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THE SECOND TIME

“Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying,

@*“Arise, go o Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you.”
@S0 Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly
great city, a three days’ walk. “Then Jonah began to go through the city one day’s walk; and he cried out
and said, “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” (Jonah 3:1~4)

D uring the days of Jonah, Nineveh was considered a great big
city with very wicked people. This city was under a forty day
destruction countdown from the Lord’s judgment. God called Jonah
to go to Nineveh and “cry against it", but Jonah was a reluctant
prophet(Jon. 1:1~3). He fled from God’s call, and his consequences
were not good. “And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow
Jonah, and Jonah was in the stomach of the fish three days and
three nights”(Jon. 1:17). Jonah went through a death like
experience being buried inside the fish. “| descended to the roots
of the mountains. The earth with its bars was around me forever,
But You have brought up my life from the pit, O LORD my
God”(Jon. 2:6). He also went through a great resurrection
experience. “Then the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited
Jonah up onto the dry land”(Jon. 2:10). After these death and life
encounter, Jonah received the word of God for the second time.
“Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time,
saying, 'Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the
proclamation which | am going to tell you." So Jonah arose and
went to Nineveh according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh
was an exceedingly great city, a three days’ walk. Then Jonah
began to go through the city one day's walk; and he cried out and
said, 'Yet forty days and Nineveh will be everthrown'"(Jon. 3:1~4).

Jonah's second call came after his failure and God's punishment.
Jonah didn't listen to God's first call because he had a very bad
attitude. He made a big mistake because he had a big head. His
brain was filled with his own reasoning about what was right and
what was wrong for the Ninevites. He responded to God's will
wrong because he wrongly chose his own will. He thought he knew
better than God. Chastening always comes to the wayward child of
God. Christians can never get away with sin. The Bible says. “'MY
SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD,
- FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND
HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.” - He
disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness. All
discipline for the moment seems not te be joyful, but sorrowful; yet
to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the
peaceful fruit of righteousness”(Heb. 12:5~6,10~11). The great fish
that swallowed Jonah was no accident. Israel’s wanderings in the
wilderness for forty years and Samson’s grindings in the prison
house were all necessary punishments for God's grace to reach
those who had failed. Peter denied Jesus three times, but Jesus
still called him to tend His sheep(Jn. 21:15~17), and told him. “|
also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock | will build My
church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it"(Mt. 16:18).
Everyone messes up, makes mistakes, and misses the mark. The
good news is that Jesus will meet you wherever you are.

Jonah's second call was the same as his first call. His old
commission was restored. “Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and
proclaim to it the proclamation which | am going to tell you"(Jon.

3:2). His second call is evidence of Ged's wonderful grace. This
mission was so important for Jonah to obey. When God saved
Jonah from the big fish, can you imagine how wonderful he should
have felt? After three days of darkness, suffering, praying, crying
out to God in repentance, and then suddenly salvation, one can
easily imagine that the sunshine would look sensational, the sea
breezes would sound fantastic, and the warm sand would feel
wonderful. One would think that your praise and thanksgiving to the
Lord would be off the charts, but that was not the case with Jonah.
After rising up on the beach, God called Jonah a second time with
the same message. God gave Jonah a second chance, not for
salvation but for service. Jonah obeyed God the second time, but
not with a joyful heart. How many times have | asked you to go out
from this church and proclaim the gospel? It's a great mission with
a great opportunity for happiness, and yet you always hesitate and
reason that others, not you, should do this work. Psalms 51:1~17
says. “Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness;
According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my
transgressions - The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken
and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.”

Jonah's second call came in spite of the fact that he would fail
again. Jonah was displeased with Nineveh's repentance. They were
enemies of God. Se he did not want to see them to be saved. He
was disappointed with his successful preaching. He regretted that
God used him. Can you imagine an evangelist pouting over a whole
city that turns away from sin and toward God? Why was Jonah so
unhappy? He convincingly preached God's message of forty days
till destruction, and he knew that God loved Nineveh and that if
they repented that God would save them. He preached for their
destruction, not their salvation. So after the forty days and God
didn't destroy Nineveh, he looked bad. He became a liar because
what he said wasn't true. Many preachers today have the same
problem. Their only interest is in success and fortune, but God still
uses them. Even though they may use the wrong sermon with the
wrong motives, God still saves, God will still meet you today, even
if you are weak and will fail tomorrow.

My dear friends, Jesus asks that you deny yourself, take your
cross, and follow Him. It's not an easy course to follow, and no
one can do it by themselves, which is why Jesus gives each of His
followers the gift of His Holy Spirit. We‘ve just celebrated
Pentecost, so our hearts should be renewed with the need to
follow God's will, not our own. Please allow the Holy Spirit to lead
you and God will use you for saving souls. Jonah loved God, but
his sinful nature got the best of him. He repented, and obeyed
God, but his heart was not in the right place. Instead of
experiencing righteous joy, he experienced unrightecus anger. His
unrighteous anger led him to another chastening lesson. God loves
you, and yes, He will chasten you to make you ready for His
service and heaven. Amen. §
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