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GOD CALLED ABRAM

“The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people
and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. “I will make you into a great nation
and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.
ST will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:1~3)
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fter the world rebelled against God at the tower of Babel, God

called to Himself one man named Abram. God had
commanded mankind to scatter abroad, but instead mankind defied
God by congregating at the tower of Babel. Therefore, God
confused mankind's language system in order for mankind to obey.
Out of the world’s confusion came a clear call from God to Abram.
Through Abram’s obedience, God created the nation of Israel.
Today's Bible verses offer many lessons for individuals and nations
longing for God's blessing. Let’s look closely at God's call to Abram.

God called Abram to a life of faith, “The Lord had said to Abram,
‘Leave your country, your people and your father's household and
go to the land | will show you'"(Gen. 12:1). Abram was a wealthy
man in the land of Ur. If God called you out from a place of
prosperity, do you think you could leave? Abram was asked to
leave the known for the unknown. He was asked to turn from the
wealth that surrounded him to the Word that called him. The proof
of Abram'’s faith is evidenced in his obedience. He listened to God
and went as commanded. During his journey, he refused to allow
strife to grow amongst his brethren, “So Abram said to Lot, ‘Let's
not have any guarreling between you and me, or between your
herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. Is not the whole land
before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the
right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left’"(Gen. 13:8~9). Abram
put his trust in God, not in wealth or what the world offered as
better conditions. He tithed, giving Melchizedck, the priest of God
Most High, a tenth of everything (Gen. 14:18~20). He relied on
God's provisions, refusing the king of Sodom’s reward, “The king
of Sodom said to Abram, 'Give me the people and keep the goods
for yourself. But Abram said to the king of Sodom, ‘| have raised
my hand to the Lord, God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth,
and have taken an oath that | will accept nothing belonging to you,
not even a thread or the thong of a sandal, so that you will never be
able 1o say, ‘| made Abram rich'"(Gen. 14:21~23). Abram lived a life
of faith.

God called Abram to a life of fruitfulness, “| will make you into a
great nation and | will bless you; | will make your name great, and
you will be a blessing”(Gen. 12:2). When believers obey there is
always fruit! Hebrews 11:8~12 reveal Abram’s fruit, “By faith
Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where
he was going. By faith he made his home in the promised land like
a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he was
looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and
builder is God. By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--
and Sarah herself was barren--was enabled to become a father

because he considered him faithful who had made the promise.
And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless
as the sand on the seashore.” Only his faith made Abraham
satisfied. Out of all the earthly joys to be experienced, only a life of
faith can really satisfy. On the gates of heaven is the name of the
twelve tribes of Israel (Rev. 21:12). Abraham'’s kindred name is
even included in the genealogy of Jesus (Mt. 1:1). Abram is still
producing fruit! His fruitful life here and in heaven was
compensation for his faith.

God called Abram to a life of divine fellowship, “I will bless those
who bless you, and whoever curses you | will curse; and all
peoples on earth will be blessed through you"(Gen. 12:3). Abram’s
relation to God was so close that to bless or curse him was, in
effect, to bless or curse God. His friendship with God was
mentioned by the author of 2 Chronicles 20:7, “Q our God, did you
not drive out the inhabitants of this land before your pecple Israel
and give it forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend?”
Ged kept all His promises to Abram. The promise that "all pecples
on earth will be blessed through you” was fulfilled in the coming of
Abraham's seed, Christ (Gal. 3:8,16). Like Abraham, we too
become a blessing to others as we walk closely with God. Romans
4:18~24 say, “Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so
became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him,
‘So shall your offspring be.” Without weakening in his faith, he
faced the fact that his body was as good as dead--since he was
about a hundred years old--and that Sarah’s womb was also dead.
Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of
God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being
fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.
This is why ‘it was credited to him as righteousness.’ The words ‘it
was credited to him’ were written not for him alone, but also for
us, to whom God will credit righteousness--for us who believe in
him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.” How waonderfully
blessed was Abram because God called him and he obeyed? Can
you think of anything better than to be God's friend?

My dear friends, Jesus is calling to you, “Come to me, all you
who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and
my burden is light” (Mt. 11:28~30). | want you to come to the Lord
with His word from this evil world. Will you respond in faith like
Abram? Will you be an example of faith to others and keep the
friendship with God? Which way do you want to go? Please open
your heart to hear God's calling, and follow His wonderful and
narrow pathway that leads to an eternal and fruitful life. Amen. H
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