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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

EXAMINE YOURSELF

“Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not

recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you unless indeed you fail
the test?” (2 Corinthians 13:5)

hen was the last time you tested yourself to see if you are
Win the faith? This analysis does not concern other people ar
things; it just looks at your faith. Examine yourself right now te
ensure that Jesus Christ is in you.

Who are your friends? Psalm 1:1 tells us, "How blessed is the
man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in
the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers!” With what kind
of people do you associate? Your life of faith reveals your choices.
Proverbs 13:20 says, "He who walks with wise men will be wise,
but the companion of fools will suffer harm.” There is an old
oriental truism that says when we look at your friends we know
who you are. By nature, we are social creatures, So, with whom do
you like to get together? Amos 3:3 says, “"Do two men walk
together unless they have made an appointment?” As a Christian,
how can you walk together with the faithless? Righteousness and
unrighteousness, Christ and idols, godly trust and worldliness, God
and money, and the cross and fame cannot go together.
“Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate, says the
Lord. And do not touch what is unclean; and | will welcome you.
And | will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters
to Me, says the Lord Almighty”(2 Cor. 6:17&18). Do you bind
yourself with unbelievers? Please, examine your relationships.
There is no fellowship between light and darkness.

What kind of habits do you have? Is your lifestyle heavenly or
worldly? James 4:4 says, "You adulteresses, do you not know that
friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an
enemy of God."” As a Christian, we are new creatures in Jesus
Christ. Our behaviors and routines have to go along with the
practice of faith. 1 Jn. 2:15-17 tells us, “Do not love the world nor
the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh
and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from
the Father, but is from the world. The world is passing away, and
also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.”
Please, examine your habits. They need to correspond with the

faith.

Is your thinking in-line with God's word? What kind of things do
you spend time thinking? Psalm 10:4 says, "The wicked, in the
haughtiness of his countenance, does not seek Him. All his
thoughts are, ‘There is no God."” Do you really love God or other
people and things? Luke 10:27 says, "You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”
Matthew 10:37 warns us, "He who loves father or mother more
that Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter
more than Me is not worthy of Me." Do you have many negative
thoughts? Philippians 4:8 says, “Finally, brethren, whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any
excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.”
It is so easy for worldly matters to entangle you, so the Bible tells
us. “Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are
on earth”(Col. 3:2). Why set your mind on the things above? “For
the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is
lite and peace"”(Rom. 8:6). Amen.

What is your motive? 1 Corinthians 10:31 says, “"Whether, then,
you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” Is
your motive to glorify God in everything? When you sit down for
meals or have a cup of coffee with someone, is your purpose to
glorify God? Is the reason you go to work or school to glorify God?
When you wake-up in the morning, is your aim to glorify God?
Colossians 3:17 says, "Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the
Father.” You cannot glorify God through your own effort and power.
You have to deny yourself completely and follow Jesus Christ. My
dear friend, is Jesus Christ in you? Please examine yourself and do
not delay. Look at your friends, habits, thoughts, and your motive
for living. If you put this off, you may never have the chance again.
Do not make the mistake of eternal regret. Come to Jesus, so that
He may dwell within you. Examine yourself to ensure that you are
practicing faith. f
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