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THE LORD HAS REALLY RISEN

saying, “The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon.’

b

(Luke 24:34)

he most important question asked as a Christian is

whether Christ was really raised from the dead. If He
did not rise from the grave then the Christian faith is
worthless and there is absolutely no hope of heaven. The
good news according to Scripture is that Jesus did rise from
the dead, not from any temporary sickness or paralyzing
disease, but from actual death. In explaining the
consequences of denying Christ’s resurrection, Paul
exclaims, “and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is
worthless; you are still in your sins. Then those also who
have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have hoped
in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.
But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits
of those who are asleep”(1 Cor. 15:17~20). Jesus Christ died
for human sinfulness and was raised for our justification
(Rom. 4:25). If Jesus hadn't conquered death then our
opportunity for redemption would have perished. Even His
closest disciples at first doubted His resurrection, but when
they found the tomb empty and witnessed His presence they
believed. The two Emmaus disciples who met Jesus on their
way home concluded, “The Lord has really risen and has
appeared to Simon"(Lk. 24:34). What do these words really
mean?

These words about Christ’s resurrection speak of lordship.
Jesus told His disciples that He would be crucified and raised
after three days (Lk. 9:22). It wasn't until they witnessed His
resurrection that they truly understood His absolute lordship.
Jesus was indeed Lord of lords. The disciples doubted and
underestimated Jesus before His resurrection, but His
resurrection set Him apart from all others. Jesus once asked
His disciples, “Who do the people say that | am?”(Lk. 9:18).
His disciples answered, “John the Baptist, and others say
Elijah; but others, that one of the prophets of old has risen
again”(Lk. 9:19). Jesus” resurrection corrected the past
impressions of some. He is not just a great man, or just a
prophet, or just a deliverer from Roman power. He is better

than Elijah, Julius Caesar, or anyone because He is the risen
lord! His lordship prevails over and beyond death.

These words about Christ's resurrection speak of life. The
Emmaus disciples’ past experiences spoke of death. They
witnessed the betrayal, beating, and crucifixion of Jesus.
They saw His sorrow as He walked to Calvary. They
witnessed His suffering as everyone turned against Him (Is.
53:3). They heard that Nicodemus took His dead body and
laid it in a tomb. Their doubts on that first Easter morning
were strong. They were in deep despair over what had
happened. They thought Jesus® presence and power were
gone. The women who came to embalm His body turned His
redemption into a ritual, but His resurrection changed
everything. The uniqueness of the gospel is that it brings life,
"For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made
alive”(1 Cor. 15:22). Jesus conquered death to give eternal
life to all who believe in Him. His life gives life.

These words about Christ's resurrection speak of love.
God's love rings clear and loud in Christ, “For God so loved
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life”(Jn.

3:16). Jesus’ resurrection put God's salvation plan into full

action. On that very first Easter morning the world started
living in the age of grace. No one knows how long this
special time will last,  but everyone who now accepts God's
love through faith in the Lord Jesus will receive eternal life.
Our loving Lord is preparing our eternal home right now and
will return to take us there, so that we can be with Him in
paradise forever. Simon, Mary Magdalene and about five
hundred other people saw Jesus' resurrection body. Christ's
resurrection proclaims to the sinner God’s great love and
offers forgiveness of sin.

The living Lord Jesus loves you. The cross proves His love
because He gave us everything. The resurrection guarantees
Jesus Christ's power to save. Today is Easter Sunday and we
can boldly proclaim that our Lord is risen indeed! W
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