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Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’This is how it will be with anyone
who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.”

Diffcrcm people have different
views. Some people strive for
fame, fortune, and fancy in this life.
Some people simply want wealth.
Most people in this category are going

after things that disappear, and have

the potential to damage or destroy their
spiritual journey. These people are
fools! Why? Not bec: I say so, or
because some older, wiser scholar says
50, but because God says so! The
Almighty, Master, and Maker of all
creation tells us in today’s bible
passage that a person who is rich in the
world, but not rich in Him, is a fool.
Jesus revealed this truth in the form of
a parable, a story that regards a rich
man and how he poorly reasons with
his abundance.

The rich man had a dream, and
ambitious plan 1o achieve success. His
goal was to store up his wealth, so that
he could relax and take it easy for his
remaining years of life. One notices in
the story how he takes all glory for
himself, never giving praise or thanks
to God. Look at how he perceives his
warehouse as his blessing, “And 1 will
say to my soul, “Soul, you have many
goods laid up for many years to come;
take your ease, cat, drink and be
merry™ (v. 19). He confesses that he
envies his goods for his happiness. His
admission, like many people, is that he
has worked hard, in an honorable and
honest manner, for the things he has,
As such, he deserves the rewards of his
labor. So, why is that God calls this
man a fool? If you don’t hear God’s
voice, you, too, many start to look at
Michael Jordan or someone in his
category as a role model. You may
begin to set a standard that is far away
from God’s plan. Jesus addressed this
rich man as, “You fool!™ Let’s learn
from “You fool” and avoid the
negative liabilities of prosperity.

The rich man thought his worldly
possessions were significant. His
affluence was agricultural in nature,
consisting of land that produced grain
which needed to be stored in large
barns. He felt, as many people feel
today, that material things are very
important. But all this belief is what
makes a fool. Listen to what Jesus
says, “Beware, and be on your guard

FuFH

Sermon for next week

YOU FOOL!

(Luke 12:16-21)

“This very night your life will be demanded from you.

against every form of greed; for not
even when one has an abundance does
his life consist of his possessions™ (v,
15). The rich man forgot this major
principle. His faith was grounded in
the world, not the Word. His lack of

sressssesessinaes

heart this truth!

The rich man absolutely valued
self more than God. His safety was
placed in the temporary, perishing
ideals of this world. Listen to his
thinking, “This is what I will do: I will

No fear of eternity leads to
no preparation for eternity. The rich man

was to die that very night.

His future arrangements were for an earthly

existence. He was making ready

Sfor something that was never to be. You and
I know that our last days are
coming, that God will be calling for our souls.

You cannot bargain on that day.
At that time, most families bicker and war
over the remains of material stuff.

They now own your earthly possessions. The rich

man didn’t prepare for eternal things.
He only harvested his earthly acts, but judgment
Jollows. He didn’t reap the
blessings of the real harvest. Like the other
rich man found in
Luke 16:19-31, their acts lead to and deserve the
reality and torments of hell.

insight caused greed. No one can take
their earthly possessions pass the
grave. Everything before death is
temporary and everything after death
is eternal. You must keep close to your

tear down my barns and build larger
ones, and there I will store all my grain
and my goods. And [ will say to my
soul, ‘Soul, you have many goods laid
up for many years to come; take your

sesssssesesasnennnsanine
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ease, eat, drink and be merry™ (vv. 18
& 19). His retirement plan is not that
much different from many people of
today. The rich man didn’t take into
account that man proposes, but God
disposes. One never knows when
he/she will travel to the grave. God
said to the rich man, “You fool! This
very night your soul is required of you;
and now who will own what you have
prepared?” (v. 20).

No fear of eternity leads to no
preparation for eternity. The rich man
was to die that very night. His future
arrangements were for an earthly
existence. He was making ready for
something that was never to be. You
and I know that our last days are
coming, that God will be calling for
our souls. You cannot bargain on that
day. At that time, most families bicker
and war over the remains of material
stuff. They now own your earthly
possessions. The rich man didn’t
prepare for eternal things. He only
harvested his earthly acts, but
Judgment follows. He didn’t reap the
blessings of the real harvest. Like the
other rich man found in Luke 16:19-
31, their acts lead to and deserve the
reality and torments of hell.

My dear friends, if the last night
comes to you, where are you going to
spend your time, in heaven or hell?
Today is the day of salvation! God
says, “At the acceptable time [ listened
to you, and on the day of salvation I
helped you. Behold, now is the
acceptable time, behold, now is the
day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). Prepare
your heart. Come to the Lord and pray,
Lord I am a sinner, help me to prepare
my heart for eternity. [ want to be your
child. Forgive my sin through Your
blood. Let me deny my sin and follow
you. I want to be a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
God'’s own possession’, so that I may
proclaim the excellencies of You who
has called me out of darkness into
Your marvelous light’ (see 1 Pet. 2:9),
Lord, 1 want to be like that. I don’t
want to be a fool. I want to be Your
possession. Amen i
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