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Twelve books of minor prophets are composed of nine books which
inform 'how to survive as the people of God in the life of Babylonian
captivity' and three books (Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi) which give chal-
lenges to the people of God who are discouraged in the face of difficult
reality of life even though they came back from Babylonian captivity.
Among them, the zenith of Malachi, which is the last book of the Old
Testament, is "But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness
shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves
from the stall.(Mal 4:2)". This is a word that is necessary for a person with
aweak body and mind, but also an important point that we should exam-
ine to whom the light of healing is shone. 'You who fear my name), that is,
the one who fears the name of God is a model pursued in Malachi, the
one to whom the ray of healing is shone, and the one to whom the bless-
ing of God is present. “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an
oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that
is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave
them neither root nor branch.(Mal 4:1)" The one who does not fear God is
'the one who is arrogant, and the one who is doing evil. By the way, the
people of God in the period when Malachi was being written pretended
to fear God on the outside. "The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel
by Malachi.(Mal 1:1)" Malachi clearly warns the people of God who pre-
tended to fear God at the beginning. “I have loved you,” says the Lord.
But you say, “How have you loved us?(Mal 1:2a)". God himself told the
people of Malachi period, but they asked back, 'God, do you really love
us? "Though God says he loves us, the fact is not so important in my life.
I want to be loved by the world.', which was wrong boldness in front of
God, and proof that they are the people of God by pattern only. “A son
honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a father, where is
my honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear? says the Lord of hosts
to you, O priests, who despise my name. But you say, ‘How have we de-
spised your name?(Mal 1:6). People in the period of Malachi, who
couldn't feel moved by the love of God, offered even sacrifices(worship)
to God in a formal way. "When you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that
not evil? And when you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not evil?
Present that to your governor; will he accept you or show you favor? says
the Lord of hosts.(Mal 1:8)", "But you say, ‘What a weariness this is, and
you snort at it, says the Lord of hosts. You bring what has been taken by
violence or is lame or sick, and this you bring as your offering! Shall I ac-
cept that from your hand? says the Lord.(Mal 1:13)" They thought offering
sacrifices to God was a weariness, not a grace, didn't prepare sacrifices
with a thanksgiving heart, and brought sacrifices improper for God to ac-

cept. Referring to this, Malachi expresses, "You are robbing me."

Despite the warning of God

Despite that God warned those who feared God on the outside but de-
spised Him on the inside through Malachi, they did not change the way
of life. “Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord. But you
say, ‘How have we spoken against you?’ You have said, ‘It is vain to serve
God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in
mourning before the Lord of hosts? And now we call the arrogant bless-
ed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they es-
cape.(vv 3:13-15)” Those who belonged to a numerically absolute multi-
tude were 'against God by wicked words', proclaimed 'to serve God is in
vain, and said the arrogant are blessed. The appearance of those who do
not fear God is in the same context as secularism today. Secularism, from
long ago rather than persecuting Christianity physically, says "Christiani-
ty is not an absolute truth, but only one of many values in the world. The

Sermon in English Translation

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

freedom of choice is respected, therefore, do not persuade others, but
just stay living and believing within the church". This is because 'those
who did not fear God and felt uncomfortable with the life of observing
the morality of Christianity-centered culture drove the value of Christi-
anity interrupting the life faithful to desires to 'a force oppressing free-

dom’.

The life of a believer recorded in the book of remembrance
"Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord
paid attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written

before him of those who feared the Lord and esteemed his name.(v. 16)
"You who revere my name(Mal 4:2)" that was aforementioned is the very
"those who fear God" and "those who esteem his name". Even in a world
where the absolute majority of people pretend to fear God, God has left
those who fear God. “They shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, in the
day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a
man spares his son who serves him.(v. 17)' God makes them His treasured
possession, spares them, and writes them in the Book of Remembrance.
A book similar to 'the Book of Remembrance' in the Bible is 'the Book of
Life. While meditating, I've come to think that in the Book of Life only a
name of a person is recorded, but in the Book of Remembrance is likely
to be recorded a memorable thing among what he has done. Even though
a name is recorded in the Book of Life, if nothing is recorded in the Re-
membrance Book, it can be an appearance of shameful salvation. If so,
what is the content that will be recorded in the Book of Remembrance?
The text says those who fear God have been recorded in the Book of Re-
membrance. The place where the original language of 'remembrance’ is
clearly used in the Bible is a story of 'a woman who broke an alabaster jar
of very expensive perfume for Jesus. What Jesus said, 'wherever the gos-
pel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told,
in memory of her), is the very meaning of the Book of Remembrance.
"My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave them to
him. It was a covenant of fear, and he feared me. He stood in awe of my
name. True instruction was in his mouth, and no wrong was found on his
lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many
from iniquity.(vv 2:5-6)" The root of a life of fearing God which will be
recorded in the Book of Remembrance is the covenant of life and peace
made with Levi. God promised that He remembers the names of those
who fear Him and revere His name, records them in the Book of Re-
membrance, and allows them rays of healing so that they go out of the
pen and frolic like well-fed calves. Owing to their nature and mind that
have the laws of truth, but no unrighteousness, God goes with them in
peace and honesty, and through their lives, those who were dyed with
secularism turn away from sins. Even though the world despises God,
and says God does not exist, owing to the lives of those who fear God and
go with God, the opportunity for the world to be turned back is given.
The life of the people of the covenant that leads the people who have
fallen into sins to turn away from sins can be the standard that can be re-
corded in the Book of Remembrance. I am confident that our names are
in the Book of Life. I bless in the name of the Lord that one step further
from here, following the standard of Malachi, a blessed life in which lots
of what we will do will be recorded in the Book of Remembrance will ap-
pear to us.
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