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| sermon for Next Sunday |

DANIEL'S FAITH

® As for me, I heard but could not understand; so I said,

“My lord, what will be the outcome of these events?” “ And he said,

““Go your way, Daniel, for these words are concealed and sealed up until the end time.

0 Many will be purged, purified and refined; but the wicked will act wickedly, and none of the
wicked will understand, but those who have insight will understand. (Daniel 12:8-10)

aniel was a man greatly loved by God. As a youth,

Nebuchadnezzar took him and others captive to Babylon, a
foreign land filled with new customs and different religions. After he
recited and interpreted Nebuchadnezzar's dream, the king gave him a
place of prominence and responsibility over his kingdom. Daniel
spent the rest of his life there as a governmental official and as a
prophet of the true God, serving four different kings:
Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius, and Cyrus. His life of faith was
very difficult in this foreign land, yet he persevered.

From the very beginning, Daniel made up his mind to follow God.
The king ordered the chief of his officials to select some young men
from the sons of Israel “in whom was no defect, who were good-
looking, showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed
with understanding and discerning knowledge, and who had ability
for serving in the king’s court,” to learn the language and literature of
the Chaldeans(1:4). Daniel was among one of the young men chosen
for this three-year education program, specially designed for the
king’s personal service. The commander of the officials changed his
name to Belteshazzar, and ordered him to eat his daily rations from
the king's choice food and from the wine that the king drank. "But
Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the
king's choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought
permission from the commander of the officials that he might not
defile himself”(1:8). Daniel chose not to eat meat that had not been
slain in accordance with the Mosaic Law and that, along with the
wine, had been offered to a pagan god.

Daniel refused to follow ungodly rules. His defiance against the
king’s orders was very dangerous, especially as a slave. Receiving
special treatment requires going along with the system, but Daniel
decided to go his own way. His faith required him to go in a different
direction, which is why he asked the commander for a favor. The
commander was deathly afraid of the king, and did not want to risk
losing his head by not following the king's orders. He knew that if
Daniel and his three friends did not eat right, the king would notice
their haggard appearances, but God granted Daniel “favor and
compassion in the sight of the commander,” so that he granted a
ten-day trial period(1:9). At the end of ten days, Daniel and his friends
appeared "better” and "fatter” than the rest of the group, so the
overseer "continued to withhold their choice food and the wine they
were to drink, and kept giving them vegetables”(1:15-16).

God helped Daniel and his three friends. He gave them
“knowledge and intelligence in every branch of literature and
wisdom; Daniel even understood all kinds of visions and
dreams”(1:17). At the end of their three years of training, only Daniel
and his friends entered the king's personal service. “As for every
matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king consulted
them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and
conjurers who were in all his realm”(1:20). Daniel chose to go God's

way. He did not compromise. Although his life’s circumstances
constantly changed, his mind about God never changed. Trials and
tribulations fill every believer's life. No matter what the difficulties
may be, as a believer you cannot walk on the wide path. You cannot
go the world's way. God is with the narrow travelers. He blesses
those who choose to go His way.

Daniel's decision to go God's way allowed God to open his eyes to
special revelations. He was able to see and understand godly things
because of his faith, If you believe in people, you cannot see God's
workings, but if you believe in God, you can see! When
Nebuchadnezzar had a troubled dream, and wanted to know what it
meant without telling anyone what it was, “the mystery was
revealed to Daniel in a night vision”(2:19). The king's top officials told
him, “There is not a man on earth who could declare the matter for
the king...no one else could declare it to the king except gods, whose
dwelling place is not with mortal flesh”(2:10-11). Daniel’s faith
allowed him to see and interpret the king's dream because he knew
that "wisdom and power” belong to God(2:20). Over time, Daniel
explained another dream to Nebuchadnezzar(chapter 4), and even
translated the finger writing on the wall for Belshazzar(chapter 5).
Even non-believers recognized that Daniel had "an extraordinary
spirit” that gave him knowledge and insight, and the abilities to
interpret dreams, explain enigmas, and salve difficult problems(5:12).
His gift of revelation came from his faith.

Daniel was a man of prayer. Even though King Darius issued a
decree ordering everyone in his kingdom to make their petitions to
him alone, or else he would throw them into the lion’s den, Daniel
continued to pray to God. “Now when Daniel knew that the
document was signed, he entered his house (now in his roof
chamber he had windows open toward Jerusalem); and he continued
kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks
before his God, as he had been doing previously“(6:10). Daniel was a
faithful believer. The king's men knew Daniel worshipped God,
prayed regularly, and could see special revelations. They knew he
was a man who did not compromise with worldly authority. Their
jealousy led them to make this prayer trap. They hated him and
wanted him dead. They thought their plan was full proof, but it was
not. God rescued Daniel from the lions’ den. King Darius declared,
“men are to fear and tremble before the God of Daniel; for He is the
living God and enduring forever, and His kingdom is one which will
not be destroyed, and His dominion will be forever”(6:26).

In today’s Bible verses, Ged tells Daniel, “Go your own way”(12:9).
What is Daniel's way? It is the way of faith! He made up his mind to
go with God, and to pray every step of the way. He chose the narrow
path, the one without compromises. With Daniel as an example,
please my beloved friends, “be steadfast, immoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in
vain in the Lord"” (1 Cor. 15:58). Amen. 4
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