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Sermon for Next Sunda

WHAT IS THAT TO YOU?

Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return,

what is that to you? You must follow me.”
(John 21:22)

n today's Bible verse Jesus responds to Peter's inquiry

concerning John (the beloved disciple) with a question
and command. Between Peter and John, chapter 21 is
centered on Peter. Peter gave up everything to follow Jesus
for more than three years. When Jesus was taken captive,
Peter denied Him three times. After Jesus died and
resurrected, Peter went fishing. Jesus came to Peter's
fishing spot in His resurrected body and helped him catch
some fish. They ate breakfast together, and then Jesus gave
Peter his ministry orders and information about his death.
Peter clearly understood his calling, but while looking at
John, his competitor under Jesus, he wanted to know what
Jesus was going to call John to do. How often do we look
around at people, places, and even things and want to know
what Jesus is going to do with them? As Christians, we
need to remember that our ministry is strictly to follow
Jesus.

Whenever those closest to us drift away from Jesus we
tend to ask Him what is going to happen to them. Whether
it is a spouse, child, parent, or dear friend who reads the
Bible all the time but doesn't really practice or believe what
is inside it, we wonder what is going to happen. The failure
of loved ones is a very sensitive area. Please remember that
you are not accountable for the sins of others, “So then,
each of us will give an account of himself to God”(Rom.
14:12). Everyone must stand before God and be judged. The
person closest to you may be falling away or even keeping
you from Christ. Your responsibility is to look past other’s
failures to Christ. If others fail or fall, what is that to you?
You must only focus on Jesus Christ and follow Him alone.

Whenever we are hurt by other Christians we tend to ask

Jesus what is going to happen to them. Many good
Christians can be cruel. The cause of Christ can be harmed
by careless tongues. Wounded believers can struggle with
bitterness, even when your intent was blessing. The

casualties of caustic remarks can be found everywhere

within the church, Gossip groups are dangerous. See how
gossip distorted the situation in today's message, “Because
of this, the rumor spread among the brothers that this
disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would
not die; he only said, “If | want him to remain alive until |
return, what is that to you?”(Jn. 21:23). The words that
come out of our mouth can be very powerful, “but no man
can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly
poison. With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and
with it we curse men, who have been made in God's
likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing.
My brothers, this should not be"(Jam. 3:8~10). How often
we get discouraged seeing the effects of gossipers and
hearing the wrong words spoken. When others falter in their
speech, what is that to you? You must only focus on Jesus
Christ and follow Him alone.

Whenever we envy another’s position, talent, financial
status, success, speaking ability, or whatever; we are in
trouble. Peter and John went back and forth with who was
better and who would sit on Jesus' right hand or left hand
kind of stuff. Peter affirmed that he would feed Jesus’
sheep, but he still wanted to know what John was going to
do. He understood that he would die a martyr's death, but
he wanted to know how John would suffer. Jesus told him
to forget that line of thought and just follow Him. God often
chooses to use those who think they have little to offer, and
those who others think have little to offer. Your worldly
status and abilities have little to do with God's work. Next
time you find yourself drifting into envious territory, ask
yourself what is that te you! Your job is to follow Jesus, no
matter what road He chooses.

My dear friends, now that we have considered this
sensitive area of life, perhaps you've found certain points of
failure. It is time to face the Lord’s question: What is that to
you? It is time to heed the Lord's command: Follow Me!
Amen. |
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