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Jesus Christ’'s Resurrection
(1 Corinthians 15:12-15)

Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead,
how say some among you that there is ho resurrection of the dead?

This important fact, that Jesus Christ resurrected
(rose from the dead), is the cornerstone of the
church of Christ. He is the way, truth, and life. His
resurrection really shows who He is. Paul told the
Corinthians, “Now if Christ is preached, that He has
been raised from the dead, how do some among you
say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there
is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been
raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our
preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. Moreover we
are even found to be false witnesses of God, because
we testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He
did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised (vv. 12-
15). Without Jesus' resurrection life is empty and every
witness is false. So this witness, that Jesus is
resurrected, totally relies on God. Jesus Christ's
resurrection is what theology is all about. It's the heart of
Christian faith. It's the fundamental nature of Christianity.

The church must preach Jesus' resurrection. The first
witness is the resurrection of Christ. That's the church’s
responsibility. And not just the first witness but a
continual witness. The church has to continually
proclaim Jesus' resurrection The church has to praise,
proclaim, and pray about the resurrection of Jesus. Its
existence depends on Jesus' resurrection. The way a
church proclaims the resurrection of Jesus Christ
determines whether it will live or die, If a church doesn’t
understand, it's dying or dead. If a church understands,
it’s living and alive. So, really the church’s one
foundation is Jesus Christ the Lord. She is His new
creation by water and word. From heaven Jesus came
and sought to be the church’s Holy Bride. With His own
blood He bought her and for her life He died. The elect
from every nation come under her domain as one in all
the earth. The church’s charter of salvation is one Lord,
one faith, one verse, and one Holy name. She blesses
and partakes of one holy food, and to one hope she
presses with every grace endowed.

Sunday is the perfect witness of His resurrection.
Sunday is the Lord’'s Day. It used to be kept as the
Sabbath Day, but now Sunday is the day for Christians.
Sunday is the day Jesus resurrected. That's why it is the
Lord’s Day. In church history AD 32 is the time when
they changed the Jewish calendar to reflect the Christian
worship day. Let's look at Mark 16:1&2, “When the
Sabbath was over, Mary Magadelene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that
they might come and anoint Him. Very early on the first

day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun
had risen.” Jesus rose, He was alive on that first day. In
the primitive church Christianity was organized by mostly
Jewish people, but they changed the worship calendar
because His resurrection was so important.

The New Testament also witnesses to Jesus’
resurrection. All twenty-seven (27) books emphasize,
reemphasize, and emphasize some more the
resurrection of Jesus. On every page we see He is
dying, overcoming death, and that one God sent Him to
us. Without His resurrection there is no Messiah. The
whole New Testament confirms and reconfirms Jesus’
resurrection. Amen.

Jesus’ disciples witness to His resurrection. They
were cowards as they lived for three years with Him,
witnessing His amazing miracles. They saw Lazarus rise
from the dead. They saw lepers being healed. They saw
blind men see. They saw all kinds of sick people healed.
Yet, even after all these things they still were cowards,
they still followed worldliness. But after they met the
resurrected Jesus Christ, they changed. Oh, how they
changed. After Jesus’ resurrection the disciples did
nothing but proclaim His resurrection. If you don’t have
His witness while your dying, you're not going to have it
for your living. The disciples found their living purpose.
Now they want to proclaim Christ's resurrection, they
want to proclaim eternal life even under persecution.

All believers witness for Jesus’ resurrection. Why?
Because He is alive, You may ask me how | know He
lives. | know because He lives in my heart. He changed
me. He made me born again into His new creation. He is
my Lord and Savior. Look at John 20:18, “Mary
Magdalene came, announcing to the disciples, ‘| have
seen the Lord™ Who is Mary Magdalene? She was a
woman with seven different devils in her. She was so
dirty and defiled. Yet, she was the one who proclaimed
to the disciples, Jesus' disciples, “I have seen the Lord”
Amen.

My dear friend, today is Easter Sunday. Do you really
believe in Jesus? This is a serious question. The church
witnesses to His resurrection. Sunday witnesses to His
resurrection. The New Testament witnesses to His
resurrection. The disciples witness to Jesus’
resurrection. All true Christians witness to His
resurrection. Do you have Jesus Christ in your heart? If
you do you can say, “l know Jesus Christ for He lives in
my heart in all ways and always.” §
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