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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

LITTLE FLOCK

@ Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom. *> Sell

your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves purses which do not wear out, an unfailing

treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near, nor moth destroys. °” For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also. (Luke 12:32~34)

any of today's churches and pastors like to preach prosperity

messages based on Luke 12:31, “But seek His kingdom, and
these things will be added to you.” They use the following verse;
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to
give you the kingdom" as an explanation for obtaining material
wealth (v. 32). Sadly, most Christian people end up thinking that God
is supposed to give them worldly success. If they would read the
next verse, "Sell your possessions and give to charity; make
yourselves purses which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in
heaven, where no thief comes near nor moth destroys,” they would
understand that Jesus is not talking about getting but giving. The fact
of the matter is that God is only going to give a few people, a little
flock, His kingdom, and the small amount of people He chooses are
those who sell their possessions, not collect them, and give to
charity, not save and store things for themselves, Jesus specifically
underscores the main idea, “For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also”(v. 34). His message is clearly about heavenly
accomplishments, not accumulating earthly things here and now.

Thousands of people gathered around Jesus to hear what He had
to say, but He narrowed His words down to a little flock, His
disciples, "Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is
hypoerisy”(Lk. 12:1). Among the large crowds who wanted to listen
to what Jesus had to say, He only talked to a few people, “For this
reason | say to you, do not worry about your life, as to what you will
eat; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. For life is more than
food, and the body more than clothing”(Lk. 12:22&23). The Shepherd
and His sheep are small in number. The sheep refer to the church,
the body of Christ, the children of grace. Although surrounded by
multitudes, Jesus explained the secret of God's kingdom only to His
disciples. He told them if they really wanted to know the secret of
the Kingdom of God, then they needed to avoid earthly things, but
most Christians still refer to Luke 12:31 congerning worldly riches
and success, which is dead wrong! Among the thousands of
Christians who want to hear Jesus Christ, | sincerely hope He
chooses to speak to you.

In today’s Bible verses, Jesus says, "Do not be afraid, little flock,
for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom™(v. 32).
God wants to give you His kingdom for His pleasure. His joy is in His
promise. How can you go to His kingdom? You cannot go unless you
are born again. Jesus said, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God"(Jn. 3:3). Born again
Christians do not belong to this earth. Churches that say, “If you
belong to this church, God will give you earthly things,” are the
opposite of what God says. You are born again by the blood of Jesus
Christ, and become a new citizen, “But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, so that
you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light”(1 Pet. 2:9). Jesus told Paul that He

was sending Him to the Gentiles “to open their eyes so that they
may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to
God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance
among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me" (Acts 26:18).
Paul proclaimed, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer
| who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live in the
flesh | live by faith in the Son of Ged, who loved me and gave
Himself up for me”(Gal. 2:20). God's pleasure is in giving you His
kingdom.

How can an earthly church join in this kind of happiness? We have
to join in the death of Jesus Christ, that way we can have victory.
God's kingdom comes from heaven, not earth, so we have to triumph
over this earth, Ephesians 2:12&13 say, “remember that you were at
that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope
and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who
formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.”
God's love "raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus”(Eph. 2:6). God gives this victory and
all His promises to believers, but there is a condition. We have to
obey, which means we have to practice our faith in order to be
victorious.

To sell our possessions and give to charity is a way of the life of
faith. Everything is God's, not ours. Nothing is ours. If you have
something that does not belong to God, then it has to belong to the
devil. The first congregation of believers were of one heart and soul,
“For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were
owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of
the sales and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and they would be
distributed to each as any had need”(Acts 4:34&35). Acts 2:44 also
says, "And all those who had believed were together and had all
things in common.” We have to make ourselves "purses which do
not wear out”(v. 33). In other words, we need to make new purses
and wallets that we offer to God and that relate with His kingdom.
We need to exchange earthly treasure with heavenly treasure. It is
the ultimate investment, which pays dividends forever. We need to
make new bags and use them.

“Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your might” (Deut. 6:4&5). My dear friend, the word of God tells
us, "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”(v. 34).
Where is your heart? Is it stuck on earthly treasures, like business
and money, or heavenly treasures, like the cross? Whatever condition
of life you find yourself, no matter what color or religion, the principle
is the same. Your heart has to be in heaven. If you really love Jesus
Christ with all your heart, then where is your treasure? Where are all
your possessions? Please watch yourself. i
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