer. Are you excited? Are you ready for the
rapture? Please trust Christ as your personal Savior. What kinds of
rewards are awaiting you when Jesus returns? Praise the Lord
Jesus who loves you and me. Let's glorify Him now and forever.
Amen. 4
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