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Sermon for Next Sunda

SAVE SOME

To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak;

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some.
(1Corinthians 9:22)

Il Christians know that we should share our faith. As a true

believer, Paul was eager to share his faith with everyone.
He did not care if the person was a Jew or Gentile. He never let
pride interfere with Jesus Christ's great commission to "Go
into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation”(Mk.
16:15). Too often Christ’s great commission is our great
omission. Today's believers are afraid or intimidated to tell
others of Christ. Sadly, the greatest lack in today’s churches is
evangelism. The gospel is a wonderful message. It is God's top
secret to eternal life. How can we rid ourselves of the fear of
sharing our faith? How can we save some from eternal
destruction?

Compassion is paramount in sharing the gospel. Paul said,
“...| have become all things to all men---"(1Cor. 9:22). He was
willing to change because he deeply cared about the souls of
others. His heart contained real love. He gave up himself
anytime, anywhere, and no matter what the situation, to talk
about the meaning of faith in Jesus Christ. Before Paul met our
Lord Jesus Christ, he was a proud Pharisee. He would have
never spoken to others about God in a loving and kind manner.
He was a highly religious man who thought himself above
others. He hated and tried to destroy the primitive church in its
fancy. Paul was changed forever when he met Jesus on the
road to Damascus. This new convert became filled with
compassion for the lost. He pursued, prayed, and pleaded with
them to come to Jesus. This former persecutor became a
preacher of the gospel. No matter how many times he was
beaten and stoned, he still preached Christ. No matter how
many times he was left hungry and starving, he still preached
Christ. No matter how many times he was jailed, he still
preached Christ. He did not give up but persevered and
continued to reach lost people in dangerous places because he
truly understood that the gospel, the good news, was for
everyone. For him, Jesus was the extreme example of pure
compassion, especially on the cross. Compassion conquers
cowardness and creates courage. If you really care about
somebody you will overcome your fears and share your faith
with them because if they accept Jesus their soul will be
saved.

Communication is an important key in sharing the gospel.
Paul said, “--so that | may by all means--"(1Cor. 9:22).
Different people require different communication. Some people
need to be told about Jesus softly, while others need to hear
the gospel with a loud bang. Paul talked and acted in
accordance to the person or crowd he faced. If he was with

Jews, he talked and acted like a Jew. If he was with Gentiles,
he talked and acted like a Gentile. If the Jews didn't eat pork,
then he didn't eat pork. If the Gentiles ate pork, then he ate
pork. If the Jews took off their shoes upon entering their
homes, then he took off his shoes before entering their homes.
If the Gentiles wore shoes into their homes, then he wore
shoes into their homes. Paul removed the cultural barriers that
separate one man from another. He added Christ to his
communication to bridge all gaps. At some point in witnessing
Christ, words are required. Jesus said to the woman at the
well, "Give Me a drink"(Jn. 4:7). What a great start to an
awesome conversation. Philip said to the Ethiopian reading the
prophet Isaiah, “Do you understand what you are reading”(Acts
8:30). This is another wonderful conversation starter. By all
means is an unlimited avenue to communication. Are you
willing to put your faith on the line and be kind to the people
God places before you? Are you willing to go out and
communicate Christ to non-believers?

Confidence is vital in sharing the gospel. Paul said, "---so that
| may by all means save some"”(1Cor. 8:22). Paul expecied a
result. If you want to save some, you need to have confidence.
You need to witness in faith! In writing to the church in Rome,
Paul told them, "if somehow | might move to jealousy my
fellow countrymen and save some of them”(Rom. 11:14). He
also told them, “And we know that God causes all things to
work together for good to those who love God, to those who
are called according to His purpose”(Rom. 8:28). When Jesus
sends you, you can be confident that He will do His will through
you. Paul shared the gospel even while in jail. He went to the
Philippians and they beat him and imprisoned him, yet he
continued to pray and sing hymns to God, and God opened his
jail doors so that he could continue evangelizing. Paul told
Timothy, “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of
Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by
His appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great
patience and instruction”(2Tim. 4:1~2). You can always be
confident in Christ. There is never a circumstance or situation
where He cannot prevail.

God wants everyone to come to faith. Can He use you to
save some? Do you have His love in your heart? If so, then
communicate the gospel to those God brings before you in
confidence, knowing that Jesus is the answer to every human
problem or dilemma. Reach out to the lost people that you
meet everyday and by all means save some. Amen. 4
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