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Sermon for Next Sunda

ASSURANCE

“It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour,
“for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two.
“ Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”
When he had said this, he breathed his last.
(Luke 23:44~46)

oday’s Bible verses tell us that for three hours, during the

brightest part of day, the sun was obscured and the holy fabric
that separated God's mighty presence from man was ripped in half.
These two events are incredibly amazing! How can the sun shut
down between 12:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.? How can one piece of
cloth separate from top to bottom into two parts without human
intervention? God controlled both occurrences. He caused the sun
to stop producing sunshine and He destroyed the curtain separating
the Holy of Holies from the rest of the Temple. It was literally a very
dark and ominous time, worse than a tsunami or atomic bomb
explosion. Everyone, the Roman soldiers, the scribes, Pharisees,
and general public were very frightened at these things that were
happening. At this time, Jesus cried out loud, "Father, into Your
hands | commit My spirit“(Lk. 23:46). This prayer given before His
death, before His last breath, was personal. When we look inside
this prayer we can find one amazing thing, assurance!

We can all have a personal relationship with our Heavenly Father.
Can you imagine at the time the Son of God lost his power He still
had assurance? Jesus Christ had assurance through His relationship
with the Creator. God created us for fellowship with Himself. Do
you have a relationship with Him through Jesus? You're not in
control of what happens, so no matter what disaster comes your
way you can go to Jesus. Qur fellowship with God was broken by
the fall of humanity into sin, “but you must not eat from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will
surely die”(Gen. 2:17). We ate of it, and now we surely die, but
Jesus came to pay our debt of sin to restore us to God. Humans are
more than body and mind, “May God Himself, the God of peace,
sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”(1
Thes. 5:23). Our body, spirit, and mind all require relation with God.
Qur bodies make us world conscious, our souls make us self
conscious, and our spirits make us God conscious. Jesus died to
restore our fellowship with God the Father and He gives us new life
through spiritual rebirth, “As for you, you were dead in your
transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of
the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are
disobedient”(Eph. 2:1~2).

We come into a personal relationship with God through Christ-like
faith. Jesus Christ cried out “Father”, like a child calling for hisfher
daddy. Our relationship with God needs to be childlike, faith that

trusts no matter what. When we accept Jesus Christ, we become a
child of God, “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in
His name, He gave the right to become children of God"(Jn. 1:12).
Receiving Christ by faith makes us children of God. This new
relationship makes us part of God’s family, so that fellow believers
become our sisters and brothers. Jesus commands us to love one
another as He loves us. Are your practicing such love? Do your eyes
seek what your brothers and sisters need? Through Christ, the
many promises of provisions become ours. Our Heavenly Father is
extremely powerful and rich, and He is more than able to provide
whatever you need. Do you believe it, or do you complain about
how God doesn't give you this or that? Where is your faith? What
kind of relationship do you really have with the Heavenly Father? If
you have true faith, you can confess the same as Jesus. Please
understand that no religious act can bring about this new
relationship, only faith in Christ, “For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith-and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God-not by works, so that no one can boast”(Eph. 2:8~9). No
religion can make this offer-to you; it is a free gift to all who believe
in Jesus Christ. How great is our God? How blessed are His
children?

We can have absolute assurance about life after physical death.
Jesus prayed for Himself, "Father, into Your hands | commit My
spirit”(Lk. 23:46). Do you know this faith? Do you understand its
immeasurable depth of assurance? There are many, many lessons
here. Jesus was in full command in His last moments. He
maintained a perfect relationship with His Father. He had complete
reliance upen His Father for everything beyond earth. His death was
entirely voluntary. He completely submitted to His Father's will. He
triumphed over death. He experienced perfect peace in death. His
last prayer expressed the destination of His human spirit. He did not
die as a martyr, but as the Savior in God's plan! What blessed
assurance! He came to die not just as a moral example, but more
s0 as a substitute for sinners. He fulfilled His mission as called by
the prophet's of Scripture. He displayed all of God's love and
righteousness.

My dear friends, do you have assurance? | know you belong to
God, and that you accept Jesus Christ as your Savior, but do you
have the kind of fellowship with Him that is reassuring? Please
come in faith to the One who died for you and become a child of
the Heavenly Father. Experience His peace in the most trying of
life's situations. Amen. {
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