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BELIEVED GOD
(Romans 4:13-17)

 "For the promise to Abraham or to his
descendants that he would be heir of the
: world was not through the Law but
through the righteousness of
faith.---"

ast Sunday, the first week of Lent, I preached on the word

of faith and the end of the law for righteousness. Today,
the second week of Lent, the focus is on Abraham's faith.
Abraham's faith was apart from works, circumcision, and the
law. He believed God, and God credited to him as righteousness
(4:3). His righteousness came by faith alone. He is our proof
that faith-righteousness not only existed before Christ's
coming, but before the law. His faith demonstrates how God's
great plan of salvation always requires faith. Let's look at what
the Bible has to say about him, for it was written down for our
sake.

Under the curse of sin, humans return to the dust from
which they came. It is a hopeless condition. When God called
Abraham, and he believed, we see real hope. This hope was
mentioned in the Garden of Eden (Gn. 3:15), and given to
Abraham in the form of a covenant(én. 15:18). After Abraham
died, God's promise carried through to Isaac, then Jacob, all
the way to Moses. If's important fo understand that during the
hundreds of years from Abraham to Moses (the fime before
the law), God had justified humans only by faith. The Mosaic
Law, given to Moses at Mount Sinai, did not set aside the
promises made to Abraham (Gal. 3:17). God gave the law to
them as a means to show them the need for faith. "For the
promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir
of the world was not through the Law, but through the
righteousness of faith"(v. 13).

Abraham's descendants (the Israelites) relied on the law for
righteousness, not faith. They wanted to believe that living a
good life was more important than God's promise. Hence, faith
meant little to them. They didn't believe that God's promise
was going to be done by the gospel. They didn't believe that
only God's promise of the gospel would lead to righteousness.
Romans 4:14 clearly tells us, "For if those who are of the Law
are heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified” (v. 14).

Righteousness didn't come from the law, nor was it justified by
faith plus keeping the law. Righteousness came by faith alone.

The law shows God's blessiﬁgs and curses, "for the Law
brings about wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there
violation" (v. 15). In other words, if there wasn't any law, there
wouldn't be any revealing of God's curses. The law shows us our
sinfulness. It shows us that we cannot make it on our own; we
cannot be rightecus from it. Only the gospel brings
righteousness. Only the gospel carries God's promise. Abraham
believed in the gospel. He believed God. He did not practice
law-righteousness. His righteousness was through faith. That's
the basis of the righteousness of God and His grace.

Abraham was justified by faith, not by anything else. He
believed God. He didn't proclaim his righteousness. God
declared it!l God gave him credit. Only God can proclaim
someone to be righteous, not we. It wasn't Abraham's prayers,
living style, or good deeds that made him righteous. God
reckoned righteousness to him because he believed. That is so
important to understand. Abraham believed God. He did not do
anything fo come to righteousness. He just believed.

What was Abraham'’s life like after he became righteous?
The Bible doesn't give us a detailed and clear picture concerning
Abraham’s daily living practices. We know that sometimes he
lied, like when he got scared and told a king that his wife was
his sister. Surely, there were other instances of wrongdoing,
but the point is that his right or wrong doings had nothing to do
with his righteousness. Romans 4:5 says, "But to the one who
does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his
faith is credited as righteousness." The important thing was
that he believed God. He didn't work towards righteousness.
God gave it to him only because he believed. God justifies the
ungodly. We can't justify ourselves. All we can do is to trust in
God's promises.

Abraham was the father of faith, not the father of the
circumcised. His righteousness came by faith, even though he
was sinful. That's why real faith is by God. God called Abraham
(6n. 12:1). He called his family from despair to hope, from
oldness to newness, and from death to life. Abraham heard
God's call and immediately obeyed. He believed God, and the
result was that he received righteousness and became the heir
of the world. As such, whosoever believes in God are his
descendants through God's promise. “For this reason it is by
faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that
the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only
to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the
faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all" (v. 16).

Abraham'’s faith, like ours, was spiritual, not physical. “(As it
is written, ‘A father of many nations have I made you') in the
presence of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to
the dead and calls into being that which does not exist” (v. 17).
He believed in God's saving and creating power. His faith
resulted in a spiritual change. Abraham practiced faith. Jesus
practiced this same faith. God calls us fo this faith. He shows
us the eternal way. Even though this earth is filled with
darkness and we are weak, Jesus calls. Let's believe Jesus. 4
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