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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

WITNESS OF PAUL

“9 But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a
witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you;
rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, «- **Agrippa
replied to Paul, “In a short time you will persuade me to become a Christian.” *”And Paul said, “I would wish
to God, that whether in a short or long time, not only you, but also all who hear me this day, might become
such as I am, except for these chains.” (Acts 26:16~29)

s a prisoner, standing before King Agrippa in defense for his life,

Paul did not seek to protect himself, but instead chose to use this
special occasion to witness the gospel. Most people would have
taken this opportunity to attempt to prove their innocence, but Paul
dedicated himself to sharing the good news. The gospel is for
everyone. It is needed equally by the rich and the poor, the exalted
and the lowly, because we are all sinners: who will perish without the
Savior. Romans 3:23 says, "for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.” The entire human race was infected by Adam's sin, but
thanks be to God for His grace, “For the wages of sin is death, but the
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”(Rom. 6:23)
God gives us an opportunity to change our destiny. Paul's life was
changed when he met Jesus. Even though the Jews, his own people,
wanted to kill him, he still persevered in his witness. What did he
witness?

Paul witnessed how Jesus changed the destination of his soul.
Before meeting Jesus, he stood against Him. He told the king, “So
then, | thought to myself that | had to do many things hostile to the
name of Jesus of Nazareth. And this is just what | did in Jerusalem;
not only did | lock up many of the saints in prisons, having received
authority from the chief priests, but also when they were being put to
death | cast my vote against them. And as | punished them often in all
the synagogues, | tried to force them to blaspheme; and being
furiously enraged at them, | kept pursuing them even to foreign
cities. "(Acts 26:9~11) Paul was a Jew who tried to follow every letter
of the Law. He persecuted Christians to gain favor with God because
he thought God would be pleased with his opposition. Then, one day,
as he traveled to Damascus to pursue the Christians living there, he
met Jesus, “at midday, O King, | saw on the way a light from heaven,
brighter than the sun, shining all around me and those who were
journeying with me. And when we had all fallen to the ground, | heard
a voice saying to me in the Hebrew dialect, 'Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads. ”(Acts
26:13~14) Paul heard Jesus' voice and asked Him, “Who are You,
Lord? And the Lord said, 'l am Jesus whom you are
persecuting.”"(Acts 26:15) Paul accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and
received eternal life.

Paul witnessed how Jesus changed the direction of his life. He was
walking with his eyes wide open, but he was in complete darkness
and did not realize it. Jesus blinded him for three days, and when his
eyes were opened he was baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit.
(Acts 9:17~18) When Jesus called Paul and made him His witness,
Paul became God's true servant. Jesus told him, “But get up and
stand on your feet; for this purpose | have appeared to you, to appoint
you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have
seen, but also to the things in which | will appear to you; rescuing you

from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom | am sending
you, to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light
and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been
sanctified by faith in Me."(Acts 26:16~18) Paul was not disobedient to
this heavenly call. His obedience had brought him to this place, to the
hands of his accusers. When he began to fulfill his calling, trouble
came. Yet, he still kept preaching about the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. His life toward heaven helped him to see the
opportunities, like explaining the gospel to the king.

Paul witnessed how Jesus changed the desire of his heart. He told
the king, "I would wish to God, that whether in a short or long time,
not only you, but also all who hear me this day, might become such as
|'am, except for these chains."(Acts 26:29) Whether or not he had
time or even if it meant death, Paul wanted to proclaim the gospel.
Preaching the gospel of Christ became his passion. Wherever one
might place Paul, you can be sure that he would tell of God's great
love and what happened at his conversion. His heart was full of Jesus
Christ. He told the Philippians, “according to my earnest expectation
and hope, that | will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all
boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body,
whether by life or by death.”(Phil. 1:20) This was a man who took
God's grace seriously. He belonged to Jesus and loved the gospel,
“However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit
of Gad dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ,
he does not belong to Him."(Rom. 8:9) Paul had Christ's Spirit, the
Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God. Listen to his request, "and pray on my
behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my
mouth, to make known with beldness the mystery of the
gospel."(Eph. 6:19) Does the desire of your heart make such
requests? Paul was a true Christian. In his closing to the Galatians, he
said, "From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for | bear on my
bedy the brand-marks of Jesus.”(Gal. 6:17)

My dear friend, what about the destination of your soul? Where is it
headed right now? Are you destined for heaven or hell? What about
the direction of your life? Are you moving closer to God or further
away? What about the desire of your heart? Are you driven by earthly
money and physical pleasure or heavenly treasure and spiritual joy?
Are you leading others to or from Christ? Please understand that
those who truly belong to Jesus love the gospel, just like Paul. | hear
and see so many people claiming to know Jesus, but very few who
actually love the gospel. | hear and see so many church members
witnessing about worldly news, but not about the good news. | hear
and see so many excuses for why people do not listen to Jesus, but
not many accounts about those who do. Wake-up and get serious
about the things that make a difference! All else is passing away. i
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