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|| Sermon for Next Sunday |

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS

@ So I say, “My strength has perished, And so has my hope from the LORD .” - ?”The Lord’s
lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail. *¥ They are new every
morning; Great is Your faithfulness. ®® “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “Therefore I have
hope in Him.” “ The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, To the person who seeks Him. *? It is
good that he waits silently For the salvation of the LORD.

(Lamentations 3:18~26)

hen asked, all Christians easily confess that God is great and

faithful, but when trouble comes very few actually believe or
practice it. In today’s Bible verses, the prophet Jeremiah expresses
his deep misery over the utter destruction of Jerusalem and the
Temple by the Babylonians. In his lamentations, which in Hebrew
translate tears of sadness and trouble, he remembers the Lord's
faithfulness. Although he is distraught; pressed to the point of
complete despair, in his sufferings he finds hope in the Lord's loyal
love. As a Christian today, you will face situations very similar to
Jeremiah's. As long as you walk the narrow way here on this earth,
you will have tremendous suffering. You will feel like someone has
dropped you into the lion's den, like Daniel, or thrown you into a fiery
furnace, like Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, but God is always
faithful. The Israelites endured 430 years of slavery, but God
remained faithful the whole time. Any situation or any kind of
suffering that comes your way on this earth, God is watching you if
you are a true believer. He is with you every single minute. Do you
believe it? Is it hard for you to believe? When difficulties surround
you, will you cry or will you sing?

Jeremiah prayed, "My strength has perished, and so has my hope
from the Lord. Remember my affliction and my wandering, the
wormwood and bitterness. Surely my soul remembers and is bowed
down within me: This | recall to my mind, therefore | have hope* (wv.
18-21) Everybody hated Jeremiah, even his own people. As hard as
he tried to warn the Jews of God's wrath against their sins, they
rejected him. He witnessed the horrible events of Babylon's victory;
the starvation, the walls breached, the city secured and plundered,
the Temple, palace, and other buildings burned, and surviving
prisoners deported. Even though things appeared absolutely
hopeless, in his humbled state his soul found hope because he
remembered that in his past sufferings God was still there, Although
he thought all hope was lost, he was fooled. Jeremiah was not the
only one during this time period undergoing extreme difficulties.
Zedekiah's sons were all killed before his eyes, and then his eyes
were blinded and he was put in prison until he died.(Jer.. 52:10&11)
Jerusalem was looked upon with disdain, "How lonely sits the city
that was full of people! She has become like a widow who was once
great among the nations! She who was a princess among the
provinces has become a forced laborer”(Lam. 1:1) How much hope
would you have under this condition? The Jews cried, “Is it nothing
to all you who pass this way? Look and see if there is any pain like

my pain which was severely dealt out to me, which the Lord inflicted
on the day of His fierce anger”(Lam. 1:12) Everybody who looked at
Israel saw their punishment, but no one cared. It is the same here in
our city. Most of our churches are like ice with no love. Most of our
pastors are like actors with no cross or no blood of the Lamb.
Spiritually, all appears desolate, but God is still in this place. He still
gives us His Light and His revival message.

Jeremiah prayed, "The Lord's lovingkindnesses indeed never
cease, for His compassions never fail. They are new every morning;
Great is Your faithfulness”(vv. 22&23) These wonderful words of
truth give believers endurance and hope. Even though we find
ourselves in dark places, frightening situations, and painful
circumstances, God still brings sunshine, peace, and comfort. His
eternal love covers us completely. On the cross, His love makes
everyone alive. He is willing to meet you in your sinfulness, in your
sadness. When the tax collector cried, “God be merciful to me, the
sinner,” God met with him and justified him.(Lk. 18:13&14) Please
kneel down and humbly cry for God to be merciful to you, the sinner.
He will have compassion according to His abundant lovingkindness.
He loves you that much!

Jeremiah prayed, “The Lord is my portion, says my soul, therefore |
have hope in Him. The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, to the
person who seeks Him. It is good that he waits silently for the
salvation of the Lord" (vwv. 24-26) God is always faithful to those who
really trust and rely on Him. The Lord is faithful to all who place their
confidence in Him, who hope in Him. The Lord is God to whoever
seeks and waits for Him; to those He blesses. The Lord God is
faithful to whoever seeks His salvation. “Great is Thy Faithfulness, O
God my Father, There is no shadow of turning with Thee; Thou
changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; As Thou hast been
Thou forever wilt be. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thy
own dear presence to cheer and to guide; Strength for today and
bright hope for tomorrow, Blessings all mine, with ten thousand
beside! Great is Thy Faithfulness! Great is Thy Faithfulness! Morning
by morning new mercies | see; All | have needed Thy hand hath
provided—Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!” The writer of
this hymn used Lamentations 3:22&23 for his foundation.

My dear friend, God wants to meet with you right now. He wants
to give you mercy and grace right now. Please seek after Him and He
will come to you. Please wait on Him and He will bless you, Please
believe in Him and you will receive eternal life. Amen. f
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