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THE SERMON OF
JOSHUA AND CALEB

(Numbers 14:1-10)

oj 32010} 2o] M

(W=7] 14:1-10)

i T he Lord told Moses to send one leader from each of the -+ 77) )\]k__ Aol 7] o] 22l o Aupela] A=} B Ab
2 | sk slA] ol setel gl F417]2

shiel B e spgUch Al

OPQP Ao} o} &3} HE o]t

twelve ancestral tribes to the land of Canaan (the

duje
,?]

Promised Land) in which He was going to give the Israelites.

After forty days, they returned to give their report on the

| exploration to Moses, Aaron and the whole Israelite 158 11 wo) R u

| L = . i o ?

| community, They described the land as exceedingly good, T3l To ] }1’ Hj,okolﬁL]L] J=8 :l{_;—Ol
flowing with milk and honey. They showed some of the \‘l’"é%fé Wal =9l 1l EL E 3 Srol

produce they had brought back: a huge cluster of grapes Ho| ubr]] 7o) o] wjaL & Al 2 e} Lylabe 2

from a single branch that required two men to carry it along Ju}, 158 wgk 213k e] AlEo) n)9- ] A

with some pomegranates and figs. Then they described the

A
3|S0| 222 20| RER 20 UMES HH0| 51310

current inhabitants of the land as very big, strong and 2 = i A
powerful, They also told of how large and fortified its cities 2F (18), BastA| s 15| R2sleo suksl Ao|glL ) 1
were, kel v}g ARl Tk e 7t el Asks A}

“That night all the people of the community raised : | B3 ojAdlH5 el a5e 150 1 Wl AlRES
their voices and wept aloud” (vs, 1). Unfortunately their crying was in vain, o|7| 1L 11 S AWElr)= 1.0 Abakai 7] o]e|g- Aolelal MzlEglsyuvt 1
Their pride was hurt, They were small compared o the Canaanites’ large size, A 1E ES dgroll4] 'L‘iv‘\"] "!ﬂ Tk 7| HES AEtAIn], 1] e
They couldn’t imagine how they were going to overpower these people in L7 tel 218 fivdahn] =219l

| order to take possession of their land, So they cried in rebellion against God,

God rescued them from Egypt, performed so many miracles, and cared for | L rral=rl= Zlo 7)) 3]7]¢] 3
them constantly throughout their journey, 2= 470 L AFte] t)Ele] =3 AlS

Crying is usually a very good sign of repentance, It's easy for us to A2 g EhE Y ,E} ok},

]

sympathize with someone when we see him (or her) crying, Crying requires L]L| ST

careful analysis - it can look good but in truth can be very bad, The sitation

in which the Israclites cried was very, very bad. They weren't sorry for IJ} L"L'l ’)-lO] 0]—L]?‘—’:L]L} Q é] N OS2 I
-

- 24a1s] eigtl dle 42t i) Go1eele A

anything they did and they weren't sad because of anything bad done 1o

them; quite the contrary, they were sorry for themselves and saddened at the

thought of their powerlessness. W2 =3l 7124 o] bl 2o e '-*}{;—-o) aef o2 ol)7], “R2|
During this crying outbrealk, all the Israelites grumbled against Moses 7} O oA =174} O] ZofA = = olg}n] 1vdaho]

and Aaron saying, "If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert!” (vs, 2) LUk 158 e} ofitel 7] kel gyt -2 ghubyd A o) sl
Although their words were directed at Moses and Aaron, their complaint was ZlojglGuth o z]|A] a5 419fe] A4 e B 4= 9] L]L'I— bl A= ot
purely against God, Here is where their true faith is expressed, Through all the &} rubo]] 9l9lel o] 2] #|ef] algivl 15 o) A ] wha
hardships that could have been devastating; God had protected and provided &AL JISE 72744 g ol-a]] A< &

;
for them all the way from Egypt to their present encampment at Kadesh, All Al 2 ot 2507 WAl e Alebe] dAbEe x| ae] A gkt 1

&
His former actions of love went unaccounted, The only thing that concerned Lo] goldl Al 150 *:_,__luc} 2oz}l ar o] HEl wha)e] Abslo] o)L}
them was their present situation; which they perceived as hopeless. 252 Al B A] Ao & ?ﬂT_]—L]L‘}_ "HHB0] 0LVt 2E|I= i
They continued in their complaints and questioned Moses, “Why is the o=z olesto] 2ol UstA| st sk=1 2| HAPt AlZEsl2|H ofmeE |
Lord bringing us to this land only to let us fall by sword? Our wives and ; =0p7b= 20| GHX| of-|skef (3E), 115 0] 0}]7, 0!] ] sl o] o IHOJ =52 =
children will be taken as plunder, Wouldn’ t it be better for us to go back to o]z AlzZ}&| ¥ olzl3l 159 = ol 2
Egypt?” (vs. 3) Their questions are absurd in light of the ten plagues they Wzhete] o] e glrlar 31y :
| witnessed 1o in Egypt. Although they act like they care for their families, it is 7w 7L 917ksEr] ¢
only a cover for their total disrespect for God, Their questions totally go £ W& 3= Flo|gl 1 gl 4
‘ against God and everything He has showed them, =)=
Then they began to talk amongst each other saying, “We should | Jlel3 OELe A2 wE)T)E =
‘ choose a leader and go back to Egypt™ (vs, 4), Now, they try to be smarter A) 1 3lAgU ) o) 7] 252 dhubd B} oS avaE] Al el gy 158 A
[ than God. They are going to organize their own journey and choose their 2 2pAlE ] AEabE Al$ Solzt 7 88 3 slelal sh ok skl ] 2]&}q]
i own leader, Moses, who was chosen by God and served God in their benetir, Blgke wky 150 folg ]6}0] S-S M A gk maAE ] o)A ZiEe] Y3}
| was not now the person whom they wanted. Of course, I'm sure they were = A2} olu 9 15} uljof] T1E-2 A 0]] t) &} |
quite happy with him when God used him to part the Red Sea, Now, the task w)|-§- &7 AlzHe el - o] el Ao A3 gl 7
of conquering large people in stone cities appeared much more difficult than |3t AletEe Al e -2 2bebA] 158 AL 8
spreading the waters for them to pass through, AlG 1 ER T150] W HAMS-S A 7] Bl L} IE A= 3 T o]e] e = 1
Moses and Aaron fell facedown, probably in exasperation, in front of el zleluc).
the whole Israelite assembly, It was Joshua and Caleb, two of the twelve A9} o= o]2)el] WIAE olof|A] gl Aats o tiglgrLth o)
original explorers, who stood-up and 1ore their clothes to address the people, olnl 2Eo] ARGy} a0l 7 ok tajo] Wi Aek = F o)l
Imagine for a moment, how Joshua and Caleb felt, They could clearly see the | o] F ol g} '{_I’L‘,”% QJojuLir] 15 o] £-8 "a MAlS A walsuv) gl o

1
problem and were so adamant in their faith, that they tore their clothes, This Zapole) o] oW = &7l Q7 258 Ay} Fotel v} E wEkE] gl B
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expression of their tearing clothes is so important, It clearly illustrates their
deep felt faith in God, They knew the consequences of Israel’ s rebellion, their
turning away from God, would result in death, And they also knew the danger
of standing up in front of & community against God,

Yet, Joshua and Caleb stood up and told the pcoplc again how
exceedingly good the land was that they explored. They were not afraid of the
people because of their awareness of who God is, They spoke the truth

boldly, They saic, "If the Lord is pleased with us, he will lead us into that fand,

a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it 1o us” (vs, 8), They
understood God’ s power and His will,

They also understood that the Israelites could see earthly things very
well but not God' s power, They reassured them by saying, “Only do not rebel
against the Lord, And do nort be afraid of the people of the land, because we
will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the Lord is with us, Do
not be afraid of them” (vs, 9). Joshua and Caleb knew God's power, They
told the Israclites that their fear of the people and environment was nothing
compared o Almighty God, They asked the Israelites 1o stop and find their
faith, They pleaded with them not 1o rebel but 1o vust in God and have His
protection, They were ready to move into the land now; their conlidence in
God was high,

“But the whole assembly talked about stoning them, Then the glory
of the Lord appeared at the Tent of Meeting to all the Ismelites” (vs, 10), The
Israelites past history of God’s wonderful workings wasn’t enough and
neither was Joshua's and Caleh’ s sermon o them, Moses prayed desperately
to spare God's wrath on His people, The Lord heard Moses and replied,
have forgiven them, as you asked, Nevertheless, as surely as I live and as
surely as the glory of the Lord fills the whole earth, not one of the men who
saw my glory and the miraculous signs I performed in Egypt and in the
desert but who disobeyed me and tested me ten times - not one of them will
ever sce the land 1 promised on oath to their forefathers, No one who has
treated me with contempr will ever see it” (vss, 20-23),

The Lord told Moses, "Nort one of you will enter the land I swore with
uplifted hand to make your home, excepr Caleb son of Jephunneh and

30).

being twenty years old or more and who grumbled against the Lord was ©

- ” -+ -
Joshua son of Nun (vs, Everyone who was counted in the census as

die in the desert of Kadesh, Their children would enjoy the land that they had
rejected but only after forty years of shepherding in the desert and suffering
for their parents’ unfaithfulness, Forty years of suffering in the desen (one
year for cach of the forty days of exploration) was required 10 atone for their
sins,

“When Moses reported this to all che Israelites, they mourned
bitterly” (vs. 39). Now they really had something to ¢ry about, For among all
the Israclites who lelt Egypt to enter the Promised Land, only Joshua and
God's

Caleb were permitted to enter, Their faith allowed them to receive

wonderful blessing. Joshua and Caleb were aware of God's power. They
understood that if God was with them - no one could stand-up against therm,
This basic principle was easy for them to grasp but impossible for their fellow
country mern,

More than six hundred thousand men perished in the desert because of
their weak faith, Only two were spared because of their simple faith, This is by
far one of the most striking biblical stories of the necessity of faith in God, Tt
makes you open your eyes and see God’ s great glory, Faith is not something
you can merely talk about or something you can see, Faith is a trust in God
Almighty that is reflected in everything you say and do,

So many Christians today profess the knowledge of Jesus Christ. They
know of Him and about Him but so few know Him in faith, Their precious
knowledge is lost in their sinful ways, They have not faith - they have not the
faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, This simple faith transtforms life from
sin to holiness, [U s the difference between night and day - life and death, It is
the complete trust in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit as
omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient,

Joshua and Caleb preached the tue Word of God to their people, They
stood up in the face of danger and magnanimously proclaimed the truth, Their
faith was evidenced in their actions. Their instructions to the Israclites that
God will make their enemy powerless; rebellion against God is deatl; and
God’s blessings will come upon those with whom He is pleased are words
we need o remember and practice in our daily Christian living, Their sermon
is today’s sermon and it is my hope that more people will listen today than

they did before, ki
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