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WILL OF GOD

(Acts 21:10-14)

Then Paul answered, “Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound,

loward the end of Paul’s third
Tmissiunary Jjourney, he and his
crew stopped off at Caesarca and
stayed for some days with Philip the
evangelist. During their visit, a
prophet named Agabus came to see
them. He took Paul’s belt and bound
his own feet and hands, and said,
“This is what the Holy Spirit says:
In this way the Jews at Jerusalem
will bind the man who owns this
belt and deliver him into the hands
of the Gentiles” (v. 11). Agabus was
a trustworthy prophet; he was the
one who accurately prophesied of
the famine to come in Jerusalem
(see Acts 11:28). His prophecy not
only confirmed what the Spirit had
already given to Paul, but also
matched what the disciples had said
to him and his friends during their
stay in Tyre, “they kept telling Paul
through the Spirit not to see foot in
Jerusalem” (v. 4). When Paul’s
fricnds, as well as the local
residents, heard Agabus’ prophecy,
they begged Paul not to go up o
Jerusalem. But Paul
influenced by their appeals. As a
matter of fact, he rebuked them. For
he was compelled by the Spirit to do
the will of God. not the will of man.
And since he would not be
persuaded, his friends fell silent,
remarking, “The will of the Lord be
done™ (v. 14)!

Everyone who is a Christian

wasn’t

wants to practice faith in their life.
You aspire to let the Holy Spirit
teach and guide you in the direction
of God’s will. The sad thing is that
whenever some Christians get the
Holy Spirit’s information, and it
turns out to be wring, they don’t
want to go. When Paul’s friends,
Christian friends, heard from the
Spirit that he was to have a hard
time in Jerusalem, they followed
their will, not God’s. Paul knew
God’s will, “And now, behold,

bound in spirit, I am on my way to
Jerusalem, not knowing what will
happen to me there, except that the
Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me
in every city, saying that bonds and
afflictions await me. But I do not
consider my life of any account as
dear to myself, so that I may finish
my course and the ministry which 1
received from the Lord Jesus, to
testify solemnly of the gospel of the
grace of God™ (Acts 20:22-24).
Amen!

Do you understand what Paul is
saying? Christians always say they
want to go God's way, but when the
Holy Spirit starts leading them into
difficult areas, they start going the
other way. They think the other way
is God’s will. Do you grasp how
much God’s will is hard? The Holy
Spirit explained to Agabus exactly
how hard it would be for Paul to go
to Jerusalem; it would be like him
having his hands and feet bound
together (v. 11). Can you imagine
trying to get around, yet alone trying
to communicate to others in this
position? Without doubt, God’s will
for Paul was not going to be an easy
adventure, but it was His will. And
Christian living is about doing
God’s will.

All  the Christians  that
surrounded Paul, including Luke,
implored him not to go to Jerusalem.
The “we's™ in verse 12 represent
them! They believed hardship
wasn’t God’s will. They took the
Holy Spirit’s teachings and twisted
them to fit their will. They were
wrong, and Paul knew it. He
responded to their pleas by saying,
“What are you doing, weeping and
breaking my heart? For I am ready
not only to be bound, but even to die
at Jerusalem for the name of the
Lord Jesus™ (v. 13). Paul basically
told them that he loved God more
than himself. And that’s the will of

but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”

God!

Who was Paul? He was a real
minister, a pastor, who followed
God’s will. He loved Christians, but
overall He loved the name of the
Lord Jesus. His life was all about
doing the will of God. Like Jesus, if
it was possible to go another way,
he'd prefer it, but if not, he wanted
God's will to be done. Jesus related
the will of God concerning His own
death and resurrection to His
disciples, “Behold, we are going up
to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man
will be delivered to the chief priests
and the scribes: and they will
condemn Him to death and will
hand Him over to the Gentiles.
They will mock Him and spit on
Him, and scourge Him and kill Him,
and three days later He will rise
again” (Mk. 10:33&34). Jesus knew
that He and His disciples had to go
to Jerusalem. His disciples didn't
want Him to go. But Jesus followed
God’s will. Paul knew that he and
his friends had to go to Jerusalem.
His friends didn’t want him to go.
But Paul followed God’s will.

Jesus and Paul shared similar
feelings. In the
Gethsemane, Jesus prayed, “Father,

garden of

if You are willing, remove this cup
from Me; yet not My will, but Yours
be done™ (Lk. 22:42). And a similar
account is also read in Matthew
26:39, “My Father, if it is possible,
let this cup pass from Me: yet not as
I will, but as You will.” Paul felt the
same way. He didn’t like hardship.
If God could arrange his
circumstances another way, he

would favor it. But if God’s will was
unchangeable, then, he wanted
God’s will. Are you a Christian? Do
you live your life under the will of
God or your own will?

Paul's missionary friends and
some new friends from Caesarea
followed him to Jerusalem. Upon

their arrival, Paul was graciously
welcomed (see Acts 21:16 & 17).
After Paul did the will of God, the
multitudes of people hated him (see
Acts 21:36). Those who didn’t know
Jesus wanted to kill Paul. The same
Jerusalem, mostly the same people,
who killed Jesus now wanted Paul
dead. The same thing happened to
Stephen. He did the will of God, and
was stoned to death for it. He didn’t
hate the enemy, but like Jesus,
forgave them, “They went on
stoning Stephen as he called on the
Lord and said, ‘Lord Jesus, receive
my spirit!” Then falling on his
knees, he cried out with a loud
voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin
against them!" Having said this, he
fell asleep™ (Acts 7:59-60). This is
real love from a real minister!

Before his conversion, Paul was
hugely responsible for Stephen’s
death for killing the best minister in
the world. At the time, he didn't
know the cross. Once he found the
cross, he wanted to do the will of
God in Jerusalem. He was a
persecutor, but when he understood
the cross he became persecuted. He
became a sacrifice because this is
the will of God. What is the will of
God? For the sinner to change into a
child of God, not for his own will,
but for the will of God!

My dear Choong Hyun friends,
God created humans for the purpose
of His glory (see Is. 43:7).
Glorifying God is the purpose for all
human life. To find your purpose, to
glorify God, you must do the will of
God. The will of God requires you
to deny yourself, take your cross and
follow Jesus — calling on His name
for all your cares! The will of God
is ultimate! Recognize its hardships,
so that your will may always be in
accordance with His. Amen.
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