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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

1)

CHRIST'S TEMPTATION

@ Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan
and was led around by the Spirit in the wilderness ®for forty days, being tempted by the devil.

And He ate nothing during those days, and when they had ended, He became hungry.
(Luke 4:1~2)

our life and mine are constantly limited and frustrated by the
Yeffect of original sin. The entire human race was cursed ever
since the first woman failed her temptation from the devil in the
Garden of Eden. God told Adam and Eve, “but from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you
eat from it you shall surely die”(Gen. 2:17). The devil told Eve, “You
surely will not die! For God knows that in the day you eat from it your
eyes_will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil”(Gen. 3:4~5). Adam and Eve disobeyed God's word and ate from
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Humans were created by
God from dust, and now because of Adam and Eve's disobedience all
humans return to dust. There is no exception! The first temptation led
to unimaginable catastrophe and will continue to plague us until the
end of the world. God is always truthful, and the devil is always
deceitful. God's ways always lead to life, and the devil's ways always
lead to death. In this world, all humans face temptation, but Christians
can have victory over temptation by following Christ. During this
second Sunday in Lent, let us start spiritually preparing our hearts and
minds for appreciating and loving God's wonderful grace.

Jesus Christ overcame the devil's temptations. At the beginning of
His public life, the devil came to Jesus over a period of forty days in
the wilderness. Jesus took on the devil who had tortured the human
race for so long and defeated him in their very first encounter. Jesus
stood upon the Word of God, Scripture, in His victory over Satan. The
Bible tells us that Satan acknowledged Jesus’ power as the Son of
God, and tempted Him in his hunger to turn a stone into some bread.
Jesus responded, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread
alone'"(Lk. 4:4). As the prince of this world, Satan asked Jesus to
worship him and he would give Him this world. Jesus responded, “It
is written, "You shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him
only"”(Lk. 4:8). Finally, the Bible tells us that Satan asked Jesus to
jump off the top of temple and prove that the angels would actually
save Him. Jesus answered, "It is said, “You shall not put the Lord your
God to the test’”(Lk. 4:12). During this season of Lent, spend some
time reading God's word.

Jesus Christ's temptation is a warning for believers. Our pride, self-
indulgences, and presumptions need to go. As followers of Christ, we
cannot rely upon our own power and authority. We need to reject our
self-righteous and 'my-way’ of thinking attitudes. Jesus rejected
everything of His own power and just relied on God's word. 1John
2:156~17 remind us, “Do not love the world nor the things in the
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes
and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the
world. The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who
does the will of God lives forever.” This is God's secret to victory here

and now. The devil only offers us temporary worldly blessings,
desires, and successes. His tricky methods try to lead you away from
God'’s word. With all the Satanic terrorism, lies, and moral devastation
taking place during this 21st century, it is rather surprising that so
many 21st century people don't attribute these works to him. Today's
educated and entertainment driven populace don't even think about
Satan. Christians need to be honest and admit that even if they have
never done any purposeful evil, they have gone along with or kept
silent when they should have protested against it. This is an
uncomfortable thought, but remember that not even the Apostles
stood by their beloved Master during His humiliation and suffering.
During this season of Lent, spend time repenting in your prayers
before God.

Jesus Christ faced His temptation full of the Holy Spirit. Every single
word that Jesus spoke to the devil came from Him listening to the
Holy Spirit. God is always with you and will always give you direction,
s0 that you can be in truth. He has given us His Word, which is the
word of life. He wants you to stand on the gospel. Jesus promised,
"But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all
that | said to you"{Jn. 14:26). When trouble and temptation come,
don't worry and don't be scared. Just humbly kneel down and ask for
God's grace. The Holy Spirit will tell you everything you need to know.
He will tell you what is from darkness and what is from grace. He will
tell you what is the word of God and what is not. He will help you
avoid the devil and understand God’s truth concerning what is good.
Moreover, He will give you the power of victory over the devil. During

" this season of Lent, spend time carefully listening to the Holy Spirit

and giving up yourself to His ways.

My dear friend, are you a follower of Jesus Christ? Jesus says to
His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny
himself, and take up his cross and follow Me”(Mt. 16:24). If you obey
His call, then you will have eternal victory, both now over Satan and in
heaven. The devil's temptations toward you this Lent may be strong,
but God is stronger. You have the choice to go the devil's way or the
grace of God's way. Read your Bible, repent of your wrongdoings, and
listen to the Holy Spirit. Please rely on God but not your own power.
James 1:27 says, "Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God
and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to
keep oneself unstained by the world.” Make this second Sunday in
Lent really mean something. Let it be a time of stripping down to
essentials, and focusing on your relationship with God. When the time
comes (and judgment time is corning), if you have given up yourself
and listened to the Holy Spirit, then Jesus will say to you, “Come, you
who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world”(Mt. 25:34). Amen. i
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