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The four Gospels inform us that Jesus is the Son of God and the work that
saves mankind through him from four divergent perspectives. While the
Gospel of Matthew shows the prophecies of the Old Testament from the Jew-
ish perspective were fulfilled through Jesus, the Gospel of Luke develops logi-
cally from the Gentile perspective, not the Jewish perspective, that Jesus is the
Son of God, and the stories about salvation. The Gospel of Mark reveals the
urgency of professing who Jesus is. In comparison with this, The Gospel of
John is narrated from the perspective of God. John is one of the twelve disci-
ples and was an internal leader who was closer to Jesus than Peter who was an
external leader. John lived very long, and 25 years after other gospels had
been written, around when he was almost one hundred years old, the Gospel
of John was written. Since the gospel was written by 'a Jesus' loving disciple'
who ministered over 65 years after Jesus had ascended into Heaven, the Gos-
pel of John was authoritative among believers when it was written. "In the be-
ginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
(John L:1)" The Gospel of John that generalizes the previous perspectives(the
perspective of earth, the perspective of the covenant, the perspective of
spreading the gospel) from the perspective of Heaven proclaims at the begin-
ning Jesus who is the word is the same as God the Father. The reason why Je-
sus was on this earth embodied in the flesh was to give direct teachings to hu-
mans who cannot face God because of their sins. “Jesus said to him, “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.(John 14:6)" The 'perspective of Heaven' that the Gospel of John says is that
the Son of God who was in Heaven came down to this earth, made the way to
go forward to God, and went back to God again. "No one has ascended into
heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.(John 3:18-15)" The first
meaning of Jesus' going back is Dying, and the Bible says that because He
came down from heaven, the Son of Man must be lifted up. "And I, when I
am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself” He said this to
show by what kind of death he was going to die.(John 12:32-33)" The second
meaning of Jesus' going back is Return and explains the image of lifting up of
not only Jesus but also all the people around and with Jesus, that is, the image
of salvation. "Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”(John 8:3)" When Jesus told regen-
eration to Nicodemus, the meaning of born again is born from heaven. The
perspective of Heaven that is characteristic of the Gospel of John is empha-

sized more in the text through Jesus, the good shepherd.

Jesus the Good Shepherd

"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep.(John 10:11)" Jesus referred to himself as the good shepherd. "just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.
(John 10:15)" The special way of taking care of sheep by Jesus who is the good
shepherd is to lay down his life. That's why, as believers, we should lay down
the greed that we just clutch but not discard. If we clutch something too tight-
ly, we can not seize the hand God holds out to us. When Jesus laid down his
life, God grasped Jesus with his hands of power, enlivened him, raised him up
to a high place, and empowered him to govern the whole universe and every
creature in the world. In order to examine the lesson of the good shepherd
more deeply, we should first examine the shepherd and sheep recorded in the
Old Testament. Most of the shepherds recorded in the Old Testament were
sheep farmers on an occupation-for-living basis. Because the main industry
of the Palestinian-Israel region was livestock farming, a shepherd was one of
the most common occupations at that period. It was the work that anyone
could do, but the Bible records that sheep can be happy and comfortable or
can be the 'prey of the world' according to the shepherd. A shepherd could

Sermon in English Translation

Our Sheep
Outside the Fence

(John 10:16-18)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

tend and guard a flock of about 150 sheep, and the fate of the sheep depended
upon the shepherd's capability and devotion to them, therefore a shepherd is
expressed as a leader. That's why the deliverer of God's words, or ruler of one
nation in the Bible is compared to a shepherd. "The Lord is my shepherd; I
shall not want.(Ps 23:1)" David's profession that the Lord, not the king of the
world or the power holders, is my shepherd is the zenith. From here, the con-
cept is developed a little further, and in the latter part of the Old Testament,
the concept of 'the shepherd the king' appears. And there comes also the
prophecy that God, the shepherd, will appoint the king of the world as God's
representative ruler, worker, and minister so that he fulfills the work which is
needed for the sheep. King David, or King of Persia, Cyrus who made the Is-
raelites go back to Jerusalem after seventy years in Babylonian Captivity is a
representative illustration. Furthermore, the Bible says the feature of the
coming Messiah who will save the world is the shepherd the king. Since the
one who protects, prospers, and takes charge of the restoration of the sheep is
the Messiah, the proclamation of Jesus, "I am the good shepherd." was the
statement which enlightened he was the Son of God and Messiah according
to the prophecy of the Old Testament.

The command of the Good Shepherd

The good shepherd described in the Old Testament protected, restored,
and led his sheep well, but Jesus did more ministries than the shepherds of
the Old Testament. The first trait of Jesus the good shepherd is the fact that he
knows the name of his sheep, and the sheep know his voice. The statement
that Jesus knows our names means that he knows our lives, conflicts in them,
and also our needs, and takes care of and provides us with these things. There
is a scene in which Jesus calls his disciples' names in person in the Bible. One
of the representative illustrations is the story of Zacchaeus. Zaccehaeus, a
tax-collector at Jericho, who was short in stature, climbed a sycamore tree to
see Jesus. By the way, Jesus himself reached where Zacchehaeus was, seeing
him face to face, and addressing him by name. That's why Zacchehaeus could
not but profess Jesus whom he just wanted to see even from afar, and who
came close to him in person, and calling him by name, as the 'Son of God.
"Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israel-
ite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”(John 1:47)" The story of Nathanael,
one of the twelve disciples of Jesus, a friend of Philip's, is another illustration.
When Jesus met Nathanael, he didn't call him directly by name, but said there
was no deceit in Nathanael. The second trait of Jesus the good shepherd is
that he lays down his life for his sheep, and the third trait is that he became a
perfect fence for his sheep and made them stay within the fence. "And I have
other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will lis-
ten to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd(v. 16)." Jesus the good
Shepherd commanded the sheep in the fold and ordered them to bring the
‘other sheep' that are not of the fold and make one flock with them again. Cel-
ebrating the 70th anniversary of the founding of the church, I expect that the
spirit of the nation evangelization and the world mission that we must fulfill
will be awakened once again within all believers. We have done well enough
to become the model of Korean churches, but proceeding to the 100th anni-
versary over the 70th, I hope we listen to the heart and voice of the Lord once
again. I bless in the name of the Lord that we are not pleased with being with-
in the fence, but the blessing that we think and take care of the sheep outside
of the fence with the heart of the Lord will be present.
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