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'T'he New Testament begins with a genealogy
of Jesus the Messiah. Right from the
beginning it states that He is "the son of
David, the son of Abraham(v. 1). Son of David
was a highly popular messianic title of the
times and Son of abraham was a very familiar
religious expression denoting Israel's ancestry.
Abraham was called by the Lord and given a
wonderful blessing. God told Abraham, “And I
will bless those who bless you, and the one who
curses you I will curse. And in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gn.
12:3). Indeed, God's promise that “in you all
the families of the earth shall be blessed" was
fulfilled in the coming of Abraham's seed,
Jesus Christ. Also, God gave Abraham the
ability to bless and curse others. If people
accepted Abraham they would be blessed, and
if people cursed Abraham they would get
cursed. That blessing means that through
Jesus Christ those who believe in Him can be
saved, but those who don't will be cursed. So,
the birth of Jesus Christ really connects to
Abraham's blessing. Matthew 1 is a very
powerful testimony to God's divine providence.

From the Qld Testament book of Malachi
to the New Testament book of Matthew is a
period of 400 silent years. Israel had
experienced fotal destruction. Their enemies
had even demolished the Jerusalem Temple,
The remnant held in captivity returned and
rebuilt, but still the long, long years of no
prophecies. But then an angel appeared to
Joseph concerning Christ's birthl A beautiful
angel connected Abraham's blessing to the
present and future. God's promise to Abraham
found fulfillment on this earth with the birth
of Jesus Christ.

There are several angel appearances
concerning Christ's birth. An angel of the Lord
met with Zacharias to tell him that his son
would "go as a forerunner” before Christ to
prepare His way (see Lk. 1:11-17). Gabriel was
sent to inform Mary of her Holy Spirit
conception of “the Son of God" who would be
named Jesus (Lk. 1:26-35). And here in today's
Bible passage we find an angel of the Lord
telling Joseph, son of David, "do not be afraid
to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who
has been conceived in her is of the Holy
Spirit" (v. 20). Even the wise men from the
East received angelic direction warning them
not to return to Herod and to take a different
way home (see Mt. 2:12). And again an angel of
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
told him, "Get up! Take the Child and His
mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there
until I tell you; for Herod is going to search
for the child to destroy Him" (Mt. 2:13).

The angels of the Lord definitely got
involved with Jesus Christ. While Joseph was
in Egypt, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream, saying, "Get up, take the Child and

Fugxd
Sermon for next week

ANGEL’S

APPEARANCE
(Matthew 1:18-25)

"--An angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream and said,
"Joseph son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary home as your
wife, because what is conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit. She
will give birth te a son, and you are
to give him the name Jesus,
because he will save his people
from their sins---"

His mother, and go into the land of Israel; for
those who sought the Child's life are dead”
(Mt, 2:20). As Joseph was going, he found out
that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in
place of his father Herod. He was scared to go
there. So, an angel came back to him in a
dream and gave him the right directions (see
Mt. 2:22-23). And let's not forget the angel of
the Lord who visited the shepherds in the
field. The angel told the shepherds, "Do not be
afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of
great joy which will be for all the people; for
today in the city of David there has been born
for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Lk.
2:8-11). After his announcement, a multitude
of the heavenly host appeared and praised
6od, saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace among men with whom He is
pleased” (Lk. 2:13-14). Amen!

The angels that appeared concerning
Christ's birth show us God's amazing
involvement. Among all the different angelic
appearances, I just want to talk about
Joseph's experiences. Joseph came from the
line of David. The Roman census required him
to take Mary to Bethlehem, the home of
David. Even her late pregnancy couldn't put of f
this necessary task. It's wonderfully strange
how the Roman government got invelved in

God's miracle. Their terrible taxing laws
forced poor Joseph to go to Bethlehem, his
family's city. Once there, he found that the
crowds had filled up all the affordable inns.
Mary was ready to deliver, so Joseph located a
stable and Jesus was born in a manger. Jesus
came into this world taking on the limitations
of humanity (Phil. 2:5-7). His humble
beginnings continued throughout His earthly
life, even to the point of death, death on a
cross.

Righteous Joseph found out that he was
engaged to a pregnant woman. This was a
terribly sinful situation. The dreadful troubles
of marrying a pregnant woman made him think
of ways to call off the engagement. He
thought about sending her secretly away.
There were no simple answers. Hence, an angel
appeared. The angel called fo him, "Joseph, son
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife; for the Child who has been
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit" (v. 20).
But how could a virgin be pregnant? This whole
scenario had foo many problems. It was foo
hard to believe. Joseph only knew that an
unmarried pregnant woman was a horrible,
inexcusable sin. But the angel mentioned the
most holy of holy pregnancy. Joseph's initial
reacion to Mary's condition was that it was
sinful, but now it was sacred and sanctified.
Sin should bring death to Mary, but Mary's
condition wasn't sinful, it was going fo bring
deliverance. Her good name would have been
ruined by what was thought to be sin, but
instead, it was immortalized. Because of what
people thought was her sin, they would have all
called her bad, but instead she is called
blessed. What a significant appearance the
angels did make, What an important show of
faith Joseph had in trusting the angel's
message. What a crucial point it is for us to
obey and practice our faith in relation to this
situation and environment,

Miracles upon miracles happened concerning
the birth of christ. The birth of the Savior
was to save His people from their sins.
Everything that was prophesied about his
birth in the Old Testament was fulfilled. Even
Isaiah's prophecy, "Behold, a virgin will be with
child and bear a son, and she will call His name
Immanuel”, was absolutely necessary (Is. 7:14).
Christ's miraculous birth makes possible the
“new" birth. The application of the angels'
messages has blessed this earth both then and
now. Do things seem to be stacked against you,
with no way out? God will meet you where you
are, even in your despair. The Good News of
the Savior's birth, which the angels brought, is
for you. Be humble and choose to listen. Listen
to the Holy Spirit; just like Joseph did, then
like Joseph, you too will meet the Savior. Obey
His commands and you will receive life eternal.
This awesome good news is for you. Amen. &
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