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He blessed him there

"Then Jacob asked him and said, "Please tell me your name.
" But he said, "Why is it that you ask my name?” And he blessed him there” (GENESIS 32:29)

lessing is important, Just recall how Jacob wouldn't let go of

God, even when the socket of his thigh was dislocated, until
he received a blessing. Blessing is a gift of God's grace. In today's
message, Jacob curiously asked God for His name and received no
answer, but God blessed him there. This scenario is played over and
aver again in the lives of God's people. Just look at the picture of
Jesus' disciples revealed in the opening of the book of Acts. They
ask Jesus, "Lord; is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to
Israel?” (1:6). Isn't this the same sort of curiosity you find in
Jacob's question? Jesus responded, "It is not for you to know times
or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority” (v. 7).
Isn't this the same kind of response God gave Jacob? Jesus doesn't
answer their question, but He gives them a blessing, "but you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you" (v. 8). Jesus
lets His disciples know that they don't need to know the future, but
need power for the present time — that's the blessing! The same
picture occurs with us. We ask unbefitting and unnecessary questions
about or to God, yet are still blessed with His favor. Like Jacob and
Jesus' disciples, our questions have answers that our minds cannot
understand.

What kind of blessing did Jacob receive at that blessing place?
When we look back a little further in the story we find Jacob praying
to God for deliverance from the wrath of his brother, Esau (see 6n.
32:11). Jacob really, really feared for his life and the life of his
family. When he heard that Esau was approaching him with 400
hundred men (see Gn. 32:6), his fear increased. Esau's physical power
represented extreme danger. But Jacob was saved from that great
peril. He was not only saved, but he was forgiven a great wrong. His
supplanting of Esau was condoned by his brother, and the breech
between them was healed (see 33:4). More importantly, Jacob
received a new name, Israel, which represented him as the son of God
(see Gn. 32:28). Before he was a knight, here he became a prince.
Now he was under a fresh ancinting, a superior man everafter
redeemed from all evil by the angel (see Gn. 48:16). A man who
received all the promised blessings of Abraham and Isaac.

What kind of ‘place was it where Jacob was blessed? It was a
place of great trials; a place of humble confession to the Lord (see
6n. 32:6-7; 10). Before he heard about Esau's encroachment, Jacob
had everything. After he heard about Esau's coming, he became like a
dying man. He entered into a place of pleading and a place of
communion. He wrestled with God, confessing his nothingness without
Him, and met Him face to face (see Gn. 32:30). Whenever we reach
our lowest point and come to God — that's the blessing place. It
becomes the worst place if we leave God out. Without God's help we
lose everything. Jacob realized that without God he would lose
everything. He gave up! He redlized the truth. He acknowledged
that the blessing must come from God. If you consciously realize
your weakness, like Jacob did crossing over Penuel (see 6n. 32:31), it's
at that point you can cry, "Lord, I'm a sinner. I need your help.” God
is there because that's the blessing place! All this is full of

instruction for us. Jacob struggled with the angel and overcame
Him; he wept and begged for His favor. God prepared him to
overcome all curses. Jacob found God at Bethel and walked with Him
there (see Hos. 12:4). That's the place.

Are there other such places? Yeslll Paul wrifes, "Blessed be the
6od and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He
chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be
holy and blameless before Him" (Eph. 1:344). As Christians, we are
already blessed in Jesus Christ! God, being rich in mercy, because of
His great love with which He loves us, even when we were dead in our
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have
been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus" (Eph. 2:4-6). My dear friends, it is
at the cross, the tomb, and the throne of Jesus that we find blessing
places.

God's promise to Abraham that “in your seed all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed because you have obeyed My voice”, let's us
know that one special seed will come and bless all the nations of the
earth (see Gn. 22;18). Only the great sacrifice at Calvary mountain
could fulfill this prophecy. Only Jesus could obey His Father's will.
Praise the Lord, for all the nations of the earth received His grace.
"How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven. Whose sin is
covered! How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute
iniquity” (Ps. 32:142). Amen! Confession of sin leads to conversionl
Jesus is the One who wipes away all our wrong doings!

In times of chastening, humbling and pleading we find the blessing
place, "Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has
been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has
promised to those who love Him" (James 1:12). We also find it in joy,
"How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the
wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the sea of
scoffers! But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he
meditates day and night" (Ps. 1:142). In delight of Lord - that's a
blessing place. At the ordinance of Jesus there is blessing. "When He
had reclined at the table with them, He took the bread and blessed
it, and breaking it, He began giving it to them. Then their eyes were
opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight"
(Lk. 24:30431).

Is there really such a place? Yes! If you are willing to give up sin,
that becomes a blessing place. If you are willing to have Jesus for
your all and all, that becomes a blessing place. If you are willing to
resign yourself to the Father's will and willing to serve Ged in His own
way, that becomes a blessing place. Amen! Don’t go away without a
saving blessing. Please don't leave your place empty! If you believe, if
you wrestle for it, Jesus can give you a blessing. You must look to
Him alone for the blessing because only He can give you a blessing,
"And there is salvation ih no one else; for there is no other name
under heaven that has been given among men by which must be saved”
(Acts 4:12)l W
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