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Real Faith Brings Great Joy

"..-and though you have not seen Him, you love Him,

and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him,

you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,

obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls“(1 Peter 1:3-9)

Pe.fer' wrote this letter to the believers who lived as “aliens,
scattered” in the provinces of Asia Minor. The term “aliens,
scattered" literally means the “exiles of the dispersion”. These
predominantly Gentile Christians, whose true citizenship was in
heaven, were experiencing the suffering and trials that often
come to Christians as they live faithfully in a pagan and hostile
society. As such, Peter encouraged his readers to rejoice in their
faith. In today's passage, he recites the wonderful blessings that
come to God's redeemed children through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead. In essence, He highlights the
wonderful truth that real faith brings great joy.

In discussing real faith, Peter tells believers, "and though you
have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him
now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible
and full of glory'(v. 8). As someone who formally practices their
faith, do you have the kind of joy Peter is describing? Is there
Jjoy beyond description in your heart? Is there joy full of beauty
and brilliance shining through you? Peter praises God by saying,
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead”(v. 3). Peter has the kind of joy that comes from the
resurrection. This joy cannot come from hard work or study. This
great joy comes through faith. Do you have this joy?

Many of Peter's readers never saw or touched Jesus. They only
heard the gospel, after which they confessed and believed. When
we look at the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, we find
many people who actually saw and met Jesus. Many of these
people benefited from Him; they received healing and heard the
gospel of heaven spoken from the lips of the Son of God. What
happened next? They crucified Him. They loved Him, and then
they killed Him. Even His disciples, who spent three years in His
presence, abandoned Him at the cross. Thomas went so far as fo
doubt Christ's resurrection until He could see and touch Him(Jn.
20:25). When he did meet the Risen Lord, he said, "My Lord and
my God!" Jesus responded, "Because you have seen Me, have you
believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed"(Jn.
20:29). Thomas didn't believe Jesus before His crucifixion, when
He told him that he would rise in three days. He believed
everything but His word. How about you? You don't get to see
Jesus, you don't get to hear from Him directly, and you don't get
the advantage of miracles from His physical touch. Do you still
believe in Him?

Faith comes through hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.
The whole Bible tells the story of Jesus, but it's the New
Testament that bears witness to Christ's resurrection. The book
of Acts, which doesn't center on Christ's resurrection but instead
focuses on the sinner, shows us how those who meet the
resurrected Jesus through faith receive the same blessings as
Jesus received. What blessing is that? It is the blessing of
“being born again to a living hope”. Amen. The resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead causes us, poor sinners, to be born

again, just like Jesus.

At the end of the earth, God will show us the salvation that
comes through faith by Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection,
“obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your
souls”(v. 9). Amen. All those who are borh again will receive
eternal life. How is that they get eternal life? Those who have
faith, not a religion, philosophy, or tradition, but who really believe
in the resurrected Jesus will be born agaih. The resurrection is
the beginning for all born again humans. This resurrection gives
living hope. All humans have some kind of hope, dream, vision, or
purpose. Every hope that comes from a person not born again, is a
decaying and dying hope. It is a deadly hope! Through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, believers “obtain an
inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade
away, reserved in heaven for you'(v. 4). If you are born again, you
are “protected by the power of God"(v. 5). My friends, the proof
of your faith, “being more precious than gold which is perishable,
even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ“(v. 7). The result
of your faith at the second coming of Jesus Christ will bring
salvation to your soul. All carthly things will disappear when you go
before the Judge. Everything will melt but your faith. The only
thing that will matter is your faith. Can your faith withstand the

| test of fire?

Real faith is important. As a descendant of the faith from
Abraham, you inherit eternal blessings unstained by evil and
unimpaired by time. You are protected by God's power through
faith, “In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little

| while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials"(v.
' 6). My dear friend, knowledge of your secure position and
. inheritance brings rejoicing, the proof of the reality of your faith,

| increasing love for Jesus, and assurance of the completion of your
. salvation. I pray that your real faith brings great joy to you today

and forever. Amen. i
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