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ALL THESE THINGS
(Genesis 42:29-36)

"And their father Jacob said to them, “You have bereaved me of my children:
Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more, and you would take Benjamin;
all these things are against me.”.”

en Jacob's sons returned from their first visit to Egypt, they told
their father that “the lord of the land™ had spoken harshly with them,
and took them for “spies of the country” (v. 30). The reported that they were
forced to leave Simeon behind, and ordered to bring their youngest brother,
Benjamin, back to Egypt. Furthermore, while they were unloading their sacks
of food supplies they found all their money intact. This money was to be
used to pay for the supplies they brought back. Jacob was bereaved. He told
his sons, “all these things are against me™ (v. 36). When things seem amiss,
everyone in this world seriously confesses, “Oh my God, what's going on
here?” Jacob, whom God chose to give His blessings from his father
Abraham, had twelve grown sons. He didn’t know that it was Joseph who
was “the lord of the land”, but he had already made up his mind that
everything that was reported to him was disaster instead of blessing. How
many of you make the same mistake? How often do you confront blessings,
thinking that they are just curses?

There are many situations and circumstances in life that come to you
covered in half truth, half falsehood. You can see this in the Bible, for
instance, in Mark 15:31 the chief priests and scribes were mocking Jesus on
the cross, saying, “He saved others; He cannot save Himself”. These
religious officials were half right and half wrong. They explained that the
Son of God was able to save others, but they didn’t speak the whole truth. In
Psalm 116:11 you read, “All men are liars™. This statement is not completely
true, it’s an exaggeration of human nature. Like Jacob, do you not sometimes
fall short in your confessions? Does your mind and heart really remember
God’s promises, blessings, and mighty power?

Let’s look at Jacob's situation. You know from reading the Bible that
Joseph did not die from being eaten by an animal at a young age, but instead
became prime minister of Egypt. You also know that Simeon was not
persecuted in prison, and that Benjamin was in no danger of harm from “the
lord of the land™. Actually, Jacob will find his long lost son. This was God's
way. Real blessings and real peace awaited Jacob. All these things that Jacob
thought were against him were truly for him. God sent Joseph first to Egypt
so that all Jacob's family could be blessed. Joseph knew this and he told his
brothers, “Now do not be grieved or angry with yourselves, because you sold
me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life’” (Gn. 45:5).

‘Why did Jacob make the mistake of looking at God’s blessings as curses?
He lost his encouragement. Sometimes when people get old, they lose
encouragement. Also, people 1 lose when they are
faced with one situation after another. Look at Elijah. After he won the whole
battle against the prophets of Baal, the woman, Jezebel, talked to him and he
gave up, he said, “It is enough: now, O Lord, take my life, for I am not better
than my father” (1 Ki. 19:4). How about you my friend? How is your

17 Are you dep d over all these things? Is the pastor's sermon
too long and hard? Do you think he only talks about the Bible and that this
doesn't make any sense for your situation? Do you know what? If a servant
of God preaches right. if his sermon is Christ-centered, then many people
want to go to another church. Why? Because they dont” understand the Word
of God, but prefer the word of men. The Word of God hurts their heart
because it’s sharper than any sword. They cannot enjoy themselves, They
come to church like business people, thinking this is entertainment Sunday,
visiting only on Sunday for a short time because they have to practice their
golf and think about how they are going to close deals. That’s why their faith
is falling. That's why they are discouraged and spiritually lost.

People who have negative perspectives can’t see blessings. Any situation
or blessing that comes their way, they always look at the negative side.
There’s no winning way with them. The church may be a blessing, the
sermon may be right, and everyone may be happy and appreciative, but this
person finds fault. They act like they are really concerned about you and the
church, but you have to be very careful. You can’t trust what they say

because they have something wrong in their mind. They're like the person
who sees a big train for the very first time and says, “Nothing that big can
ever move forward and start”. After the big train makes a big noise and starts
moving, this same persen says, “That train can never stop”. Continually
negative people are dangerous. Paul took encouragement in the Lord. He was
a spiritual man who- relied on God for his direction, “and when Paul saw
them, he thanked God and took courage” (Acts 28:15). Even David, when
threatened with death, found strength in the Lord, “Moreover David was
greatly distressed because the people spoke of stoning him, for all the people
were embittered, each one because of his sons and his daughters. But David
strengthened himself in the Lord his God™ (1 Sam. 30:6). Joseph was thrown
in an empty well, sold into slavery, and put in jail but he relied on God and
never gave up. He lived the best way.

People lose spiritual insight when they forget God and His promises.
Why did Jacob complain? Because he lost sight of God's promise. When you
don’t think about God, you complain. During Jacob's flight from home, God
told him, “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of
Isaac; the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and te your descendants.
Your descendants shall also be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread
out to the west and to the éast and to the north and to the south; and in you
and in your descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed. Behold,
I .am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to
this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised
you'" (Gn. 28:13-15). What a wonderful promise! Did Jacob forget this? Yes,
that’s why he complained that “all these things are against me"”, If you don’t
believe God and His promises, you are going to be discouraged. Is God
dead? Did He lose His power? Does He not take care of you anymore? Come
on people, be strong and courageous. “Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the
Lord your God is with you wherever you go” (Jos. 1:9). People who really
don’t believe in the Lord can honestly say, “all these things are against me™.
Why? Because they receive God’s judgment. Even if they don’t know God
and everything appears beautiful in their life, they should still say, “all these
things against me”, because it is absolutely true.

We all know that the last days of Jacob's life were the most beautiful.
‘What then should Christians say to “all these things™? They should proclaim,
“If God is for us, who is against us” (Rom. 8:31)? Think about it. Who will
separate you from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? In his faith, Paul
tells us, “For your sake we are being put to death all day long; we were
considered as sheep to be slaughtered. But in all these things we
overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created
thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Rm. 8:36-39). Amen! Aren’t those promises you can rely
on? The way you view “all these things”, whether as blessings or curses,
makes a big difference. If you are a believer of Jesus Christ you shouldn’t
say, “all these things are against me”, but if you don’t believe then you
should say it. Faith is important, “For in it the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, *But the righteous man shall live
by faith” (Rom. 1:17). Jesus told Peter, “upon this rock I will build My
church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it” (Mt. 16:18). Amen.
This is Jesus' promise. Do you believe it? Or are all things really against
you? Impossible if you are a believer! What kind of situation do you stand
on? How about your confession? Is it half true, half false or is everything
true? Only a believer can testify that everything is beautiful because God is
on their side. Believers know that Jesus died for them, and is right now
preparing the perfect eternal home for their eternal life in His presence. W
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