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What then?
(Romans 3:9)

“What then? Are we better than they?

HB543

Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin.”

n today’s Bible verse Paul confirms his
Icharge that “both Jews and Gentiles are all
under sin.”" The universality of sin condemns
all people, for “there is none righteous, not
even one” (v. 10). All humans are sinful
creatures. Praise God that His Word gives us a
wonderful promise, the glorious salvation from
sin, if we fear Him through faith in Jesus
Christ. But what if people reject the Gospel?
‘What if they rebel against Christ? What then?

The Bible is very clear, very specific, about
the tremendous punishment and judgment that
comes to the unrighteous. It is also very clear
and specific about the great rewards and
blessings that come to those who are imputed
with righteousness through their faith in Jesus
Christ. The whole Bible concerns redemption. It
tells us of God's love and our sinfulness.
Indeed, the purpose of the Bible is for our
salvation. It plainly teaches that if you listen to
God’s Word you will have eternal life, but if
you don’t listen you will have eternal
punishment.

The righteousness of God demands that sin,
all sin, be punished. This is exactly what
happened in the Garden of Eden. God told
Adam and Eve the future of what would happen
if they ate from the tree of knowledge of good
and evil (see Gn. 2). God mentioned death
before sin even entered the world. The Garden
of Eden was a place filled with wonderful
promise and terrible judgment. Who can say,
“Hey God you are not fair?”

Throughout the Scriptures we read of the
terrible judgment that has befallen humanity.
For instance, the flood of Noah, Sodom and
Gomorrah, the Egyptians at the closing of the
Red Sea, the story of Achan, Ananias and
Sapphira, and the destruction of the Jerusalem
Temple all recount eternal punishment. When
we read the Bible we can see that there is
eternal punishment on this earth.

But that’s not all, more awful things occur
after death if we are judge with the terrible
punishment. Remember the story of the rich
man and Lazarus (see Lk. 16:19-31). Lazarus
was carried away by angels to paradise while
the unsaved rich man was sent to Hades. The
reality and torment of hell, the conscious
existence after death, and the knowledge that
there is no second chance after death is brought
to light. Hades is the home of the unsaved dead

between death and judgment at the great white
throne, “And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it, and death and Hades gave up the
dead which were in them; and they were
judged, every one of them according to their
deeds™ (Rv. 20:13). Everyone in this judgment
is cast into the lake of fire, “And if anyone’s
name was not found written in the book of life,
he was thrown into the lake of fire” (Rv. 20:15).
In otherwords, after death there is a more
terrible punishment. It is an eternal judgment.

My dear brothers and sisters, whatever you
do receives judgment, “Behold, I am coming
quickly, and My reward is with Me to render to
every man according to what he has done” (Rv.
22:12). Are you complaining or angry?
However you live your life, you are going to be
judged. God is a righteous judge, “to those who
by perseverance in doing good seek for glory
and honor and immortality, eternal life; but to
those who are selfishly ambitious and do not
obey the truth, but obey uprighteousness, wrath
and indignation™ (Rom. 2:6-8). If you follow
this world’s lifestyle, you will endure God’s
wrath and anger. For God’s wrath results when
grace is rejected. Whatever it is you do, you are
going to get it. Whatever you get is for eternity.
“If your hand or your foot causes you to
stumble, cut if off and throw if from you; it is
better for you to enter life crippled or lame, than
to have two hands or two feet and be cast into
the eternal fire™ (Mt. 18:8). This is strong
language, used to emphasize how sin is so
dangerous, because it leads to eternal
condemnation, that it would be better to lose
hands or feet temporarily than to lose life
eternally.

Are you scared of eternal fire? The Word of
God promises eternal fire, yet you still
complain because you don’t understand eternal
fire. “These will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life”
(Mt. 25:46). Amen! Eternal life or eternal
punishment. Whatever happens is eternal.
“These will pay the penalty of eternal
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of His power” (2 Thess.
1:9). The lake of fire is real, a never ceasing
entity of eternal punishment.

What then? What are you going to say to
God? Can you say, “God, You are not fair, You
are not righteous? Is that what you are going to

say? Look at all the angels in heaven, the
prophets, and the disciples, they all praise the
Lord. They give thanks to the Lord for His
kindness, mercy, and grace in all eternity. When
you look at the Psalms, His grace is
immeasurable. David sings, “I will proclaim
His salvation all day long.” Is God’s judgment
unfair? No such thing. Is eating only manna too
difficult a task? Can you say that the pillar of
cloud and Moses’ staff are not a clear picture?
Can you say that? God gives you warnings
through your friends, parents, pastor, Bible, and
Holy Spirit. Can you say, “Give me more
time?”

The righteousness of God has been revealed
through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who
believe; for there is no distinction™ (Rom. 3:22).
Opportunity abounds for Jew and Gentile, Jesus
says, “All things have been handed over to Me
by My Father; and no one knows the Son except
the Father; nor does anyone know the Father
except Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills
to reveal Him. Come to Me, all who are weary
and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest” (Mt.
11:27&28). Do you think He is not fair? We are
called to follow Jesus, which requires suffering
(1 Pet. 2:21-24). He wants to give you the
crown of life. The Bible tells us, “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16). Do you
think God’s not fair? What then? All you smart,
proud, and selfish people, how terrible are you?
Your heart is like stone.

Listen my brothers and sisters, “Therefore,
holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling,
consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of
our confession” (Heb. 3:1). Yes, consider Jesus,
Amen! What then my friend? Please wake up
and don’t complain to God. Life is too short.
God is calling you, offering you a wonderful
invitation. Please accept it. Look at the cross
and see how much, how very much. He has
given you grace and mercy. Look at the
wonderful opportunity that awaits your
decision. See the wonderful love that awaits
your embrace. Acceptance without faith cannot
gain eternal life. With faith, accept that Jesus
Christ is your Lord, King, and Savior. Then,
and only then, will you be made righteous in
God's eyes, your sins wiped away forever, and
blessed with eternal life. i
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