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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

GOD'S CALLTO BELIEVERS

Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him,
“I am God Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless.”
(Genesis 17:1)

he Creator God is an Almighty God with whom there is no
Tcomparison. This Wonderful God appeared to Abram when he
was ninty-nine years old, and called, "l am God Almighty; walk
before Me, and be blameless”(Gn. 17:1). What kind of sense do you
make of this statement? No one is blameless, most especially in
front of God. This can appear a little puzzling. When you look back a
few chapters, you see that God called Abram several other times
(see Gn. 12:7; 13:17-18; 15:5-6). In these callings, He proclaimed His
covenant to Abram. Here, in today’s verse, His call is like the final
step. He tells Abram who He is (God Almighty), gives Him direction
(walk before Me), and then a direct command (be blamesless). This
special call is God's call to all believers. If you are a believer, a
Christian, then God is calling you exactly as He called Abram.

Thirteen years before God gave Abram this call, He promised to
reward him greatly with a son (Gn. 15:1-4). When the call came,
Abram only had Ishmael. He was still waiting for the fulfillment of
God's promise. What can you learn concerning Abram'’s faith?
Hebrews 11:6 says, "And without faith it is impossible to please
Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He
is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” Abram had a positive
attitude. His faith wanted God'’s reward.

Having faith is a victory all in itself. Abram's faith was not perfect,
but in real faith, victory always follows the fall. Abram said to God,
“Since You have given no offspring to me, one born in my house is
my heir”(Gn. 15:3). Psalm 27:14 reminds us, “Wait for the Lord; be
strong and let your heart take courage; yes, wait for the Lord.” Are
you ready for the wait? Abram left his home country to follow God's
leading. Even though he sometimes faltered and failed, he still
waited. Psalm 31:15 says, "My times are in Your hand; deliver me
from the hand of my enemies and from those who persecute me.”
Abram was waiting because he believed in God's love. Do you
believe in God's love? Do you believe He loves His only begotten
Son? Even though the sunshine may be gone in your life, | hope you
hold on to your faith. Sometimes theology, culture, and even your
religious conscious leads you in other directions, but it is only your
faith that holds you down and helps you wait for God's love. Jesus
died on the cross for your sins. Please hold on to the cross, and you
will experience abundant triumph.

God directed Abram to walk before Him. In life, there is much evil.
The world is full of the devil and his demons, which is why God tells
you to walk before Him. Satan uses all kinds of people, even your
parents, spouse, kids, and desires, to get at you. Remember that

God wants you to walk before Him. In other words, recognize evil
and unfaithfulness. Recognize the need to walk before God. Walking
before God means concentrating on Him. Psalm 62:2 says. "He only
is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold; | shall not be greatly
shaken.” Keep remembering God. Remember Him in your sleep,
rest, and walk. Whatever situation you find yourself in, even in the
midst of a den of lions, walk before Him. The devil is like a lion,
prowling around waiting to find the weak, but God is Almighty, He is
with you always. You can be courageous!

God told Abram, “1 am God Almighty™. This gives you tremendous
encouragement. Romans 8:32 says, “He who did not spare His own
Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him
freely give us all things?"” You are not perfect, just like Abram was
not perfect. You will fail sometimes, but there is an answer. 1 John
1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” You
can experience victory! You can triumph over evil. If you keep
thinking your perfect, and keep telling yourself that you will never
fail, then you will never experience victory. Romans 4:14 says, “For
if those who are of the Law are heirs. faith is made void and the
promise if nullified.” You cannot live by the Law, no one can. The
purpose of the Law was to show just this fact. Romans 6:14 says,
“For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but
under grace.” If you keep confessing, He will keep cleansing, so that
victory can be yours.

Now, the mystery of blamelessness is uncovered. You can be
blameless because of grace. Do you have faith in God's Word?
Philippians 4:6 says, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God.” You have to practice your faith. "For whatever is
born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has
overcome the world—our faith”(1 Jn. 5:4). Here is the answer to
life. Revelation 21:7 confirms, "“He who overcomes will inherit these
things (a new intimacy with God and the elimination of those
sorrows that sin brings), and | will be his Ged and he will be My
son.”

As you remember Jesus on His walk to the cross, during this
second Sunday of Lent, | want you to believe God’s call, “l am God
Almighty, walk before me and he blameless.” | want you to know
that this call to you is not impossible to obey. You have a great
choice. God's grace makes it possible. His call and your obedience to
it will bring you victory today, tomorrow, and forever. Amen. i
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