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Thinking of Christmas

(2 Corinthians 8:9)

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich,
yet for your sake He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.”

11 four of the Gospels mention

Christ’s birth. In the book of
Matthew, Jesus is mainly viewed as King.
In the book of Mark, He is essentially seen
as the Servant. In the book of Luke, He is
mostly looked at as the Son of Man. And
in the book of John, He chiefly appears as
the Son of God. In today’s verse, Paul,
condensed the Gospel (the Christmas
message) into one rich revelation, “For
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for
your sake He became poor, so that you
through His poverty might become rich”.
Amen! That's what we are going to talk
about today. Our rich Savior becoming
poor, so that we might become rich. That’s
the cost of Christmas. It's what should be
going through our minds as we
contemplate and celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ, our Savior, the Messiah.

Let’s think of Christ, like John, as the
Son of God. What does it mean? It
signifies that, ““All things came into being
through Him, and apart from Him nothing
came into being that has come into being”
(Jn. 1:3). All things were made by Jesus.
All things were His, and not just of this
world but of everything. He didn’t just
make one race of living creatures, but all
races (human, angelic, and heavenly).
Think about His power, His omnipotence.
In respect, all the heavenly host praise
Him (see Rv. 5). His power is
uncontrollable and unrestricted. He is the
object of worship. He has unmeasurable
love. He has fellowship with God. He had
the purest of happiness, love, and peace.
How much is that? How great is that? He
is God.

But how poor did He become? Think
about that. Look closely at the conditions
in which the Godhead of Christ is veiled in
humanity. His divine power was restricted.
The God of joy transformed into the man
of sorrow. How about the circumstances at
His birth? His cradle was a manger. He

was wrapped in just cloths. There was no
room for Him in an inn. These things
foreshadowed His whole earthly life. He
stood so closely to the fallen Adam. By
trade, He was a carpenter who earned His
bread by the sweat of His brow. As a
preacher, He depended upon the casual
charity of others. As a first century
traveler, He was tired and weary. Even for
His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, He
depended upon strangers. As a prisoner,
they stripped off the little He possessed,
and ripped His garment in half. His dying
bed was the cross. The placement of His
body was in a borrowed tomb. Think of
the circumstances that surrounded His last
moments. The spectators mocked and
insulted Him. His friends became traitors,
and one even denied Him. The heavens
darkened as He cried out, “My God, My
God, why have You forsaken Me?" Can
you even imagine His poverty?

Why? Why did Jesus Christ suffer such
pain and humiliation? There’s big reason!
The grace of God, “For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ”. He gave
Himself voluntarily for God’s grace. Jesus
said, “even as the Father knows Me and I
know the Father; and I lay down My life
for the sheep” (Jn. 10:15). He also
mentions, “No one has taken it away from
Me, but I lay it down on My own
initiative, I have authority to lay it down,
and I have authority to take it up again.
This commandment I received from My
Father” (Jn. 10:18). Jesus laid down His
life freely. That’s God’s love!

Today’s Bible verse reads, “For you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ”.
There’s no condition to it. What a lovely
motivation for our richness. All men are
poor and dependent. Through sin, we
forfeited all rights and titles to the things
bestowed by God. His divine favor, our
bridal prospect, all ceased with sin. We
lost everything. But through Christ, poor
men are made rich. Those who are

redeemed by Christ lose the poverty which
is inseparable from sin, and gain holiness.
Amen! They become partakers of the
divine nature. They receive adoption into
the kingdom of God as His children. They
become heirs of God and the heavenly
kingdom. They obtain present and future
joy. They become sharers in His glory,
“The glory which You have given Me I
have given to them, that they may be one,
just as We are one” (Jn. 17:22). Amen!

What kind of glory did Jesus have to
give? He had the glory of salvation. Those
who believe in Jesus receive salvation as a
gift, “not as a result of works, so that no
one may boast” (Eph. 2:9). When we join
in His glory we receive the gift of
salvation. “For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rm. 6:23). Amen!
God’s grace brings us eternal life. God’s
grace gives us the Holy Spirit, “and hope
does not disappoint, because the love of
God has been poured out within our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who was given to
us” (Rm. 5:5). God’s grace imparts us with
righteousness, “For as through the one
man’s disobedience the many were made
sinners, even so through the obedience of
the One the many will be made righteous™
(Rm. 5:19). God’s grace gives us peace,
“Peace | leave with you; My peace I give
to you; not as the world gives do I give to
you” (Jn. 14:27). And yes, God's grace
gives us victory, “but thanks be to God,
who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57). Indeed, the
gift of salvation is God’s grace to us.

My dear friends, think of Christmas.
Come to Jesus Christ in your poverty, and
receive His richest gift. Please, don’t
delay. Eternal life is the most abundant,
affluent, and abounding gift. Please accept
God’s grace from the Messiah, who
became poor, so that you could become
rich. g
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