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n his journey to Damascus,
Paul met Jesus. His mission
was to seek and capture as many
Christians as he could find there, so
that he could bring them back to
Jerusalem for some serious

persecution. His threats and murder
against the disciples of the Lord in
Jerusalem had caused many to
scatter abroad. Paul wasn’t satisfied
with the Jerusalem results: he
wanted to go to Damascus and
capture more Christians. He was a
proud man. He was one of the best
students of Gamaliel, which is life
saying that he was at the top of his
class at Harvard or Yale. He knew
his stuff and he knew it well.
Unfortunately, his brilliant
education didn’t afford him the
truth. He was travelling to
Damascus blinded by darkness,
until he met Jesus. After meeting
Jesus, he was literally blinded by a
light from heaven!

Part of Paul’s main objective, to
seek out Christians, was
overwhelmingly fulfilled in
meeting Jesus on the road to
Damascus! He met Christ! Even
though Paul was against Jesus,
Jesus met him on that road to

Damascus. He gave him a
wonderful question, “Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting Me” (v.
4)? This question revealed Paul’s
hard heart, and at the same time
softened it. Paul kneeled down on
the ground and asked the Lord,
“Who are You, Lord?” and the
Lord responded, “I am Jesus whom
you are persecuting” (v.5). For
three days Paul went without sight,
and he neither ate nor drank. For
three days his soul was on fire,
hearing the words spoken to him
by Jesus. And then an amazing
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Paul’s First Prayer

(Acts 9:11)

thing happened. He began to pray.

Immediately, Jesus heard his
prayer. From heaven, Jesus
descended unto Ananias, a disciple,
and Ananias responded, “Here I
am, Lord” (v.10). Jesus told
Ananias, “Get up and go to the
street called Straight, and inquire at
the house of Judas for a man from
Tarsus named Saul, for he is
praying” (v. 11). Amen! Can you
imagine the announcement in
heaven that Saul was praying? All
the angels must have done a double
rejoice  song! Undoubtedly,
Ananias was astonished at this
request because Saul was a novel
to God. How could such mercy
come to Saul? But Saul had started
praying and God heard his prayer.
Not only did God hear his prayer,
but He knew the street name where
Saul was living. He knew whose
house he was staying in. He knew
that Saul was from Tarsus. He
knew Saul was praying. What a
wonderful. wonderful thing. In
heaven, a sinner’s repentant tears
are better than all the diamonds in
the world. Paul’s cry, “Oh Lord
have mercy upon this sinner” was
wonderful music in heaven. Before
he even finished, the Lord
answered him. While he spoke, the
Lord listened, Without any doubts,
Jesus was so happy! He told
Ananias, “he is praying”! What joy,
what unspeakable joy.

Jesus said, “1 praise You, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that You
have hidden these things from the
wise and intelligent and have
revealed them to infants. Yes,
Father, for this way was well-
pleasing in Your sight” (Mt.
11:25&26). Jesus’ way is so
simple, yet not understandable to

those without faith, no matter how
smart they are! And for those with
faith, like Ananias. its simplicity
can be surprising. Ananias couldn’t
believe that God wanted him to lay
hands on Saul, anyone but Saul. He
told God that it was Saul who
harmed His children in Jerusalem.
Moreover, he conversed with the
Lord about the sheer fact that it was
Saul who now wanted to harm the
saints in Damascus. Ananias was
likely thinking,“*And you want me
to go to this house? I'm going into
the Lion’s Den. Lord, it was Saul
who killed Stephen, and it’s Saul
who wants to kill me. Lord, what
are you talking about?” Ananias
argued with the Lord, but the Lord
had already spoken, “behold he is
praying”.

This wasn't the first time Paul
was on bended knee. He had plenty
of experience praying to God. As a
Pharisee, Paul prayed twice a day
in the Temple. His prayer was
probably something like this, “Lord
thank you that I'm not like others,
that I am different and pray to you,
and fast, and tithe. Oh Lord thank
you that I'm better than others™.
No, the Lord said, “for he is
praying” now, not then. This is the
evidence of Jesus Christ. Before,
Paul prayed for nothing, but now
he truly prays. He met Jesus and
Jesus is listening, “behold he is
praying”.

Paul’s sight was taken from him
on the Damascus road. He was
blind. “So Ananias departed and
entered the house, and after laying
his hands on him said, ‘Brother
Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared
to you on the road by which you
were coming, has sent me so that
you may regain your sight and be

*“Jesus told Ananias, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at

the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying”

filled with the Holy Spirit™ (v. 17).
In Damascus, everyone referred to

Saul as Saul. But Ananias called
him *“Brother Saul”. This is
important because it means that
Saul was forgiven and accepted by
Christ. Furthermore, Ananias is a
witness to the fact that Saul had
indeed met Jesus and that Jesus had
indeed blessed Saul. Saul prayed
and he got an answer. His sight was
recovered. He experienced the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

What a wonderful first prayer.
Paul confessed his faults; he
confessed his rebellious actions
against Jesus, and humbly prayed.
God listened. A wonderful.
wonderful miracle happened: a
persecutor of Jesus became a
servant of Jesus. Paul’s second
objective, to capture Christians,
was overwhelmingly to be fulfilled
in a completely different manner!
The Lord would use him as His
chosen instrument to bear His
name before the Gentiles and kings
and the sons of Israel, to bring
them to Him, not for persecution,
but for redemption.

My dear, dear friends, God
hears your sincere prayers. Heaven
listens to those who have met Jesus
and confess their sins before Him.
Jesus can transform the hardest of
hearts! He can change the worst of
sinners into the greatest of saints!
Amen! He knows everything about
you. He knows who you are, where
you are, and how you're doing
right now. For those who don’t
know Him, He is calling out your
name. Listen and hear His voice.
For those who know Him, He
hears your every prayer and
answers each one for the glory of
God. Amen! i
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