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Return

(Jeremiah 3:12-23)

Go and proclaim these words toward the north and say,
Return, faithless Israel,’ declares the Lord; T will not look upon you in anger.
For I am gracious,’ declares the Lord; T will not be angry forever

How often does God ask us to return to Him, turn from our
sinful way, and return to His way? So many times God
says “return”. It seems like He says it all day long. The
kindness, love, care, and mercy that He gives to each believer
is beyond measure. His deep and unbreakable promises fill
poor believers with great peace. When believers backslide it
truly is a most terrible thing. For God to have to ask backsliders
to return is even sadder. Backsliding is a serious affair. To turn
away from Geod's mercy, love, hope, peace, blessing, and
promise by turing to a sinful life is the most despicable behavior
in the world. Even if the believer gets something valuable from
this world by his wicked actions, he really gains nothing.
Blessings only come from the Creator, the King of Kings, the
Mercy God. Backsliding believers can't find grace apart from
God.

Let's think about how remarkable it is that God wants to
accept backsliders. Jeremiah 3:1 tells us, “God says, ‘If a
husband divorces his wife and she goes from him and belongs
to another man, will he still return to her? Will not that land be
completely polluted? But you are a harlot with many lovers; yet
you turn to Me,’ declares the Lord." How great is our Lord's
love? When you think about yourself, you realize how full of
sinfulness you really are. We're like lepers, decaying day by
day. How is that is front of God, we refuse to be ashamed,
“Therefore the showers have been withheld, and there has
been no spring rain. Yet you had a harlot's forehead; you
refused to be ashamed” (v. 3). Headstrong and stubborn
people, even after scolding, don't feel the need to be shameful.
Selfish people don't even know how to be shameful. Further,
believers still ask for blessings, “Have you not just now called
to Me, ‘My Father, You are the friend of my youth? Will He be
angry forever? Will He be indignant to the end?’ Behold, you
have spoken and have done evil things, and you have had your
way” (vv. 4&5). How terrible is our way? Everything we do apart
from God is evil and terrible (see vv. 8-11). Isn't it truly amazing
that He wants us to return?

Let's remember some good things, like the time when we
first found Jesus Christ. Can you remember how happy you
were? Your sins were washed away and you became God’s
child. You had good relations with God. You had peace. You
even talked to your family and friends about Jesus. You
advised other people about the dangers of hell and the
blessings of heaven. But now, little by little, you're backsliding.
Your deep conscious is bothering you and guilty feelings crowd
your mind. You can hear the Holy Spirit crying. Open our heart
to remember God's love my dear friend.

Let’s consider the reasons for obeying God's call to return.
It is God Himself who utters these words. Twice we read in
today's opening passage, “declares the Lord". He is the one
who is calling. He is the one who won't be angry with you, “l will
not look upon you in anger” (v. 12). This is an emergency
signal. God says, “Return, O faithless sons,’ declares the Lord;
For | am a master to you, and | will take you one from a city
and two from a family, and | will bring you to Zion" (v. 14). His
love continues. Not only that, but, “Return, O faithless sons, |
will heal your faithlessness” (v. 22). God will heal our
backslidings. This is what He is calling you to. Read each

verse, it yields its own forcible argument. Hosea 14:4 also
affirms, “I will heal their apostasy, | will love them freely, for my
anger has turned away from them”. God's asking you to return
because He, and only He, can remedy the consequences of
backsliding.

Let's understand the directions God gives us to be obedient
to His call. He tells us, “Only acknowledge your iniquity, that
you have transgressed against the Lord your God and have
scattered your favors to the strangers under every green tree,
and you have not obeyed My voice, declares the Lord” (v. 13).
We must confess our sin. What a simple matter! We must not
continue to mourn over past deeds, “A voice is heard on the
bare heights, the weeping and the supplications of the sons of
Israel; because they have perverted their way, they have
forgotten the Lord their God" (v. 21). Don't weep and constantly
pray over the bad things you have done. Once you confess,
God forgives. It's only the devil that makes you remember.
Coming to the Lord brings happiness and release, not bondage
to the things of old. Confess, turn around, and weep no more.
God is true, Truthfully come back to Him. Listen to the voice of
the Holy Spirit.

Let's reflect on the promises made to those who are
obedient, who answer the call. They will receive special
guidance, “I will bring you to Zion" (v. 14). You can’t go
yourself. They will receive special food, “I will give you
shepherds after My own heart, who will feed you on knowledge
and understanding” (v. 15). They will receive spiritual insight, “It
shall be in those days when you are multiplied and increased in
the land, declare the Lord, they shall say no more, The ark of
the covenant of the Lord. And it shall not come to mind, nor
shall they remember it, nor shall they miss it, nor shall it be
made again. At that time they shall call Jerusalem ‘The Throne
of the Lord," and all the nations will be gathered to it, to
Jerusalem, for the name of the Lord; nor shall they walk
anymore after the stubbornness of their evil heart” (vv. 16&17).
They will receive the foundation of blessing, “How | would set
you among My sons and give you a pleasant land, the most
beautiful inheritance of the nations! And | said, “You shall call
Me, My Father, and not turn away from following me™ (v. 19).

The whole subject of backsliding needs pressing upon all
believers, for we may have already backslidden more than we
are aware of. To the conscious backslider the call should be
pressed; Return! Tumn! Return! Hosea 6:1 tells us, "Come, let
us return to the Lord. For He has torn us, but He will heal us;
He has wounded us, but He will bandage us.” Amen. My dear
friend, what more are you expecting in this sinful world? Come
to the Lord. He says, “Come to Me, all who are weary and
heavy-laden, and | will give you rest” (Mt. 11:28). He is the
Lord, He is the king, He is the Creator. He sent His Son to this
earth to save you. After you are saved, why do you want to
backslide? Please listen to His gracious calling. Oh, believers,
don't backslide. Return, turn, and return. This moment the Holy
Spirit guards you. Jesus wants to come into your heart and be
your Master. Deny yourself, accept Jesus as your Lord. Just
confess, ‘I am a sinner, open my heart Lord Jesus and be my
Master”. |
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