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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

KINDNESS

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,

kindness, goodness, faithfulness
(Galatians 5:22)

he Holy Spirit is God. He is a very important factor in

bringing us to Christ through different methods involving
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. He lives in each Christian
individually, not as a group. He produces His fruit in those who
walk in dependence on Him. The Bible specifically tells us, "Do
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for
the day of redemption.”(Eph. 4:30), and “Do not quench the
Spirit.”(1 Thes. 5:19) To grieve the Holy Spirit means you do not
listen to Him, but instead choose to follow your own way,
which makes His fruit within you begin to decay. To quench the
Holy Spirit means you continually choose to walk in your own
passions and desires, which makes His fruit within you rotten.
Thus, if you grieve or quench the Holy Spirit, His power within
you decreases. So, to be filled with the Spirit means you need
to rely on Him, not yourself, “walk by the Spirit, and you will
not carry out the desire of the flesh.”(Gal. 5:16) Today's Bible
verse talks about the fruit of the Holy Spirit, and today's sermon
focuses on one of its elements: kindness. As Christians,
kindness should be evident in each one of us.

Kindness is a spiritual fruit that can be seen in God Himself.
Ezra prayed, “---But You are a God of forgiveness, Gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness;
And You did not forsake them."(Neh. 9:17) David sang,
"Blessed be the Lord, For He has made marvelous His
lovingkindness to me in a besieged city.”(Ps. 31:21), and “For
His lovingkindness is great toward us--."(Ps. 117:2) David also
reminded himself and God's people that the Lord God is the
One "Who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you
with lovingkindness and compassion.”(Ps. 103:4) Isaiah recalled
the Lord’s words to the tribe of Judah, "In an outburst of anger
| hid My face from you for a moment, But with everlasting
lovingkindness | will have compassion on you."(ls. 54:8) God's
kindness is abounding, marvelous, loving, great, and
everlasting. As His kindness touches us, so our kindness needs
to touch others. The Bible tells us, “Be kind to one another,
tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also
has forgiven you.”(Eph. 4:32), and “Be devoted to one another
in brotherly love.”(Rom. 12:10) Love is kind.(1 Cor. 13:4) Your
development and growth of faith requires diligence, especially
in brotherly kindness.(2 Pet. 1:7) Does your life reflect the same
kindness you have received from the Lord?

Kindness is a very important part of Christian speech. Unkind
words that come from pride and greed take a person down, but
kind words build them up. As a Christian, you need to guard the
use of your tongue, “For we all stumble in many ways. If
anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man,
able to bridle the whole body as well.”(Jas. 3:2) Your mouth
should not spew out blessing and cursing.(Jas. 3:9&10) A
believer's tongue speaks in kindness. Harshness of speech is
very harmful to the cause of Christ. Harsh words cannot be
recalled. They wound those we love. Kind words come from the
Holy Spirit and bring comfort, encouragement, and edification.
They build faith in others. Does your tongue speak with
kindness?

Kindness is a dimension of love that Christians can share with
others through their material belongings. Do you show kindness
with your provisions? The early church showed great kindness
in this way, "And all those who had believed were together and
had all things in common; and they began selling their property
and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone
might have need."(Acts 2:44&45) They also helped in the
collection for the saints.(1 Cor. 16:1) Kindness in giving is called
for in the Bible, “Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn
away from him who wants to borrow from you.”(Mt. 5:42) Just
a little sustenance, like a cup of water, can go a long way, "For
whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of your
name as followers of Christ, truly | say to you, he will not lose
his reward.”(Mk. 9:41) Ephesians 4:28 says, “He who steals
must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with
his own hands what is good, so that he will have something to
share with one who has need.” Does your kindness include
your funds, materials goods, and other personal resources?

My dear friend, selfishness reveals your degree of carnality,
whereas kindness reveals your degree of surrender to the Lord.
Do others see the kindness of Christ in you? Do you show your
friends, neighbors, and associates how big and important you
are, or do you demonstrate to them how kind you are? Do they
see your pride or do they see the fruit of the Holy Spirit? The
goal of the Holy Spirit is to develop the character of God in you
and me through love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. | hope you
understand the importance of kindness, so that others can see
God through your life. Amen. §
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