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H:ire. in today’s Bible verse, we
ind a condensed history of the
world before the Gospel was fully
revealed by the coming of our Lord
Jesus, The history of each saved soul is
a small reflection of the story of the
ages. God acts upon the same
principles both with the race and with
individuals. The Old and New
Testaments contain the same principle,
it’s just that the New Testament is
much clearer. The Old Testament is
like a picture or example of the real
thing. In the New Testament, Jesus
actually came. It shows his life. death,
resurrection, and ascension. Whereas
the Old Testament held the promise,
the New Testament fulfilled the
promise. Amen!

“Before faith came™ is a sad time.
By nature, we had no idea of faith. It
would never occur to the human mind
that we could be saved by believing in
Jesus. When we heard of faith as the
way of salvation, we did not
understand it. We could not convince
ourselves that the words used by the
preacher had their common and usual
meaning. We saw faith in others and
wondered at its results, but we could
not exercise it for ourselves, We could
not reach to faith, even when we began
to see its necessity, admitted its power,
and desired to practice it. The reason
of this inability was moral, not mental.
We were proud and did not care to
renounce self-righteousness. We could
not grasp the notion of salvation by
faith because it was contrary to the
normal run of our opinions. We were
bewildered because faith is a spiritual
act, and we are not spiritual. Moreover,
we were without the Spirit of God and
therefore incapable. We do not wish 10
g0 back to the state in which we were,
before faith came, for it was one of
darkness, misery, hopelessness, sinful
rebellion,  self-conceit,  and
condemnation.

Before faith came, we were “kept
in custody under the law, being shut up
to the faith.” We were always within
the sphere of law. In fact, there is no
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Before Faith Came

(Galatians 3:23)

“But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law,

being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.”

getting out of it. Under the law, the
whole universe is no better than a
prison for a sinner! We were always
kicking against the bounds of the law,
sinning, yearning because we could
not sin more. However, we dared not
overleap it altogether and defy its

perfect obedience should be continual
throughout the whole of life totally tied

us up. The law is a continuous cycle,

an unbeatable cycle, that yields
frustration and despair. It’s true that
people are slightly changed by it, for it
does wake-up our conscious, but

Faith came, now we understand

what a wonderful time we live in.

Now we understand

why this truth requires absolute obedience,

absolute sacrifice to Jesus Christ

— it is our only opportunity

Sfor salvation! Believing in Jesus Christ is

by faith. It means you absolutely

and purely accept Him

as Savior.

power because of our fear of the
consequences, For many, it checked us
and held us captive with its
commands. Nonetheless, we could not
find rest. The law awakened
conscience. It stirred the fear and
shame within us. We could not
discover a hope, for there is none to
discover while we abide under the law.
We couldn’t even fall into the stupor of
despair, for the law excited life, though
it forbade hope.

Among the considerations which
held us in bondage were the
spirituality of the law, the touching
thoughts, motives, and desires it stimed
within us. The need of perfect
obedience kept us in bondage, making
one sin fatal to all hope of salvation by
works. Also, the requirement that each
act of obedience should be perfect kept
us bound. Moreover, the necessity that

because everything is measured by the
law, and no one can keep the law
perfectly, everyone is condemned by it,
By and through the law, humans
cannot find eternal hope. Amen! As
long as people live under the law, there
is no peace or hope. There is no lasting
Joy in life because the law shows
everyone that they will despair and be
destroyed. There is absolutely no hope
in the law,

With these circumstances, a new
truth came, “the faith which was later
to be revealed.” The only thing which
could bring us out of prison was faith.
Faith came! And when it did we
understood what was to be believed.
We knew that salvation could not
come from us, but from another. We
knew that salvation was from a most
glorious person. We knew that
salvation was a complete blessing. We

also understood what it was to believe.
We saw that it was trust, wholehearted
and sincere. We saw that it was
ceasing from self and obeying Jesus
Christ. Plus, we understood why we
believed. We learned that we were
compelled to accept free grace or
perish. We learned that we were shut
up to this one way of salvation. We
learned that we were shut out of any
and every other way.

Jesus set us free. He. alone,
handles all the problems of living
under the law. No one could live in
perfect obedience to the law, “But the
Seripture has shut up everyone under
sin, so that the promise by faith in
Jesus Christ might be given to those
who believe” (v. 22). Until Jesus came,
everyone struggled under the law.
Everyone was under sin! Why? So that
the promise by faith in Jesus Christ
might be given to those who believe!
Amen! In other words, the time came,
the faith came, the generation of faith
came to this earth to reveal God's
secret. Only this truth, this way, was
given by God to release us out of our
prison and give us eternal life.

Faith came, now we understand
what a wonderful time we live in. Now
we understand why this truth requires
gbsolute obedience, absolute sacrifice
to Jesus Christ—it is our only
opportunity for salvation! Believing in
Jesus Christ is by faith. It means you
absolutely and purely accept Him as
Savior. No longer do you obey the
desires of the flesh, you obey Jesus
Christ. He strengthens and enables
you, through the Holy Spirit, to take
your cross to heaven. Scripture shut up
man under the law so that the promise
of God to men of faith might be
received. We are standing in a holy
place right now, gathered together as
brothers and sisters because of Jesus
Christ. We are believers, this is our
believing time, what a mighty
wonderful blessing we have right now.
Let’s worship Jesus Christ. Let’s
purely accept Jesus as Savior and obey
His Word. Before the year 2000 is
gone, let’s be joined as God’s children
in faith, Amen! i
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