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Bread Of Life

(John 6:53-58)

X|582%

Sermon for next week

“Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.”

As Jesus stood before the large
crowd that had followed Him by small
boats across the Sea of Galilee to
Capernaum, He told them, “I am the
bread of life; he who comes to Me will
not hunger, and he who believes in Me
will never thirst” (Jn. 6:35). The day
before, Jesus™ disciples miraculously
fed all these people from five barley
loaves and two fish, having twelve
basketfuls left over! Sadly, the people
had misunderstood Jesus’ miracle, and
now pursued Him for the wrong
reasons. They wanted from Him only
that which would satisfy their physical
needs. As such, Jesus cleared up their
misconceptions by telling them, “T am
the bread of life” (In. 6:48).

To further their understanding of
His purpose, Jesus explained, *Your
fathers ate the manna in the
wilderness, and they died. This is the
bread which comes down out of
heaven, so that one may eat of it and
not die” (Jn. 6:49&50). When God
redeemed the Israclites from their
Egyptian enslavement, He cared for
them during their desert journey to the
Promised Land by feeding them a
special food that came from heaven
called manna. Manna was not a
spiritual food. but a food provided by
God to meet the physical, badily needs
of His people. When Jesus told them
that He was the bread of life, He meant
that God had sent Him down from
heaven to provide the spiritual food
they needed 1o live eternally.

One of the most important
messages within the four Gospels is
that Jesus is the bread of Life. What
life? Does life only exist in the
physical body? If so, then life is
meaningless and there’s no purpose to
living. Obviously, there's a spiritual
meaning to life. The Bible tells us that
real life is having a relationship with
God. That’s why life has a spiritual
dimension that consists of faith,
obedience, and love. God created
human beings for His glory, which
means that our purpose in life is to
alorify Him (see Is. 43:7). Anything
else we do outside this purpose is not
just ridiculous and sinful, but
ultimately life threatening.

Since life requires a relationship

with God, how can sinful human
beings relate to a sinless God?
Thankfully, God has provided a way
through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ!
Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life;
no one relates to God but through
Jesus (see Jn. 14:6). That'’s why Jesus

and drink from Him?

In the New Testament we see
Jesus. In the church we hear about
Jesus and see Him face to face. We
come to church because we need
Jesus, we believe in Him. We need to
be fed on the Word which is Jesus

Just as God sent the manna from heaven

to physically feed His people, He sent His Son to

spiritually feed His people. Indeed, both were

miraculous events, but only one was eternal. Only

_ Jesus gives wonderful, everlasting life.

Today, at this Holy Communion service, He

invites you. He asks you to “‘take eat” of His flesh,
and “take drink” of His blood because His blood
and flesh is for you. He is the bread of life.

Understand my beloved, without Jesus there’s no

life. Do you want to have life? Come to Jesus. He

invites you to His table.

told the crowd, and in essence tells us,
that He is the bread of life. Without
Jesus there is existence, but no life.
People who don’t need Jesus, don’t
have life. Unbelievers are dead people.
Whoever needs real life, needs Jesus.
Believers are living people. My dear
friends, if you know Jesus Christ, you
never hunger or thirst. Do you believe
this? Some Christians obviously don’t
because they are always hungry and
thirsty. Why, when Jesus is the bread
of life? He gives peace, joy, comfort,
and satisfaction to all those who know
Him. Do you know Him? Do you eat

Christ (see Jn. 1:1). The church. the
body of Christ, provides the best
authority from God. That's the
process of grace, love, and life,
There’s perfect freedom in Christ,
whose love is universal. Whoever
comes to Him is accepted! Without
Jesus, no one, no one, no one can have
a relationship with God. It's
impossible! Humans can't find God
without Jesus, they can’t do it by
themselves. Everyone has to come to
Jesus.

The Old Testament explains that
the life of the body is derived from

blood, and that blood is the means by
which atonement for sins is made (see
Lv. 17:11). Here in today’s passage
Jesus says, “unless you eat the flesh of
the Son of Man and drink His blood.
you have no life in yourselves. He who
eats My flesh and drinks My blood has
eternal life, and I will raise him up on
the last day™ (vv. 53&54). Amen! We
need to eat and drink of Jesus! It is His
blood, shed on the eross at Calvary for
the sins of the world, that washes away
our sinfulness. Only His blood can
purify mankind, and thus provide the
means for us to communicate with a
righteous God.

Jesus came from heaven, from all
eternity, and joined Himself to sinful
humanity in the Incamation, “And the
Word became flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we saw His glory. glory as of
the only begotten from the Father, full
of grace and truth” (In. 1:14). We
need Jesus to see the Kingdom of God.
He wants i show us to the kingdom of
God. He who eats My flesh and drink
My blood abides in Me, and I in him”
(vv. 55&56). Amen! Those who
nourish their souls on the spiritual food
given in Christ can live in the kingdom
of God.

Jesus told Nathanael, “Truly, truly,
I say to you, you will see the heavens
opened and the angels of God
ascending and descending on the Son
of Man” (Jn. 1:51). Fellowship with
God is open to believers of Jesus
Christ. Jesus came from heaven, died
on a cross, rose from death, and
ascended into heaven to bring life.
Just as God sent the manna from
heaven to physically feed His people,
He sent His Son to spiritually feed His
people. Indeed. both were miraculous
events, but only one was eternal. Only
Jesus gives wonderful, everlasting life.

Today, at this Holy Communion
service, He invites you. He asks you'to
“take eat” of His flesh. and “take
drink™ of His blood because His blood
and flesh is for you. He is the bread of
life. Understand my beloved, without
Jesus there’s no life. Do you want to
have life? Come to Jesus. He invites
you to His table.?
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