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Sermon for Next Sunda

THANKFUL ATTITUDE

“Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians
in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you.
@We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers.
©We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith,
your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
(1 Thessalonians 1:1~3)

n today's Bible verses Paul clearly gives us an example of a

thankful attitude. His many epistles in the Bible use and teach the
concept of thankfulness. As Christians, we need to appreciate
God's grace and love that comes to us through our faith in Jesus
Christ by giving thanks: Too many 21st century believers are
walking around this earth grumbling, complaining, and without real
gratitude concerning their high position. Let's uncover Paul's
understanding and teaching of true thankfulness.

Paul instructed the Thessalonian church, “give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus“(1 Thes.
5:18). Paul understood that his thankful attitude was not dependent
upon his personal environment or condition. He appreciated the
Lord Jesus in all the situations that he experienced, even those in
danger of death, “We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers,
about the hardships we suffered in the province of Asia. We were
under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we
despaired even of life. Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of
death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but
on God, who raises the dead. He has delivered us from such a
deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope
that he will continue to deliver us, as you help us by your prayers.
Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor
granted us in answer to the prayers of many"(2 Cor. 1:8~11).
During His last supper before taking the cross, Jesus took the bread
and cup knowing His death was imminent and gave thanks, “While
they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and

“gave it to his disciples, saying, 'Take and eat; this is my body.” Then
he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, ‘Drink
from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured
out for many for the forgiveness of sins’'”(Mt. 26:26~28), Jesus
gave thanks for everything, whether eating, preaching, or even
dying.

Thanksgiving is a duty that every Christian must practice, “We
always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. We
continually remember before our God and Father your work
produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance
inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ"(1 Thes 1:2~3). Paul gave
thanks for the Thessalonians’ faith because he understood that it
was his responsibility to always pray for God's chosen people. He
explained, “But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers
loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be
saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief

in the truth"(2 Thes. 2:13). As Christians we must realize that it is
our duty to give thanks to the Lord because God has given us
abundant blessings. When we continually practice being thankful
our hearts reflect a thankful attitude. Under all circumstances, not
just the good things that happen to us but also the difficult ones,
we must show our appreciation to the Lord. If we don‘t have an
appreciative heart then our walk is not on the narrow pathway, but
will lead us down another road, “For although they knew God, they
neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their
thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were
darkened”(Rom. 1:21).

We have to extend our thanksgiving beyond ourselves. Today's
Christians are very good at giving thanks for their blessings, but
neglect others. Paul exclaimed, “God, whom | serve with my whole
heart in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how
constantly | remember you in my prayers at all times"(Rom.
1:9~10). Paul told the Corinthians, | always thank God for you
because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus”(1 Cor. 1:4). He also
told the Colossians, “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful
and thankful"(Col. 4:2). When you think of Jesus do you realize how
much you have to be thankful for? Thanksgiving is not just about
our prayers to God, it's something you have to wake-up with and
feel and then proclaim. Regardless of anything, whether your child
is sick, you've lost a loved one, your heart is broken, no matter the
situation every Christian is a part of the body of Jesus Christ. Do
you truly understand what a privilege it is to be a child of Ged? How
can somecne like that ever stop giving thanks? Every single
Christian is an important part of Jesus Christ and therefore has
reason to praise the Lord! Paul told the Ephesian church, “For this
reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and
your love for all the saints, | have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers”(Eph. 1:15~16). God chose us and
sanctified us in His Holy Spirit. He made us the truth, and He
continues to minister to us in our hearts through His word. Qur
hearts are enlightened so that we may know the hope of the riches
of His glorious inheritance and His almighty power.

My dear friend, | want you to have the work of faith, labor of love,
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to
salvation. As you walk along the narrow pathway that God has laid
out, you will experience difficulties and suffering, but | want you to
experience everything with a thankful attitude. Let's encourage
each other, pray for each other, and go the way of faith. Amen. i
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