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Sermon for next week

Seeking Jesus

(John 12:20~21)

Now there were certain Greeks among those who were going up to worship at the feast;
these therefore came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and began to ask him, saying,

s the Jewish feast of Passover neared, some

Greeks were going up to worship in
Jerusalem (v. 20). These Greeks believed in
Israel’s God. They knew Israel’s God was the real
God and that all other gods were false. Even
though they were not allowed inside the Temple,
but instead made to worship outside the sanctuary
in a special place for Gentiles, they didn’t mind.
They came to honor the true God. During their
various visits to Jerusalem, they inquired about
what was happening with the Messiah. They were
really interested in the Messiah which God
promised to Abraham, Jacob, David, and all the
prophets in the Bible. In today’s Bible verses, they
approached Philip, who was from Bethsaida of
Galilee. They asked him, “Sir, we wish to see
Jesus™ (v. 21). The desire in their heart was to see
Jesus. Why? Because they had already heard
much about Him. They were familiar with His
name. They already believed with faith in the
Messiah. They expected Him, and therefore,
wanted to meet Him.

The Greeks intentions in seeing Jesus were
practical. However, their overall analysis of the
situation was limited, and thus, incorrect. Seeing
Jesus wasn’t the answer but seeking and finding
Him in faith was. They knew Jesus’ personality,
position, character, and ministry from the stories
they had heard about His healing the blind and
leperous. They heard of the Samaritan woman
and how a whole city had turned to believe in
Him. Indeed, their hearts were eager to meet the
real Messiah. That’s why they came to Jerusalem
and asked Philip if they could see Him. “Philip
came and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip came
and told Jesus™ (v. 22). What a wonderful
approach! First Philip, then a little closer in
Andrew, and finally the request to see Jesus is
made known to Jesus.

These special followers of God wanted to see,
meet, and hear Jesus’ sermons. They wanted to
find out the heavenly secret. They wanted to
discover what Jesus was teaching about the
Gospel. Why? Because Jesus had shown that
God’s truth in this earth was grounded in Him.
They already heard about Him, and they knew
that only in Jerusalem could they find Him. They
heard about the Baptist’s confession, “Behold, the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the

“Sir, we wish to see Jesus”

world” (Jn. 1:29)! They heard about John's
witness, T myself have seen, and have testified
that this is the Son of God™ (Jn. 1:34). Amen!
They heard that Jesus had said, “I am the bread of
life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he
who believes in Me will never thirst” (Jn. 6:35).
They heard of God’s will. “For this is the will of
My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son
and believes in Him will have eternal life, and 1
Myself will raise him up on the last day” (Jn.
6:40).

The Greeks heard all these things about Jesus.
They believed in the glory of God. God was
making known His secrets in Jesus Christ, “and
you will know the truth, and the truth will make
you free” (Jn. 8:32). The Jews were questioning
Jesus by saying, “We are Abraham’s descendants
and have never yet been enslaved to anyone; how
is that You say, ‘You will become free’? (Jn.
8:33). Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you,
everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin” (Jn.
8:34). Indeed, only the truth makes man free.
Who is the truth? Only Jesus Christ. The Greeks
wanted to see Jesus” unlimited power, love, and
mercy. They knew that they could find the truth in
Jesus. They knew He is the only mediator
between God and earth, “He who believes in the
Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the
Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides
on him” (Jn. 3:36). All these words of God were
heard by the Greeks. That’s why they sought
Jesus.

Look at Paul. Prior to his conversion, he only
believed in the Old Tt Law. He d
Christians until He met Jesus Christ. Then he said,
“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory to
glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit™ (2 Cor.
3:18). Amen! We Christians, Paul says, behold
constantly Christ’s divine glory, and this
beholding changes or transforms us from one

degree of glory to another. Moses had to veil his
face but Christ takes away the veil. What a
wonderful change from Moses to Christ, At this
feast of the Jews, the Greeks were seeking the
Messiah. Their hearts really desired to find God’s
truth. They were experiencing the wonderful
grace from God.

Whoever is oppressed from sin and is seeking
relief, they cannot find comfort or healing from
any other name or voice, but Jesus. They can’t
experience peace from Moses, the prophets, or
even apostles. Only Jesus Christ can release
humans from the bondage of sin. The Greeks
hearts really thirsted, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus™.
Under the suffering and depression they
encountered, they needed Jesus’ sympathy,
presence, and mercy. God’s Word without Jesus
Christ provided no satisfaction. All the Scriptures
point to Christ. In this wonderful, wonderful
desolation time, only His rod, staff, and word
would make them free from the deep valley of
death. He is the right Shepherd. Look at Stephen,
“But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed
intently into heaven and saw the glory of God,
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; and
he said, *Behold, I see the heavens opened up and
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of
God'™ (Acts 7:55&56). Isn't that wonderful? At
his dying point in life, with everyone hating him
and while he was experiencing severe suffering
and persecution, he had a most wonderful,
wonderful, and glorious expression. His face was
like an angel that showed something no actor
could imitate. He went to Jesus, the only One.
What a wonderful thing. When he went to Jesus
the heavenly door was opened and God’s
kingdom was visible. Jesus his Savior was
waiting for him.

My dear friend, are you a sinner? Seek the
Lamb of God. Only He is the One who is a
Savior. Truly seek Jesus in obedience, honor, and
through God's great love. He is the author of true
faith. What happiness the Greeks found in seeking
Jesus, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” The Israelites
were born in Jerusalem and heard all about the
Bible, but they didn’t stay and accept Jesus. They
crucified Him. These Gentiles only knew a little,
but they desired to know more. They came to
Jesus” disciple, and then they came to Jesus, My
dear friend, God loves you. He gave you His only
begotten Son. He wants to give you eternal life
and love through Jesus Christ. Come to see Jesus.
Heaven will open up, angels will come down, and
Jesus will welcome you. What glory, love, and
mercy! Be humble. Confess your sins. Be a true
believer that practices faith, Amen! 4
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