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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

YOU FOOL!

"9Then He said to them, “Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed;
for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.” "And He told them
a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man was very productive. - *”“But God said to him,
‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?’
@04%Sq is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
(Luke 12:15~21)

od's and the world’s points of view are contrary to each other. The

world looks at wealthy, highly educated, culturally refined, and
good-natured people with admiration and respect, but God sees them
differently. In today's Bible passage, Jesus clearly explains that
everyone, no matter how prosperous and sophisticated, but not rich
toward God is an utter fool. It's strange so many people pray to God for
success and wisdom, but not for the purpose of bringing Him glory.
They want recognition, respect, and money that come from brilliance,
hard work, or affluence for their own benefit. Honestly, what's famous
to us is foolish to God, what's popular to us is perishing to God, and
what's rich to us is ruin to God. God and humankind have absolutely
different perspectives. When we look at the rich man that Ged called a
fool we can ascertain that his business success probably had a lot to
do with his ambition, discipline, thriftiness, and diligence. The world
would appreciate his success by honoring him for his talent, respecting
him for his self-motivation and valuing his vision. The problem was that
this man'’s heart was not right with God. Why do so many people make
an effort, especially in church, to go out of their way to say hello or
make small talks with someone they know is well-to-do rather than
someone they know is poor? What can we learn from this foolish man
that Jesus mentions?

First, we find out that this fool's prosperity was fleeting. Jesus' story
begins, “The land of a rich man was very productive. And he began
reasoning to himself, saying, ‘What shall | do, since | have no place to
store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘This is what | will do: | will tear down
my barns and build larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and
my goods'”{Lk. 12:16~18). We discover that the rich man's farm was
abundantly fruitful. His intellectual reasoning doesn’t make him out to
be a bad businessman. He doesn’t want to waste his surplus. His pride
in his great harvest made him decide to build new barns. Most likely
everyone who knew him, his neighbors, fellow farmers, and church
congregation, saw him as successful, but God saw him as a fool. He
was missing something important! Jesus warned, "Beware, and be on
your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an
abundance does his life consist of his possessions”(Lk. 12:15). The
rich man'’s treasure was in his income, not Ged. He had his own
desires in mind. He was not rich toward God. Everything he owned
was passing. His possessions were all temporary. Instead of storing
heavenly treasure, he made the fatal mistake of storing earthly
garbage.

Second, we find out that this fool's security was false. Jesus' story
continues with the fool telling himself, “And | will say to my soul,
‘Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your

ease, eat, drink, and be merry'“(Lk. 12:19). He thought his future was

secure. He thought he didn‘t have any retirement worries. His present
condition seemed perfect for him—to relax, go on vacation, and live it
up. From a worldly perspective, he was financially prepared to retire in
style. He could laugh and smile, knowing that people admired and
respected him. He was the example of success for everyone to follow
in his neighborhood. 1John 2:15~17 say, “Do not love the world nor
the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and
the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the
Father, but is from the world. The world is passing away, and also its
lusts; but lhe one who does the will of God lives forever." This fool
saw his earthly abundance as a sign of comfort. His security was in the
world, not God.

Lastly, we find out that a fool's eternity is fearful. Jesus’ story ends
with this thought, "But God said to him, "You fool! This very night your
soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have
prepared?’ So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not
rich toward God"(Lk. 12:20~21). That night his possessions would
profit him nothing. He couldn't take anything with him where he was
going. His heirs would be left with everything he owned to fight over.
He was not prepared for eternity. He now had to harvest his deeds, not
his field. From his field he would go to the fire of hell, just like the rich
man in the story of Lazarus(Lk. 16:19~31). This rich fool wouldn’t even
help a dying beggar. When he died he pleaded in his agony for water,
which was denied because of the fixed chasm between heaven and
hell. He also pleaded for someone to warn his five brothers, who lived
with his father, of his torment. This request was also denied because
his family already had the needed resources for salvation. Those who
enjoy this earth for themselves now will suffer forever later. “Foals,
fools, fools! It is so sad, so very, very sad.”

My dear friend, if this was your last day on earth, where will you be
spending eternity? Please don't receive the grace of God in vain. Listen
to the Word of God, “At the acceptable time | listened to you, and on
the day of salvation | helped you. Behold, now is ‘The acceptable time’,
behold, now is 'The day of salvation'"(2Cor. 6:2). God's grace is
available now; it is not promised for tomarrow. Confess your pride
now! Don't be foolish. If you think you are smart, then know that you
are a fool in the eyes of God. Accept Jesus Christ and confess that you
don't have anything good in your heart. Don't be proud of yourself. You
need Jesus! You need the blood of the Lamb! The jailer asked Paul and
Silas, “--+Sirs, what must | do to be saved?’ They said, ‘Believe in the
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household'"(Acts
16:30~31). Do you believe? | hope that you do because Jesus is the
truth, and He is the only truth that can save your soul. Amen. {
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