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Sermon for Next Sunda

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

WHAT WE SHOULDN’T LOVE

Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world,
the love of the Father is not in him. "®For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh
and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.
" The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.
(1John 2:15~17)

he Christian life is built on love, and is all about love.

Believers in Jesus receive a love that gives them a new
quality of life, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life”(Jn. 3:16). Eternal life is God's gift
of love to everyone who places their trust in Jesus, God loves
the people in the world, not Satan's world system. The extent of
God's love is shown in the fact that Christ died for people in
whom there was nothing that evoked that love, “But God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us”(Rom. 5:8). God loved us first,
and we can only love Him and others through Christ. Ged is love
and He can be known only by those who live in love, “In this is
love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His
Son to be the propitiation for our sins”(1Jn. 4:10). We could not
know how, nor be able to love God if He had not first loved us.
One of the most in-depth definitions of love is found in Paul's
first letter to the Corinthians(1Cor. 13), which speaks about the
greatness and supremacy of godly love. We are called by God to
love people in the same way that He loves us, “We know that
we have passed out of death into life, because we love the
brethren. He who does not love abides in death”(1Jn. 3:14).
Loving others should be unspoken, “Little children, let us not
love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth”(1Jn.
3:18). Just as the Bible speaks clearly about what we should
love, it also mentions what we should not love. There are some
things that we should not love as Christians. Let’s look at some
of love's limitations.

The Bible says that we should not love sleep, "Do not love
sleep, or you will become poor---"(Prov, 20:13), The Bible warns
us about the dangers of laziness. We need to keep busy in serving
the Lord. We are promised eternal life, but this earthly life is very
short. Earthly time is precious compared to eternal life. As such,
every day that is given to us deserves our best efforts for Christ.
God calls workers, and the devil calls shirkers. Moses and David
were tending sheep, Elijah was plowing a field, and Peter, James,
and John were fishing when God called them. God calls busy
people. It's so sad when they respond that they're too busy for
God. Paul preached day and night with tears for three years,
“Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a
period of three years | did not cease to admonish each one with
tears”(Acts 20:31). Now that's a busy person! God calls His
children to serve, but it is not our service that saves us. We are
only saved by grace through faith. God works through us to
accomplish His work. If you're not dying, then you should be busy.

The Bible says that we are forbidden to love this world, “Do not

love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the
boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the
world”(1Jn. 2:15~16). Worldliness is the devil's playground, and
he loves to toy with our sinful nature. Too many of today's
Christians have forgotten the concepts of holy living. They've
strayed into dangerous territory, and need to re-examine their
lifestyles and revisit God's direction toward holiness. God calls us
to live in this world without being worldly. We are the light that
shines on darkness. We are the children of God who bring Him
glory. We are God's messengers, sent out to deliver the good
news. The world’s system is against God, and believers are not to
love at all that which goes against God. God loves the people of
this world, and calls us to love them, too.

The Bible says that we should not love money, “No one can
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and wealth” (Mt. 6:24). 1Timothy 6:10 says, “For
the love of money is the root of all sorts of evil, and some by
longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced
themselves with many griefs.” God teaches us, “If anyone wants
to sue you and take your shirt, let him have your coat also”(Mt.
5:40). How can anyene calculate the cost of heaven? The rich
ruler, who loved God and kept His laws, came to Jesus for further
instruction. Jesus told him to sell everything, give his proceeds to
the poor, and then follow Him, "But when he had heard these
things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich”(Lk. 18:23).
This man was so rich that he calculated the cost of following
Jesus and couldn't do it. His attachment to material things kept
him from entering the Kingdom of God. He loved the Bible, but he
loved money, too. Zaccheus was a rich tax collector, but when he
met Jesus he said, “Behold, Lord, half of my possessions | will
give to the poor, and if | have defrauded anyone of anything, | will
give back four times as much”(Lk. 19:8). Jesus told him, “Today
salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of
Abraham”(Lk. 19:8). Can you see the difference between these
two men? Our time, talent, and money should be spent for Christ.
What are you doing with these things now? What's going to be of
real value to you when you stand before Christ?

My dear friends, the Bible tells us that God loves us and wants
us to love others. Today's Bible verse says, "The world is passing
away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives
forever”(1Jn. 2:17). God teaches us what we should and should
not love. Open your heart to hear God's word, and let it change
you forever. Amen. i
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