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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

EPHESIAN CHURCH ALIVE WITH THE WORD OF GOD

““And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and
persuading [them] about the kingdom of God. *But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient,
speaking evil of the Way before the multitude, he withdrew from them and took away the disciples, reasoning

daily in the school of Tyrannus. "”And this took place for two years, so that all who lived in Asia heard the
word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. " (Acts 19:8-20)

ntil Paul visited Ephesus, the believers there only knew about

John's baptism of repentance, not Jesus’ baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Paul explained to them that, "John baptized with the baptism of
repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after
him, that is, in Jesus”(19:4). These people believed in the Word of Ged,
but did not know anything about their need for baptism in the name of
the Lord Jesus. Once Paul shared the good news, twelve men accepted
it and received Jesus' baptism. Afterward, he prayed over these men
and laid his hands on them and the Holy Spirit came on them. They
experienced wonderful miracles, “speaking with tongues and
prophesying”(19:6). Paul continued witnessing the gospel for about
three months in their synagogue. Many more accepted God's Word and
many did not, which is usual. However, when some "were becoming
hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the people,
he withdrew from them and teok away the disciples, reasoning daily in
the school of Tyrannus”{v. 9). He taught at this school for two years,
preaching nothing but the Word of God.

Great majorities of today's churches emphasize morality and chooses
to focus on how to live successfully, rather than preach the Word of
God. | remember when | first came to Choong Hyun that many people
were against my preaching Christ only. People told me that everyone
already knew about the cross, and that | should focus on how to live the
Christian life. Preaching Christ brings out the evil in people, but it also
can change them. After two years of Paul’s preaching, many believers’
eyes spiritually opened, and they confessed their sins and changed their
evil ways. They were able to see their wrong doings. Too many
Christians do not believe in the true Christ, but rather in a cultural Christ.
Listen my dear friends; the Word of God is the only truth. Human nature
is sinful and uncontrolling. Only the Word of God can change human
nature. Humanity loves evil. Self-pleasure, greed, and pride are things
that affect everybody, just like the Ephesian church. They gathered to
pray for worldly things because they did not know that much about
Jesus, and nothing about the Holy Spirit. Paul preached Jesus and they
received the Holy Spirit, and miracles began happening.

In order for the power of the Word of God to take affect, someone
must plant and water it. Paul did not talk to the believers in Ephesus
about evil, purity, and humanity; he just preached the gospel, “reasoning
and persuading them about the kingdom of God"(v. 8). His words were
all about Jesus. Paul taught the Jews and Gentiles nothing but the Word
of God. Many believers accepted it and many rejected it. “so that all
who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks" (v.
10). For the past seven years, | have preached nothing but the Gospel.
Many people reject my preaching, asking me to talk about how
Christians can live in this world nicely and happily. The church has to
plant and water, in other words preach the word of God! Jesus said,
“This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a
witness to all the nations, and then the end will come”(Mt. 24:14). The
church has the responsibility to preach the whole word concerning the
kingdom of God. The impartant thing is to focus on planting and
watering God's Word. Its growth is the responsibility of the Holy Spirit.

As Paul preached the Word of God, the Ephesian church listened and
obeyed it. They accepted Jesus' gift of the Holy Spirit, and when they

did, they started to grow. Miracles began to happen, Diseases left, evil
spirits went out, and Satan’s ministry started to crumble. A place filled
with darkness received the Light that shines eternally bright. All their
evil practices came into view, and they saw it and repented. Their lives
started to change. They realized their idolatry in their worship of
tradition, culture and customs. They had believed in the power of evil,
practicing magic, “And many of those who practiced magic brought
their books together and began burning them in the sight of everyone;
and they counted up the price of them and found it fifty thousand pieces
of silver”(v. 19). Even in today's market, that is a lot of money! The
depth of their sin was great, but the Word of God "is living and active
and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the
division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge
the thoughts and intentions of the heart”(Heb. 4:12). Amen! The Word
of God taught them what is wrong and what is right. They believed in
the gospel of truth, and started practicing their faith, confessing their
sins and growing in the Lord.

The Word of God overcomes all evil. It prevails in the heart of each
believer. As the Word of God grew in the Ephesian’s hearts, the power
of evil began to diminish. The Word of God was destroying the love of
material things, traditions, magic power, hypocrisy, and selfishness. The
shine of the gospel was showing everyone his or her wrong doings. No
longer was the earth and money boss, or even themselves, they
realized the only boss is the Word of God. As the Word of God grew in
their hearts, they became witnesses. Great leaders started to emerge
and go out to spread the good newslv. 22). When the Word of God is
preached, the ministry of the church changes, the member's lives
change, and thefoundation for growth prevails as a result of the fruits of
the Holy Spirit. 1 Thessalonians 2:13 says, “For this reason we also
constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which
you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what
it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who
believe.” The philosophies of human beings cannot compare to God's
way of thinking. “Is not My word like fire?” declares the Lord, “and like
a hammer which shatters a rock? “(Jer. 23:29).

Have you prepared your heart for hearing the gospel in this sermon?
Did you pray before coming to church today? After hearing God's Word,
do you really practice it in your life? After Jesus died, resurrected, and
ascended, the acts of Christians came into play. Luke wrote a whole
book about the early Christians, describing how the Word of God, once
planted and watered in humble human hearts, grows, prevails, and
witnesses to the world. | am asking you, is the fruit of the Holy Spirit as
evident in your life as it was in their lives? s the Word of God living in
you? Are you truly alive because of the Word of God, or are you just a
dead person walking? | sincerely hope Jesus has transformed you, and
that you are following His directions, living everyday for His glory
because if the living Word of God has not penetrated your heart, then
you are heading for eternal suffering. Right now, your woes are short-
lived, but after this life, they become etemal without Jesus. My friend,
you need Jesus, the Son of God, the only One who has the power and
authority to make you eternally alive through His Word. i
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