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Sermon for Next Sunda

CHRISTIAN FAMILY

t the start of the church in Jerusalem many believers in Christ
A scattered abroad because of the persecution that occurred in
connection with Stephen. Some of these scattered believers, men of
Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch preaching the Lord Jesus to
Gentiles. After a large number of Antioch residents turned to the Lord,
Barnabas and Paul were called there, “And for an entire year they met
with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples
were first called Christians in Antioch”(Ac. 11:26). This term was used
to describe followers of Christ or Christ's people. Christians are
followers of Jesus Christ. What's the difference between a Christian
and a non-believer? Are Christians better, more successful, smarter,
healthier, or wealthier than non-believers? No, the difference betweén
Christians and non-believers has to do with how they think and act.
Since today is the second Sunday of May, a special family day, let's
highlight what the Christian family's living faith looks like.

The Christian family thinks like Jesus Christ. Since they've accepted
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior their desire is to be His servant
and follow His ways. They've experienced being born again and
having their entire worldview change. Jesus said, “Truly, truly, | say to
you, unless cne is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God”(Jn.
3:8). Born again Christians have eternal life, “For God so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life”(Jn. 3:16}. All Christians
must be born again to receive eternal life. Christian families aren’t
proud people, but humbie souls with soft hearts like Jesus. Their
humility comes from Christ's example, “Have this attitude in
yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and
being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a
man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross”(Phil. 2:5~8). Christian families think this
way. They don’t follow the ways of the world, “Therefore | urge you,
brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and
holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of
waorship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of
God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect”(Rom. 12:1~2).
Christian families are dedicated to thinking and doing God's will, not
their own will.

The Christian family has the love of Jesus Christ. Their love is not
the same as non-believers who love others for their own satisfaction.
Romantic and philanthropic love is all selfish. Christian love is selfless.
Jesus’ love is wholly selfless and spiritual. His agape love overcomes
all materialism and truly cares for the soul. Christian families receive
God's great love through the Holy Spirit, “because the love of God
has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who

it

and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch
And for an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers;
and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.
(Acts 11:26)

it E 5

was given to us”(Rom. 5:5). This wonderful loving power cannot be
destroyed. It isn't something given only at certain times, but is always
present. Christian hearts are like Christ’s heart, which is always
forgiving and loving, “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved
children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave
Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant
aroma”(Eph, 5:1~2)

The Christian family acts like Jesus Christ. They talk, sing, and pray
like Jesus, “that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay
aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the
lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and
put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in
rightecusness and holiness of the truth. Therefore, laying aside
falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his neighbor, for we are
members of one another. Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the
sun go down on your anger, and do not give the devil an
opportunity” (Eph. 4:22~27). Christians have a new life in Christ, and
they must continually allow the Holy Spirit to renew their minds.
Instead of filling themselves with worldly things, Christians desire to
be filled with the Spirit, “speaking to one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart
to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; and be subject to one another in
the fear of Christ”(Eph. 5:19~21). Letting the Holy Spirit take control
makes your conversation, praying, and worship like Jesus.

The Christian family witnesses Jesus Christ. As born again
Christians they are different now; they are the salt and light of the
world, “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become
tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.
You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden”(Mt. 5:13~14). Christian families let their light shine before
others in such a way that others have the opportunity to see their
good works, and glorify God who is in heaven. The Christian family
believes Jesus, trusts Jesus, and shares His love with others. They
give their thanksgiving to the Lord. Whoever they meet they proclaim
the gospel of Jesus Christ as He commanded, “All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the
Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that |
commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the
age” (Mt. 28:18~20)

My dear friends, let's glorify our Lord by being a goed Christian
family. We need to think, love, act, and witness like Jesus Christ.
Whatever this life here on earth brings our way, we need to live with
strong faith in Jesus Christ. Let’s pray for all our communications and
actions to be like Jesus. Amen. i -
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