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Antioch
Church

(Acts 13:1-5)

“ 1 And while
they were ministering
to the Lord and fasting,
the Holy Spirit said,
“Set apart for Me Barnabas and
Saul for the work to which I have
called them.”
While they were worshiping the
Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit
said, “Set apart for me Barnabas
and Saul for the work to which
1 have called them.”
Then, when they had fasted
and prayed and laid their hands
on them, they sent them away.
So after they had fasted
and prayed, they placed
their hands on them
and sent them off. ; /i —

Our liturgical calendar reminds us that
today is Reformation Day. The
Reformation was a period in church history
where church leaders, like Martin Luther
and John Calvin, protested against what
they perceived as the overall degeneracy of
the Roman Church and its departure from
what the Reformers saw as the faith of the
apostles and early church fathers. Let’s
come back to the primitive church and its
pure Gospel. Let’s look at the first Gentile
church in Antioch, the church which was
started by some unnamed missionaries and
edified by Barnabas and Saul.

The first church, of course, started in
Jerusalem but the church at Antioch started
from mission work. That's why it became a
church! What kind of church was the
church at Antioch? The Bible tells us, “Now
there were at Antioch, in the church that
was there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas,
and Simeon who was called Niger, and
Lucius of Cyrene, and Nanaen who had
been brought up with Herod the tetrarch,
and Saul™ (v. 1). This church had prophets
and teachers. They had all different kinds of
church leaders, some of whom are even
named. Barnabas was a Levite of Cyprian
birth. He was a kind and generous man who
had sold a tract of land he owned and given
the proceeds to the apostles (see Acts 4:34-
37). Simeon was called Niger. Niger was his
Latin name and probably indicates that he
was an African. Obviously, the church at
Antioch didn’t have any problems with
discrimination. Can you believe it? Luke
23:26 says, “When they led Him away, they
seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, coming in
from the country, and placed on him the
cross to carry behind Jesus,” This might be
the same black individual in today’s verses.
We know that most Jews of that day
abhorred the cross and black people were
looked at as cursed, so perhaps this Simon
is the same one as in Antioch, Lucius was a
North African Gentile who was really
diligent and crazy about missions. Manaen
was a foster brother, a designation given to
boys of the same age as royal children with
whom they were brought up with, to Herod
Antipas. Herod Antipas was the bad ruler of
Galilee during the public ministry of Christ.
And Saul, the persecutor of all Christians
who met Jesus and changed into an entirely
different person was also part of the
Antioch church.

All different characters with all different
geographical backgrounds and all different
experiences attended the church at Antioch.
They were the people who had found God’s
secret which is Jesus Christ, their Savior.
Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius, Manaen, and

et

Saul became one under the cross because of
their faith in Jesus. They had missionary
hearts. Why were they Christians? Because
somebody came to them and shared the
Gospel. All these different people, of
various Jewish and Gentile backgrounds,
were contacted by someone who told them
about God’s grace which is found only in
Jesus Christ.

Who are missionaries? They are people
who have a love for individual souls, Just
look at this Antioch church, “While they
were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the
Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me Barnabas
and Saul for the work to which T have called
them.” Then, when they had fasted and
prayed and laid their hands on them, they
sent them away” (vv. 2&3). This church
listened to the Holy Spirit. They fasted and
prayed. When the Holy Spirit spoke, they
heard His voice and followed His way. They
listened! Barnabas and Saul were key
leaders in the church. They were their best
preachers. Most churches don’t want to
send their best preachers away. Would you
want to send me away? The Antioch church
didn’t do what they wanted. They listened
to the Holy Spirit and sent out Barnabas and
Saul.

How did this church send its missionary
people into mission? They sent them away
by parting with them, by praying for them,
and by paying for them. “So, being sent out
by the Holy Spirit, they went down to
Seleucia and from there they sailed to
Cyprus. When they reached Salamis, they
began to proclaim the word of God in the
synagogues of the Jews; and they also had
John as their helper” (vv. 4&5). They
willing sent willing people. People who
aren’t willing to go shouldn’t be sent. The
Anitoch church sent willing people. In other
words, Barnabas and Saul were sent away
through the Holy Spirit by the church.
These two people wanted to go. How many
people in this church are called but only
visit their neighbors? Or how many just go
around the block? Some people go around
the world.

Where do you belong? Are you willing
to go? There are tons of soldiers dying
everywhere. Are you the one the Holy Spirit
is calling to share the Gospel with these
men, women, and children? Are you really
saved? Are you praising the Lord and
listening to the Holy Spirit’s voice? Does
the Holy Spirit want to send you out?
Where are you? Where does our church,
right now, belong in this reformed day?
Let’s come back to the heart and faith of the
early church, the reformed church. Y
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