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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

“APPOINTMENT TIME WITH GOD"

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
so that eachone may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done,
whether good or bad.” (2 Corinthians 5:10)

any people today keep daily, weekly, and monthly planners to
Mschedule their activities. Some use a calendar to mark the
dates for their commitments, and some fortunate others can still rely
on just their memory for meetings. Whatever method you use to
remember your engagements, the bottom line is that you have to
meet someone and be semewhere at a certain time, like the doctor
or dentist’s office, friend of family’s home, church service, or some
type of work place. Everyone has appointments to keep. Sometimes
you can delay or cancel them, but no one can get out of their
appointment time with Jesus Christ at His throne. This appointment
is inescapable!

You will stand in front of Jesus Christ our Savior. Today's Bible
verse is quite clear, “For we must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ”, No one is exempt from this gathering. John 5:21-22
says, "For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life,
even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes. For not even the
Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son.”
Jesus has total power in this meeting. If you do not know Him, you
are unsaved. Unsaved people face hell-fire consequences. Acts
10:42-43 says, "And He ordered us to preach to the people, and
solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by
God as Judge of the living and the dead. Of Him all the prophets bear
witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him
receives forgiveness of sins.” Jesus Christ is the Savior. He came to
this earth to save human beings from eternal death. He died on a
cross in payment for our sins. He is the only source for the
forgiveness of sin. He is God's grace to a fallen world. "God will
judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus"(Rom. 2:18). Right
now, we are talking about Jesus Christ as our Savior, but at this
appointment, if you do not know Him, you are in deadly trouble,
There is no second chance, no grace or mercy, at His judgment seat.
The time for salvation is now.

You will stand in front of the omniscient Jesus Christ. You cannot
deceive or exaggerate your position with Him. He knows everything
about you, John 10:27 says, "My sheep hear My voice, and | know
them, and they follow Me.” Before you face your judgment call, if
you already know Him, then you already follow Him, but if you are
meeting Him for the first time on that day, you have no excuse. He
knows your heart. He knows what rules you do and do not follow. He
knows how much money you have made, and how well you have
managed it. He knows what books you have read, and every secret
in your life. He knows every thought you have had and every word

that has come out of your mouth. 2 Timothy 4:1-2 says, "l solemnly
charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to
judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:
preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.” Do you proclaim
the gospel in your life? Where is the majority of your energy and time
spent? Is it concentrated on your family or kids, perhaps your
business ventures, or maybe on just having fun? Think about it
because Jesus Christ knows about it.

You will stand before Jesus Christ whom gave you a
commandment. Acts 1:8 says, “but you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upeon you; and you shall be My witnesses both
in Jerusalemn, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest
part of the earth.” Have you been His witness? |s your life a
testimony to this or other things? 2 Corinthians 5:20 says,
“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were
making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God.” Have you been His ambassador, or occupied
with other commitments? Philippians 2:14-15 reminds us, “Do all
things without grumbling or disputing; so that you will prove
yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above
reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among
whom you appear as lights in the world.” Please, ask yourself,
whether you appear as a light in the world. Jesus Christ commanded
you to be His light.

You will stand up before Jesus Christ who rewards the faithful.
Revelation 22:12 says, “Behold, | am coming quickly, and My reward
is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.”
What have you done? Paul testifies, “in the future is laid up for me
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who
have loved His appearing”(2 Tim. 4:8). Are you looking forward to
your crown of righteousness? “Blessed is a man who perseveres
under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown
of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him"({Jam.
1:12). Faithful followers of Jesus Christ are often dishonored on
earth, but highly honored at Jesus’ heavenly throne.

My dear friend, your appointment time is coming soon. Are you
excited or scared? Do you look forward to this day, or are you
dreading it? With whatever time God has given you, please use it for
His glory. Deny yourself now, and take the cross He has given you to
follow Jesus. Your choices are critical, and ultimately eternal. {
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