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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

REPENTANCE

“Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that
all people everywhere should repent.” (Acts 17:30)

n today’s wonderful Bible verse, the word "Therefore” refers to God's

reason for overlocking the sins committed before the coming of Christ.
“Now" means God has His reason for judging the sins committed after
the coming of Christ. Now is much different from before. God now
formally declares to the human race that there is no excuse or exception
for sin. Everyone must repent. As such, repentance is a serious matter
that all need to thoroughly comprehend, and a crucial action that all must
properly perform.

Repentance is the foundation of a believer's religious experience. All
sixty-six books of the Bible support the doctrine of repentance. Eighteen
of the Old Testament books specifically address the topic, and thirty-six of
its chapters detail its significance. In the New Testament, ten books
address the issue, and sixty-five references underscore its importance.
The Bible's heavy instruction on repentance implies the conviction of sin,
whereas one turns away from it and toward God and His will. God is
always wholly right, but sinners are always wholly wrong. Hence, the
willingness for sinners to change direction, give-up, and live a new life in
Christ all relate to repentance.

Humans repent because of their sin and idolatry. The Bible is very clear
that we are not to worship any sort of idol, whether from invisible
imaginations of our mind, or from visible materials of the world. Many
people think that God is like “gold or silver or stone, an image formed by
the art and thought of man”(v. 29). Indeed, every person has a concept of
God, but those who make Him out to be someone or something other
than which He is are idolaters. Believers need to seek and find the true
and living God. The Bible clearly describes who God is, and it clearly tells
us how we can relate with Him through Jesus Christ. Accordingly,
everyone is personally responsible for forsaking the idols of this world and
for finding God through Jesus Christ. Those who do not read the Bible or
listen to the preaching of God's servants, yet claim to know that God is as
good as gold or some super power created by their own design are
sinners. We have to repent from that kind of thinking, We need to change
our minds by turning our lives over to Christ. We must repent because
“the times of ignorance” are over.

People are still worshipping God the wrong way. They are still holding
on to their own manifestations of God, not God's manifestations of
Himself. God now declares through the Bible and through the death of
Jesus Christ on the cross that all people everywhere should repent. God
is @ merciful God, a righteous and loving God. He will forgive your sins, if
you repent. Listen to David’s psalm, “| acknowledged my sin to You, and
my iniquity | did not hide; | said, 'l will confess my transgression to the
Lord’; and You forgave the guilt of my sin”(Ps. 32:5). Moreover, Proverbs
29:13 tells us, "He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but
he who confesses and forsakes them will find compassion.” Are you
hearing this? God is good. God is great! “If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 Jn. 1:9). This is the true and living God. This God we
should worship.

Zaccheus was a tax collector for the Romans who had a bad reputation

for extortion. He was a sinner whose life Christ changed. After meeting
Jesus, he declared, “Behold, Lord, half of my possessions | will give to
the poor, and if | have defrauded anyone of anything, | will give back four
times as much”(Lk. 19:8). Here you can see a man whose mind has
changed and whose life has turned to Christ. This is true repentance, the
throwing away and forsaking of sin and idols. Please do not worship
money and other worldly things; never worship or even think that
anything belonging to this earth is important. If you know what is
important or right, and ignore it, that is sin. God is now looking at
everyone who has or has not repented.

John the Baptist and Christ preached the necessity of repentance,
"Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”(Mt. 3:2; Mt. 4:17). On the
day of Pentecost, Peter told the crowd, “Repent and each of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”(Acts 2:38). In Paul's defense
before Agrippa, he told the king that he did not prove disobedient to his
heavenly vision, "but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and
also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even
to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing
deeds appropriate to repentance”(Acts 26:20). Repentance is not
optional. God says it is now mandatory for salvation.

Real repentance is more than sorrow. Sorrow may lead to repentance,
but the sense or feeling of sorrow is not repentance. 2 Corinthians 7:10
tells us, “For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a
repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the
world produces death.” Repentance is a change of mind, an actual
turning of one's life away from sin and toward God. If you just worry
about sin, you are going to die. If you truly repent, you will receive
salvation. You cannot stay in sin; you have to turn the 180 degrees
necessary to face God.

My dear friends, all humans are wicked, and every intent of the thought
of their hearts are evil (see Gn. 6:5). Truly, everyone is sinful. Paul told the
Romans, "What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have
already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin"(Rom. 3:9).
God's Word shows the world to be under sin, so that people will realize
that works cannot save only Christ can. Galatians 3:22 says, “But the
Seripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in
Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe." This is a key
staternent. It is why the church must preach repentance. The Gospel is a
gospel of repentance. Listen to what Jesus told the Emmaus disciples,
“Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the
dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be
proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem"(Lk.
24:47-48). The gospel of Jesus Christ and the cross leads to faith which
results in repentance. Faith without repentance or repentance without
faith cannot lead to new life. Now that Christ has died for all sin, God
declares that all people must repent. Please repent of your sins in Jesus
Christ's name. Amen. 4
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