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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

PALM SUNDAY

“And when they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent
two disciples, Psaying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied
[there] and a colt with her; untie [them,] and bring [them] to Me. - “And the multitudes going before Him, and
those who followed after were crying out, saying, “Hosanna to the Son of David; BLESSED IS HE WHO
COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Hosanna in the highest!” (Matthew 21:1~9)

uring the last week of Jesus' life in ministry, He spent time

with Lazarus, Martha, and Mary. They lived in Bethany, which
was close to Jerusalem, and He stayed with them the night
before and the night of His triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Jn.
12:1 & Mt. 21:17). When He awoke that morning, He decided to
show the world that He was the Messiah. He had a plan, so He
called two of His disciples to go to a neighboring village where
they would find a donkey and her colt. He told them to untie them
and bring them to Him. If anyone asked what they were doing,
they were to say, “The Lord has need of them”(v. 3). His plan to
ride into Jerusalem on a donkey's colt fulfilled the Old Testament
prophecy of Zechariah, which said, “Say to the daughter of Zion,
Behold your King is coming to you, gentle, and mounted on a
donkey, even a colt, the foal of a beast of burden”(v. 5).

After the disciples brought the donkey and the colt as Jesus
instructed them, they laid their coats on them and Jesus began
His ride into Jerusalem. His disciples and the multitude that
surrounded Him began shouting, "Hosanna to the son of David;
blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the
highest"(v. 9)! This was the first time that everyone recognized
Jesus as the Messiah, the son of David. His true genealogy, as
recorded in Matthew 1:1 was finally accepted. Today we
recognize Jesus as the Son of God, but on that day, Jesus
accepted the Jew's acknowledgement that He is the Son of
David. It is a day that we now remember and celebrate as Palm
Sunday.

In the first century, when a king entered his kingdom, people
lined the streets in celebration. The king usually rode a large
decorated white horse, followed by his soldiers and officials, with
professional musicians and banners. The royal procession moved
slowly, and everyone cheered and rejoiced at the king's coming.
For Jesus, this was His first public appearance as the King of
kings. When He was born, the wise men from the east came to
worship Him as Messiah (Mt. 2:11), as did the shepherds in the
fields near Bethlehem (Lk. 2:11-12; 20), but after this His kingship
was private. Now, as He entered Jerusalem on the colt of a
donkey, His disciples and followers welcomed Him as Messiah.

When you enter this church and hear the hymns resounding
through the air, does your heart welcome Jesus Christ as your
Messiah? Is Jesus Christ really the King of kings? If so, are you
willing to loudly cry out to worship, glorify, and honor Him this
Palm Sunday? Do you really want the spiritual salvation that Jesus

offers? Can you honestly sing “Hosanna”, which is the Greek
equivalent of a Hebrew greeting that means “save us we pray”
(Ps. 118:26)?

Jesus’ royal procession was different. He rode on a donkey colt,
not a white horse, and the people who surrounded Him were not
soldiers, but those whom He touched with His love. Two of them
were men born blind whom He healed (Mt. 20:29-34), His
disciples and followers were poor, so instead of throwing flowers,
they cut off the branches of palm trees and placed their coats on
the ground for Jesus to ride over. His procéssion was sincere and
beautiful, but with worldly eyes looked ragged not royal,

The appearance of His parade did not make His heart sad, for He
had the power to bring at a moments notice thousands upon
thousands of heavenly angels. What did sadden Him were the
people of Jerusalem, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often |
wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers
her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling”(Mt. 23:37).
The sinful pride, hypocrisy, and selfishness of Jerusalem made
Jesus cry. Worldly riches attracted them, and heavenly riches
drew them away. Jesus' crowd was poor, but they gave Him their
whole heart, and that is what is most wonderful in His eyes.

Look at yourself today. How much do you really bring to Jesus
Christ? If you want to make Jesus happy, you have to be like the
poor people who gathered around him, bringing everything,
hearts, clothes, and hands, to Him. It was all they could do, and
therefore the very best to Jesus. You already know that He is the
Son of God. Jesus told John's disciples to report to him what they
saw and heard, which was that “the blind receive sight and the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are
raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them” (Mt.
11:4-5). These people called Jesus their Friend, their King. Often
times we seek Jesus for comfort and understanding, but not to
give Him worship and honer. This is the last Sunday of Lent, the
week in which Jesus took the cross at Calvary to die for you
because He loves you. To the weak and poor, Jesus is the
Messiah, the King of kings, the Son of God. When your life as a
Christian here on earth is finished, you will see your Messiah,
Jesus Christ, whom the people of Jerusalem crucified at Calvary.
Do you believe it? Are you willing to follow Him to heaven,
praising and glorifying Him along the way? Y
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