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Heavenly Home

(Hebrews 11:13-16)

“But as it is, they desire a better country, that is a heavenly one.

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.”

Aﬂ the Old Testament believers
ied in faith, “without
receiving the promises, but having
seen them and having welcomed
them from a distance, and having
confessed that they were strangers
and exiles on the earth™ (v. 13).
The believers of old didn’t get the
promises, all that was included in
the actual coming of the Messiah,
but they believed in them and
looked forward to their arrival.
They admitted and witnessed on
their own that they were strangers
and exiles on this earth. Think
about yourself. If you think you are
a Korean who lives in South Korea
and, therefore, don’t qualify as an
alien/foreigner to this land, think
again. Are you a believer? All
believers are strangers to this earth,
no matter where they live. Often
times people try to make this earth
their own country. Abel, Enoch,
Noah, and Abraham saw from a
distance their homeland. They died
in faith longing for their own
country which was in heaven.
Their final home was not on this
earth, it was God's country. Too
many 21st century Christians think
and live as if this earth is their
country. They aren’t seeking their
heavenly home.

Those who know they are
strangers and cxiles here on this
carth “make it clear that they are
seeking a country of their own™ (v.
14). If Abel, Enoch, Noah,
Abraham, Sarah, Issac, Jacob and
Moses “*had been thinking of that
country from which they went out,
they would have had opportunity
to return. But as it is, they desired a
better country, that is, a heavenly
one. Therefore God is not ashamed
to be called their God; for He has
prepared a city for them™ (vv. 14-
16). Amen! These believers
practiced their faith. Their
situations and circumstances were
all different, but one thing they had

in common was that they all
sought a better country. They
yearned for that which is in
heaven. They desired a relationship
with God the Creator because of
His promises to prepare their
heavenly home.

My dear friends, God has given
us a warning not to shrink back
from thinking of heaven, “But we
are not of those who shrink back to
destruction, but of those who have
faith to the preserving of the soul”
(Heb. 10:39). Heaven is the place
that God has chosen to preserve
our souls. This earth is temporary.
Heaven is eternal. “But My
righteous one shall live by faith;
and if he shrinks back, My soul has
no pleasure in him” (Heb. 10:38).
God takes no pleasure in those
who withdrawal from His
promises. “For yet in a very little
while, He who is coming will
come, and will not delay” (Heb.
10:37). We need to start practicing
our faith. We need 1o pursue the
kingdom of God in faith. “Now
faith is the assurance of things
hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen” (Heb. 11:1). Faith gives
reality and proof of things unseen,
treating them as if they were
already objects of sight rather than
of hope. As Christians we look for
what we see right now, for the
assurance of things hoped for. “For
by it the men of old gained
approval” (Heb. 11:2). By faith
they believed in the Word of God,
“By faith we understand that the
worlds were prepared by the word
of God, so that what is seen was
not made out of things which are
visible™ (Heb. 11:3). Do you
understand? There’s a huge
difference in living by faith in
God'’s promises and living by sight
for the here and now.

The believers of old witnessed
that they were strangers and exiles
on this earth. Do you do that? As

Christians, we are seeking the
promised country of eternal
salvation which God prepared for
us. Clearly that place is not this
earth, How much do you shrink
back to destruction? Think about it.
You were born on this earth and
your parents or guardians raised
you up on this earth. You have
fellowship with family, friends, and
neighbors on this earth. Your
dreams, education, family,
children, and business take place
on this earth, Many find happiness
in their cultural surroundings on
this earth. They seek larger homes,
superior bigger
opportunities, improved lifestyles,
a better country, and more business
and property. Are your hopes and
dreams tied to this earth? Are you
trying to make this earth the best
life? Oh, what a sad state. What a
shrinking back to destruction!
Christians are born again. Their
home is heaven. They are new
creatures—children of God. Does
your heart get excited about this
more than it does over the
conveniences of this earth? Do you
respect this earthly life more than a
heavenly life? The old believers
didn’t have a worldly dream
centered on Solomon’s riches and
wealth.

Think about the Apostle Paul
and his trials and tribulations. How
does your life compare to his? Are
you really a believer or are you a
hypocrite? Are you really seeking
a heavenly home or is your heart
set on earthly things? Do you look
to the cross for God’s eternal
Word? “Therefore, since we have

educations,

so great a cloud of witnesses
surrounding us, let us also lay aside
every encumbrance and the sin
which so easily entangles us, and
let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us, fixing our eyes
on Jesus, the author and perfecter
of faith, who for the joy set before

Him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God™
(Heb. 12:1&2). Amen!

Jesus asks you to deny yourself,
take your cross, and follow Him.
Do you know how to receive the
home of heaven? You have to
follow Jesus. What manner of life
is more important than the cross?
Is living for yourself better than
denying yourself? Your “self”
always wants earthly things until
you deny it. If you don't deny
yourself, you will finally deny
God. If you deny God, your home
is earth. For when you recognize
self there is no God and earth
becomes your only choice. When
you deny yourself, you recognize
God and your homeland becomes
heaven. Of the thousands and
thousands of Israelites who looked
to the promised land, only Joshua
and Galeb entered. And even they
had to journey forty long years
through the desert. Everyone else
shrunk back to destruction because
their home was in this earth.

Today is our church’s birthday.
Is Choong Hyun headed toward a
earthly home or a heavenly home?
Where is your home my dear
friends? If your home is heaven,
deny yourself, take your cross, and
follow Jesus. All the believers of
old believed by faith in God and
saw His promises without
receiving them. Do you have hope
for the heavenly kingdom and not
earthly things? God help us. Jesus
help us. Holy Spirit help us. Please
open our spiritual eyes to see the
kingdom of heaven and to see the
cross which displays Your great
love for us. Let us confess that we
are sinners and through the
cleansing of Your blood become
your children. Let us live as
strangers and exiles of this earth, =
anxiously awaiting our heavenly
home. Amen.
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