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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

THE GOD WHO IS THERE

“Now the Spirit of God came on Azariah the son of Oded, “and he went out to meet Asa and said to him,

“Listen to me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: the LORD is with you when you are with Him. And if

you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will -+ “And nation was crushed by

nation, and city by city, for God troubled them with every kind of distress. "But you, be strong and do not
lose courage, for there is reward for your work.”(2 Chronicles 15:1~7)

any of David's descendants did not practice the faith, like King

Asa's father, but King Asa of Judah “did good and right in the
sight of the Lord his God."(2 Chr. 14:1~2) He created a revolution!
Whatever bad job his ancestors made, he cleaned it up and
commanded Judah to seek the Lord God and to "observe the law
and the commandment.”(2 Chr. 14:3~5) God blessed their actions
by giving them rest on “every side,” enabling them to build and
prosper their nation. (2 Chr. 14:6~7) The devil came back again,
using a neighbor with an "army of a million men and 300 chariots.”(2
Chr. 14:9) The people of Judah were scared. Asa did not trust his
own people, he only trusted God. He prayed, “Lord, there is no one
besides You to help in the battle between the powerful and those
who have no strength; so help us, O Lord our God, for we trust in
You, and in Your name have come against this multitude. O Lord, You
are our God; let not man prevail against You."(2 Chr. 14:11) Asa
focused on God, and God helped him, “So the Lord routed the
Ethiopians before Asa and before Judah, and the Ethiopians fled."(2
Chr. 14:12) They experienced the biggest victory. As soon as they
returned home, God sent His prophet, not to say that they did a
goed job, but to remind them that Ged is with them when they are
with God. '

Before Asa's reign, Judah was in terrible condition. Asa came in
and fixed things and everybody hated him, but he focused on God
and God gave him success. For ten years now, | have preached the
cross and gospel of Jesus Christ. | have pleaded with you not to leok
at the world, but to look to God. We have obeyed and many people
hate us for it. To date, we have sent out 10,000 missionaries and are
operating with one mind in unity, but my dear friend God is telling us
that we need to seek Him. QOur God is the God who is there. Do not
look at the money, fame, and success of our efforts, please focus on
God. Like Asa, God is sending His servant to tell us to seek the Lord,
“Listen to me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: the Lord is with you
when you are with Him. And if you seek Him. He will let you find
Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you."(v. 2) God is
available in any situation, so you must always focus on Him.

How wonderful is it to know that God is available? Is not that good
news? If you want to be with God, He wants to be with you. Human
nature makes us want to be strong, rich, have a good family, big
house, etc. In our efforts for success, we reach out to politicians and
business executives, and most often cannot get an appointment, but
if we are fortunate we may be able to schedule a short segment of
their time. There is no real hope in that, but as for your God, He is
always available. If you really seek the Lord there is real hope. He

answers all prayers. He is a Living God who loves you. This is the
best news, better than announcing a cure for cancer, better than
ending violence and crime, and better than acquiring great wealth.
This wonderful news tells us something about God. He is not only
the Creator God, He is the Caring God. He is not only the Lord God,
He is the Loving God. He is not only the Supreme God, He is the
Sympathizing God. This great God is the God who is there anytime
and anywhere.

How wonderful is it to know that God is available to sinners and
backsliders? The thief on the cross said to Jesus, “Jesus, remember
me when You come in Your kingdom!" Jesus told the thief, “Truly |
say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.” (Lk. 23:42~43)
The Israelites threw away the Law, but in their distress they turned
to God and He let them find Him. Jesus was available to beggars,
lepers, and blind men. He is available to children. He is available to
you.

How wonderful is it to know that God is available to those who
seek Him with all their heart? If your heart and soul truly desires to
meet with God, then He will meet with you, "But from there you will
seek the Lord your God, and you will find Him if you search for Him
with all your heart and all your soul.”(Deut. 4:29) Jeremiah 29:13
says, “You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with
all your heari." And Matthew 5:6 says, “Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”
Please, seek after Jesus Christ. There is no room for hypocrites or
for playing church, like many of today's Christians. A seeking Savior
meeting a seeking sinner brings salvation. Will you come to Jesus
with all your heart? Those who come in faith are never turned away,
“if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved - for
whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.”(Rom.
10:9~13)

My dear friends, | know many of you are practicing the faith. You
are denying yourself, taking your cross, and following Jesus. Our
church has peace, but we cannot be proud, we must be constant
seekers of the Lord. If the enemy is prancing around you, do not be
discouraged or depressed, only seek the Lord. If you have sinned,
confess your sin. If you have backslidden, then come back to the
Lord. Please seek Jesus with all your heart. He has given this
message to us as a church and as individuals. Let us not be proud,
but humble. This earth is filled with many, many bad things until
Christ returns. Please take comfort and courage in knowing that God
is there with you. Amen.
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