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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

WHAT KIND OF CHURCH BEGAN AT PENTECOST?

“And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness. “And the congregation of those who
believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own;
but all things were conmon property to them. “?And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. *For there was not a needy person
among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales
“and lay them at the apostles’ feet; and they would be distributed to each as any had need. (Acts 4:31~35)

t can be said with certainty that the primitive church had

distinctive marks of identification. Today's Bible verses highlight
several key characteristics that should be attributes of all churches.
Let us look at these important features and recognize their need in
fulfilling Ged's purpose for His church. For right now, churches the
world over are fading away from their calling. Their key
characteristics are changing and their spiritual power is turning off.

The church that started at Pentecost was a praying church. When
they prayed things started happening, “And when they had prayed,
the place where they had gathered together was shaken.”(v. 31) As
they prayed, crowding out their own opinions, they received an
answer. Jesus taught them that they could not go forward on their
own power, and with their own mind and will. He told them,
“"Whatever you ask in My name, that will | do, so that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything in My name, |
will do it."(dn. 14:13~14) Their prayers had tremendous effects.

The church that started at Pentecost was filled with the Holy
Spirit, “and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit."(v. 31) As
humans, we are filled with various emotions that are short lived.
We can be feeling on top of the world and happy one minute and at
the very next moment be sad and upset. The filling of the Holy
Spirit is different, “Or do you not know that your body is a temple
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that
you are not your own?"(1Cor. 6:19) The filling of the Holy Spirit
makes believers God’'s people. It is everlasting! When the Holy
Spirit comes upon you, when God comes into your heart, you have
great power. The first church was filled with the Holy Spirit
because they prayed in one accord. Their hearts were as one. Paul
told the Corinthian church, “"Now | exhort you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be
no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the
same mind and in the same judgment.”(1Cor. 1:10)

The church that started at Pentecost “began to speak the word of
God with boldness.”(v. 31) The purpose of the Holy Spirit is to
edify, encourage, and equip believers with the power to live and
proclaim the gospel. Jesus said, “but you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the
remotest part of the earth."(Acts 1:8) Peter and John were
fishermen, not professional scholars, but when they preached
people recognized their power, "Now as they observed the
confidence of Peter and John and understood that they were
uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began to
recognize them as having been with Jesus.”(Acts 4:13) Even when
severe persecution came to the primitive church, and many of its
members had to scatter to other lands, the Bible tells us,

"Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching
the word." (Acts 8:4)

The church that started at Pentecost was a church of generosity,
“And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart
and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to
him was his own, but all things were common property to them.
For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were
owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds
of the sales and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and they would be
distributed to each as any had need.”(vv. 32,34~35) As Koreans,
we come together so strongly, yet still this is an impossible thing
for us. Indeed, it is not an easy thing to do, especially for the
Jewish people of that day, but they did it. When a devout young
man came to Jesus asking about how he could receive eternal life,
Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be complete, go and sell your
possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; and come, follow Me."(Mt. 19:21) This young man
practiced God’s commandments, but could not practice all of God's
commandments, The primitive church was “storing up for
themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so
that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.”(1Tim. 6:19)

The church that started at Pentecost was a church of grace, "And
with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them
all.”{v. 33) Grace is a gift of God, not something anyone can obtain
through their own efforts. The primitive church had thanksgiving.
They appreciated their eternal lives and citizenship in heaven. They
knew what it meant to have their sins forgiven. Everything that
they had considered their own individually became unimportant.
Living for God and by God bécame paramount. Paul wrote to the
Roman church, “For through the grace given to me | say to
everyane among you not to think more highly of himself than he
ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God
has allotted to each a measure of faith. For just as we have many
members in one body and all the members do not have the same
function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually members one of another.”(Rom. 12:3~5)

My dear friend, Jesus asks us to be His witnesses. He wants to
build His church here at Choong Hyun. Therefore, we must
manifest the key characteristics of the church that started at
Pentecost! Are we a praying church? Are we all filled with the Holy
Spirit? Are we preaching God's word with boldness? Are we
generous? Are we truly a church of grace? | hope you are ready to
deny yourself, take your cross, and follow Jesus because this
congregation needs to turn on their spiritual power and move
toward its purpose. Amen. §
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