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Flesh & Blood o 6:52-5s)

"--Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood,
you have no life in yourselves. He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and

I will raise him up on the last day.---"

oday's chapter begins with the story of the miraculous

feeding. A very large crowd had followed Jesus across
the Sea of Galilee because they had seen Him heal the sick.
A little boy gave Jesus 5 barley loaves and 2 fish, and with
that He fed all 5,000 people, leaving 12 baskets of leftovers.
The crowd realized His power and wanted o make Him king,
but Jesus perceived their intentions, and escaped to a
mountain alone. Everyone was looking for Him, even His
disciples, who finally found Him walking on water in the
middle of the night tfoward their boat that was already three
or four miles offshore. In the morning, the crowd followed
and found Him on the other side of the sea. They began
asking Him questions, and Jesus began answering them. The
Jews in the crowd didn't understand His answers; they didn't
like His preaching. They started grumbling and arguing with
each other over what Jesus was saying.

Jesus talked about His sacrificial death on the cross. he
told the crowd, "I am the living bread that came down out of
heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and
the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is
My flesh”(v. 51). Well, the Jews in the crowd couldn't handle
this information. They started wondering, "How can this man
give us His flesh to eat?" Jesus explained the secret, “Truly,
truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves" (v.
53). Sadly, this wonderful truth only confused them more.
Does it trouble you? So many people love Jesus and want to
follow Him; they even believe the Bible is the Word of God.
Some even have experienced or benefited from His miracles,
like the crowd above. Yet, they still don't grasp the
significance of His flesh and blood. They really don't think
Jesus is the Messiah.

Today is Holy Communion day. We are going to partake in
eating the flesh of the Son of Man and drinking His blood.
Do you have any arguments? Do you really believe in this
ritual? Jesus said, "He who eats My flesh and drinks My
blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last
day“(v. 54). Can you see how important this Holy Meal

actually is? The flesh and blood of Jesus brings eternal life.
The flesh and blood of Jesus raises the dead fo life. Come
on people, this is the place where your faith finds
nourishment.

Before Jesus discussed the Lord's Supper, He explained to
the crowd that He had come from heaven(v. 51). Do you
believe it? Do you believe that Jesus existed in heaven
before His birth? Do you believe that He is the Son of God,
who died on a cross for your salvation? My friends, today's
Bible verses are asking you do you believe it? Does Jesus
really exist in your life, or is He just part of your
imagination? He said, "For My flesh is true food, and My
blood is true drink"(v. 55). Is His flesh and blood true to you?
Is His flesh and blood really necessary for you to have
eternal life?

Let's take this a little deeper. Jesus said, "He who eats My
flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him"“(v. 56).
Amen. Do you live in Jesus? Does He live in you? He said,
"As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the
Father, so he who eats Me, he also will live because of Me"(v.
57). The reason Jesus came, His purpose, was to give us life.
Only He is the Savior. Only He has life to give, "In Him was
life, and the life was the Light of men“(Jn. 1:4). Amen. My
friends, only in Jesus is there life. He is the life, "For just
as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son
also to have life in Himself"(In. 5:25). Amen. He is the
Savior. The power, purpose, and grace of God was granted to
us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, "but now has been
revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel”(2 Tim. 1:10). Amen.

Jesus' flesh is real food, and His blood is real drink. They
are the elements God has chosen to use for the gift of
eternal life. Your personal faith is necessary to receive
God's gift in Christ Jesus. Are you willing o join how in the
Lord's Supper? Come, all who believe that His flesh and
blood will raise you on the last day, and make you live now and
forever. Amen. |
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