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The last Friday evening when our church had the neighbor invitation concert,
a Christian broadcasting network requested an interview with me throwing a
question. The first question was 'How did you prepare for a variety of events cele-
brating the 70th anniversary?. What I thought most important in preparing for
various events was that owing to the grace piled up over grace and by God's being
with us, the church becomes the one and reveals the dream for the future and I
feel appreciated for God to have replied to us. The second question was 'the his-
torical meaning of the 70th anniversary. There have been three great waves in
the history of the revival in Korea, and the first wave was the affair that missionar-
ies came to Korea, and the church came to be rooted in this land by Pyongyang
Great Revival, etc. The second revival was that God allowed through the church
the new hope to this land that had become devastated due to the Korean War.
The third wave was that many churches grew up as mainstream churches along
with the economic revival in the 1970s. Our church, which was at the forefront of
the second wave, greatly revived on the third wave and was established as a mod-
el church to other churches in many respects. Even though there was a hard and
difficult time, God allowed our church its unique character through the time of
refinement. This is the very 'Choonghyun Church-like' that was expressed in the
Choonghyun Weekly, in 1988, by a brother, a seventh grader of the college com-
munity at that time. When we connect Choonghyun Church-like with the Five
Goals of our church, the appearance of adoring the worship service and un-
changingly offering the prepared worship service is a very grateful Choonghyun
Church-like appearance. Because we have been running with the goal of foster-
ing the Heavenly workers for a long time, the splendid appearance of
Choonghyun Church-like is contained in our church workers. Characters like
loyalty and discernment, wisdom and purity, obedience and wisdom which are
difficult to co-exist exist together with the help of the Holy Spirit. The same is
true of evangelism and missions. The photos of the senior reverend making ef-
forts to the missionary work for North Korea, the spirit of emitting missionaries
to Five Oceans and Six Continents, and the passion of sending around 3,000
dedicated short-term missionaries a year embrace the Choonghyun Church-like
touching spirit. However, I have not found yet the Choonghyun Church-like in
the love of neighbors clearly. Through the parable of the Good Samaritan Jesus
taught, I would like to seek through the words how to be equipped with the
Choonghyun Church-like in the love of neighbors in the future.

Approached him

A Jew living in Jerusalem took a journey to Jericho. On the road that I walked
on once in person, which a considerable amount of physical strength is needed
to walk on, the Jew met robbers and reached almost dead. A priest, a Levite, and a
Samaritan passed by in front of the fallen Jew. "Now by chance a priest was going
down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side.(v 81)" Since
a priest was the person who had the responsibility for taking care of some others
faster than anyone else, the Bible writes by chance' from the position of the per-
son who was robbed. However, the priest just ‘passed by' the Jew. A certain Bible
scholar defends the priest by saying that he could not but pass by to officiate of-
ferings because if a priest made himself unclean from touching the dead body,
he could not perform the duties, but some other experts are making a counterar-
gument that according to Sadducees, priests at that period did not get unclean.
Examining the arguments between scholars, I thought Jesus rang the warning
bell in order for us not to say an excuse T could not but do it'like the priest did. A
Levite whose duty of purification was a little lighter than that of a priest also
passed by the person who was robbed. "But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came
to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion.(v 33)" In contrast to
the priests and Levites, a Samaritan, who was rather distant from the Jews, went
to the person who was robbed and bound up his wounds, took him to the place
where he could rest, and took care of him. The painter Van Gogh in his painting
'the Good Samaritan' depicted the appearances of the robbed person and the Sa-
maritan who carried him clearly in contrast to that he depicted two persons who
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passed by dimly. I think it embraces well Jesus' lesson about what sort of life we
should live in order for us not to disappear shabbily into the obscurities of

history.

The practice of the two denarii

Arriving at the inn, the Samaritan not only took care of the Jew overnight but
also the next morning before he left for the road paid two denarii to the innkeep-
er asking to take care of the robbed person till he came back. By paying two de-
narii equivalent to the wage for two days we are not likely to have big problems
or serious inconvenience in our lives, therefore, we should practice the love of
neighbors without feeling burdensome for having the Samaritan's merciful
mind. I hope this spirit of Jesus is contained in the love of neighbors which is a
goal of Choonghyun Church-like. I bless that our lives and actions after this will
become like that of the Good Samaritan. Observing carefully the painting by
Rembrandt, a painter, which depicts the scene in which the Samaritan arrives at
the inn, we can find a person keeping an eye on this scene through a window.
The person is the painter himself as well as represents a true believer who accepts
the parable of Jesus seriously. "And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the
test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?"(Luke 10:25). In the
background of the parable of the Good Samaritan, there was a question about
the way of obtaining eternal life that was asked by a lawyer. After asking back to
the lawyer who answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your
neighbor as yourself”’(Luke 10:27), Jesus replied, “You have answered correctly; do
this, and you will live.(Luke 10:28)", and talked the parable of the Good Samaritan.
In the later etching of the same scene by Rembrandt there is another person
whom we should help at the end of sight of the person who is looking at the good
Samaritan helping the robbed person. I hope that by realizing the lesson of Jesus
by heart, you and I practice the love of neighbors.

Choonghyun Church-like of the love of neighbors

What is Choonghyun Church-like of the love of neighbors that we should
plant and cultivate in our church in the future through the parable of the Good
Samaritan? I think there is an important Choonghyun Church-like related to the
love of neighbors in the current funeral ministry of our church. The heart of the
person when he suddenly has bereaved a loved family has lots of similarities to
that of the robbed person in terms of feelings. I think each parish of our church
wholeheartedly embraces their feelings, devotedly taking care of them, therefore,
Choonghyun Church-like is revealed well in the funeral ministry. I hope
'Choonghyun Church-like' which is like the good Samaritan will be continuously
preserved better. Furthermore, I bless Choonghyun Church-like of the love of
neighbors will be spreaded to more ministries. For this, we should not stay within
just listening to the word but go forward by acting on it. It is because the lesson
that one should act well on what one has listened to intently is the message of the
parable of the Good Samaritan. The good circulation that our good behaviors
have good influences on others, so they also do good works is the core of Jesus'
teaching. 'Hold on to the covenant, and go into the world and neighbors' is the
goal of our church that God who allowed the 70th anniversary has given to our
church this year. We should become believers who can reveal what believers we
are and show Choonghyun Church-like in the very place where we are living; It is
because this is the way of good influence that Jesus taught us and that we long for.
I bless in the name of the Lord that in the field of life where we live with our
neighbors, by bearing well the life of a divine calling with loving heart before God
when we go forward achieving Choonghyun Church-like through the love of
neighbors, we will be established as the very church that God is really pleased
with and loves, and as the very believers.
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